9 
2 


ö WON 
N 


ee 
N 


* Ml 5 2 
Al | bz 


| 
| 
if 


Wl 


1 
\ 


\ 
* 


JT 


i 


24 


Th tes Zr A Plenote ! 
of 15 rel Bar 


. 


5 --1 


Entertainments: 


STORIES 


ARABIAN NIGHTS | 


Conſiſting of 
One Thouſand and One 


TOLD-RY- 


The Sultaneſs of the Indies, to divert the Sultan | 
from the Execution of a bloody Vow he had 
made, to marry a Lady every Day, and have. 
her cut off next Morning, to avenge himſelf 


tor the Diſloyalty of his firſt Sultaneſs, c. 


CONTAINING 


A better Account of the Cuſtoms, Manners and 
Religion of the Eaſtern Nations, vi. Tartars, 
Perſians, and Indians, than is to be met with 
in any Author hitherto publiſh'd. 


Tranſlated into French from the Arabian MSS. 


By M. GALL AND, 


Of the Royal Academy; and now done into Eng liſp, from 
the Third Edition in French, Corrected and Amended. 


The EIGHTH EDITION. 


— 


V O I. v. 


„„ D 0 M9 bh 
Printed for T. LonGM AN, at the Ship in 


Pater-no/ter-Row. MDCC XXXVI. | 


. 
„ 

— 

— 


Approbation. 


Have read this Fifth Vo- 
lume, by Order of my 
Lord Chancellor. 


PARIS, 
14 Atril, 1706. 


FONTENELL x. 


9 { y 
* 1 8 FIR : 
e 
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Entertainments 


HE Taylor continued to tell t the 
Sultan of Caſgan the Story which 
he had begun. Sir, ſays he, the 
lame young Man went on thus? 
When I heard all that the Barber 
ſaid to the C- 2dlis, I fought for a 
Place to hide myſelf, and could find nothing but 
4 great empty Trunk, in which I la 5 down and 
Aut it upon me. The Barber, after he had 
{ſearched every where, came into the Chamber 
where I was, and opening the Trunk, as ſoon 

as he ſaw me, he took it upon his Head and car- 
ried it away. He came downa high Stair-caſe 
into a Court, which he went through very 
ſpeedily ; and got to the Street, While he 
carry'd me the Trunk unhappily opened, 
and I not being able to endure to be expoſed 
to the View and Shouts of the Mob that fol- 
lowed us, leapt out into the Street with ſo 
much haſte that I hurt my Leg, fo as J have 

A. 2 been 
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been lame ever ſince. I was not ſenſible how 
bad it was at firſt, and therefore got up 


quickly to get away from the People, who 


laugh'd at me; nay, I threw handfuls of Gold 


and Silver among them, and whilſt they were ga- 


thering it up, I made my Eſcape by croſs Streets 
and Alleys. But the curſed Barber improving 
the Stratagem that I had made uſe of to get a- 
way from the Mob, followed mecloſe, crying, 

ftay Sir, why do you run ſo faſt? If you knew 
how much I am afflicted at the ill Treatment you 
receiv'd from the Cadis, you, who are ſo gene- 
rous a Perſon, and to whom I and my Friends 
are ſo much oblig'd ! Did not I tell you truly, 
that you would expoſe your Life by your obſti- 
nate Refuſal to let me go with you? Sce now, 
what has happen'd to you, by your own Fault; 
and if I had not reſolutely follow'd you, to ſee 
whither you went, what would have become 
of you? Whither do you go then, Sir? ſtay for 
me 


the Street ; it was not enough for him to have 
occaſion'd ſo great a Scandal in the Quarter 
of the Cadis, but he would have it be known 
through the whole Town. I was in ſuch a 
Rage, that I had a great mind to have ſtay'd 
and cut his Throat; but conſidering that that 
would have perplex'd me farther, I choſe an- 
other Courſe : for perceiving that his calling 


after me, expoſed me to vaſt Numbers of 


People, who crowded- to their Doors or Win- 


dows, or ſtopt in the Streets to gaze on me, 1 
enter'd into a * Khan or Inn, the Chamber 


lain 


4. Publick Houſe, in the Tens of the Levant, 
er here Strangers lodges | 


Thus the wretched Barber cry'd aloud in 
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lain of which knew me; and finding him at the 

Gate, whither the Noiſe had brought him, I. 
pray'd him, for the ſake of Heaven, to hinder 
that Madman from coming in after me. He 
promiſed to do fo, and was as good as his Word; 


but not without a great deal of Trouble, for 


the obſtinate Barber would go in, in ſpight of 
him, and did not retire without calling him a 
thouſand ill Names; and after the Chamber- 
lain ſhut the Gate, the Barber continued tel- 
ling the Mob what great Service he had done 
me. Thus I rid my ſelf of that troubleſome 
Fellow. After that, the Chamberlain prayed 
me to tell him my Adventure, which J did, and 
then deſired him to let me have an Apartment 
until I were cured : But, Sir, ſays he, won't 


it be more convenient for you to go home? 1 


will not return thither, ſaid I, for the deteſtable 
Barber will continue plaguing me there, and 1 


| ſhall die of Vexation to be continually teaz'd 


with him. Beſides, after what has befallen me 
to-day, I cannot think of ſtaying any longer in 
this Town, I muſt go whither my ill Fortune 
leads me: And actually, when I was cur'd, I 
took all the Money I thought neceſſary for my 
Travels, and gave the reſt of my Eſtate among 
my Kindred, 

Thus, Gentlemen, I left Bagdad, and came 
hither. 1 had ground to hope that I ſhould 
not meet this pernicious Barber in a Countr 
ſo far from my own, and yet J found him a- 


mongſt you: Don't be ſurpriz'd then at my 


Haſte to be gone, you may eaſily judge how un- 
pleaſant to me the Sight of a Man is, who was 
the Occaſion of my Lameneſs, and of my be- 


ing reduced to the melancholy Neceſſity of li- 


ving ſo far from my Kindred, Friends, and 
A 3 Coun- 
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Country. When he had ſpoke theſe Words, the 


lame young Man roſe up and went out ; the 
Maſter of the Houſe conducted him to the Gate, 
and told him he was ſorry that he had given 
him, tho' innocently, ſo great a Subject of Mor- 
tification. 

When the young Man was gone, continued 
the Taylor, we were all aſtoniſhed at the Story, 
and turning to the Barber, told him he was very 
much in the wrong, if what we had juſt now 
heard were true. Gentlemen, anſwers he, rai- 
ſing up his Head, which 'till then he had held 
down, my Silence during the young Man's Diſ- 
courſe is enough to teſtify, that he advanced no- 
thing that was not true: But for all that he has 
laid to you, I maintain that I ought to have done 
what I did; I leave yourſelves to be Judges of 
it. Did not he throw himſelf into Danger, and 
could he have come off ſo well without my Aſſi- 
{tance ? He was too happy to get off with a lame 
Leg. Did not I expoſe myſelf to a greater 
Danger to get him out of an Houſe, where I 
thought he was ill treated? Has he any reaſon 
to complain of me, and to give me ſo many bad 
Words? This is what one gets by ſerving un- 
thankful People. He accuſes me of being a 
prating Fellow, which is a mere Slander : Of 
ſeven Brothers there's of us, I am he who ſpeak 
the leaſt, and have moſt Wit for my ſhare; and 
to perſuade you of it, Gentlemen, I need only 
to tell my own Story and theirs. Honour me, I 
beſecch you, with your Attention, 


4g 
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The Story of the Barber. 


IN. de Reign of the Calf Manſtancer Bil. 


lah, continues he, a Prince ſo famous for his 
vaſt Liberality towards the Poor, ten High- 
way-men infeited the Roads about Bagdad, and 


for a long Time committed unkeard-of Robbe- 


ries and Cruelties. Ihe Califf having Notice 
of this, ſent for the Judge of the Policy, ſome 
Days before the Feaſt of Bairam, and ordered 
him on pain of Death to bring all the Ten to 
ä 

Scheherazade ſtopt here, becauſe Day ap- 


pear'd, and next Night reſumed her Diſcourie 
as follows, | 


CLXVII Night. 


T. HE Judge of the Policy, continu'd the 

Barber, uſed ſo much Diligence, and ſent 
ſo many People in purſuit of the ten Robbers, 
that they were taken on the Day of Bairam. 
I was walking then on the Banks of the Tygris, 
and ſaw ten Men richly apparelled go into a 
Boat: I might have known they were Rob- 
bers, had I obſerved the Guards that were 
with them ; but I look'd only to them, and 


* thinking they were People that had a mind 


A 4 to 
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* He was raiſed tothis Dignity in the Wear of the 
Hegira 623, and Anno Dom. 1220, and was the 
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to ſpend the Feſtival Day in Jollity, I enter'd 
the Boat with them, without ſaying one Word, 
in hopes they would allow me to be one of 
the Company. We went down the Tigris, 
and landed before the Califf's Palace: I had 
time then to conſider with myſelf, and to find 
my Miſtake, When we came out of the Boat, 
we Were ſurrounded by a new Troop of the 
Judge of the Policy's Guard, who ty'd us all, 
and carry'd us all before the Calif I fut- 
tered myſelf to be ty'd as well as the reſt, 
without ſpeaking one Word : For to what 
purpoſe ſhould I have ſpoke, or made any 
Reſiſtance? That had been the Way to have 
been ill treated by the Guards, who would 
not have liſten'd to me, for they are brutiſh 


Fellows that will hear no Reaſon ; I was with 


the Robbers, and that was enough to make 

them believe me to be one. = 
When we came before the Califf, he or- 
der'd the ten Highwaymens Heads to be 
cut off immediately. The Executioner drew 
us up in a File within reach of his Arm, and 
by good Fortune I was the laſt. He cut off the 
Heads of the ten Highwaymen, beginning 
at the firſt; and when he came to me, he 
ſtopt. The Calift perceiving that the Exe- 
cutioner did not meddle with me, he grew 
angry : Did not I command thee, ſays he, to 
cut off the Heads of ten Highwaymen, and 
why haſt thou cut off but nine? Commander 
of the Faithful, ſays he, Heaven preſerve 
me from diſobeying your Majeſty's Orders: 
there are ten Corps upon the Ground, and as 
many Heads which I cut off; your Majeſty may 
count them. When the Califf faw himſelf, 
that what the Exccutioner ſaid was trons 
he 
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he look'd upon me with Amazement, and 
perceiving that I had not the Face of a High- 
way man, ſays to me, Good old Man, how 
came you to be among thoſe Wretches, who 
have deſerv'd a thouſand Deaths ? I anſwer- 
ed, Commander of the Faithful, I ſhall make 
a true Confeſſion. This Morning I faw thoſe 
ten Perſons, whoſe Chaſtiſement is a Proof 
of your Majeſty's Juſtice, take Boat: I em- 
bark'd with them, thinking they were Men 
going to a Treat to celebrate this Day, which 
is the moſt remarkable in our Religion. 1 
Ihe Califf could not ſorbear laughing at my 
Adventure, and inſtead of treating me as a 
prattling Fellow, as the lame young Man did, 
he admired my Diſcretion and conſtant Silence. 
Commander of the Faithful, ſaid I, your Ma- 
jeſty need not wonder at my keeping Silence, on 
ſuch an Occaſion, as would have made another 
apt to ſpeak: I make a particular Profeſſion of 
holding my Peace, and upon that account I 
have acquir'd the glorious Title of Silent. 

Thus I am called, to diſtinguiſh me from m 
fix Brothers. This is the Effect of my Phi- 
loſophy; and in a word, in this Virtue con- 
fiſts my Glory and Happineſs, I am very glad, 
ſays the Califf, ſmiling, that they gave you a 
Title which you ſo well deſerve, and know how 
to make ſuch good Uſe of. But tell me what 
Sort of Men were your Brothers, were they 
like you? By no means, ſaid I, they were all 
of them more given to prating than another: 
And as to their Perſons, there was {till a great- 
er Difference betwixt them and me. The firſt 
was Humpback'd; the ſecond had rotten Teeth; 
the third had but one Eye ; the fourth was 
Blind; the fifth had his Ears cut; and the 
A 5 ſixth 
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ſixth had Hare-Lips. They had ſuch Adven- 


tures as would inform you of their Characters, 

had I the Honour to tell them to your Ma- 
jeſty: And ſince the Califf ſeem'd to deſire no 
better than that J ſhould tell him their Stories, 
I went on without his Order. 


The Story of the Barber's eldeſt Brother, 


8 I R, faid 1, my eldeſt Brother, whoſe Name 

was Bacbouc the Humpback, was a Taylor 
by Trade: When he came out of his Appren- 
ticeſhip, he hired a Shop over-againſt a Mill, 
and having but very little Buſineſs, he could 


ſcaacely maintain himſelf. The Miller, on the 


contrary, was very wealthy, and had a very 
handſome Wife. One Day as my Brother was 
at work in his Shop, he lift up his Head and 
faw the Miller's Wife looking out of the Win- 
dow, and was charm'd with her Beauty. The 
Woman took no notice of him, but ſhut her 
Window, and came no more to it all that Day, 

While the poor Taylor did nothing but lift up 
his Eyes towards the Mill all Day long. He 


_ prick'd his Fingers oftner than once, and his 


Work that Day was not very regular. At Night, 
when he was to ſhut his Shop, he could ſcarce 
tell how to do it, becauſe he ſtill hoped the 


Miller's Wife would come to the Window once 


more ; but at laſt he was forced to ſhut up, and 
go Home to his little Houſe, where he had but 
a very forry Night. He got up betimes in the 
Morning, and ran to his Shop, in hopes to ſee 
his Miſtreſs again; but he was no happier than 
the Day before, for the Miller's Wife did not 
appear at the Window above one Moment el 
| the 
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the day, but that Moment made the Taylor 
the moſt amorous Man that ever liv'd. The 
third Day he had ſome more ground of Satiſ- 
faction; for the Miller's Wife caſt her Eyes 
upon him by Chance, and ſurpriz'd him as he 
was gazing at her, of which ſhe preſently knew 
the Reaſon. Here Day began to appear, which 
made the Sultaneſs break off her Story, and ſhe 
reſum'd it next Night thus. 


CLXVII Night. 


O ſooner (continu'd the Barber) did the 
Miller's Wife perceive my Brother's Mind, 
but inſtead of being vex'd at it, ſhe reſol- 

ved to make it her Diverſion. She look'd upon 
him with a ſmiling Countenance, and my Bro- 
ther look'd upon her in the ſame manner, but 
after ſuch an odd fort, that the Miller's Wite, 
preſently ſhut her Window, left her loud 
Laughter ſhould have made him ſenſible that 
ſhe only ridicul'd him. Poor Bacbouc inter- 
preted her Carriage to his own Advantage, and 
flatter'd himſelf that ſhe look'd upon him with 
Pleaſure, 

The Miller's W Ke reſolved to make Sport 
with my Brother : She had a Piece of very fine 
Stuff, with which the had a long I ime deſian'd 
to make her a Suit; ſhe wrapt it up in a 
fine embroider'd Silk Hankerchief, and ſent it 
him by a young Slave that ſhe had; who be- 
ing taught her Leſſon, comes to che Taylor's 
Shop, and tells him, my Miſtreſs gives you her 
Seri ice, and 880 You to make her a Suit of 
tlis Stuff according to this 4 ttern; ſhe c hanges 
ker Cloaths eilten, fo that her Cuſtom will be 
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profitable to you. My Brother doubted not 
but the Miller's Wife loved him, and thought 
that ſne ſent him Work ſo ſoon after what had 
paſs'd betwixt them, only to fignify that ſhe 
knew his Mind, and to confirm him that he had 
obtain'd her Favour, My Brother being of this 
Opinion, charged the Slave to tell her Miſtreſs, 
that he would lay aſide all Work for hers, and 
that the Suit ſhould be ready next Morning. 
In effect, he work'd at it with ſo much Dili- 
cence, that he finiſh'd it the ſame Day. Next 
Morning the young Slave came to ſee if the Suit 
was ready; Bacbouc gave it to her neatly folded 
up, telling her, I am too much concern'd to 
pleaſe your Miſtreſs to neglect ber Suit; I 
would engage her by my Diligence, to make 
uſe of no other but myſelf for the Time to 
come, The young Slave went ſome Steps, as 
if ſhe had intended to go away, and then com- 
ing back, whiſper'd to my Brother, I had for- 
got part of my Commiſion, my Miſtreſs charg'd 
me to compliment you in her Name, and to 
ask how you paſs'd the Night ; for her, poor 
Woman, ſhe loves you ſo mightily, that ſhe 
could not ſleep, Tell her, anſwers my filly 
Brother, I have ſo ſtrong a Paſſion for her, 
that theſe four Nights I have not flept one 
Wink. After ſuch a Compliment from the 
Miller's Wife, my Brother thought ſhe would 
not let him languiſh in Expectation of her Fa- 
vour. 

About a quarter of an Hour after, the Slave 
return'd to my Brother with a Piece of Sattin: 
My Miſtrets, 1ays the, is very well pleas'd with 

her Suit, nothing in the World can fit her bet- 
ter; and fince it is very fine, ſhe would not 
wear 1t without a new Petticoat, and ſhe prays 
1 You 
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you to make her one, as ſoon as you can, of this 
Piece of Sattin. It's enough, fays Bachouc, 
Pl. do it before I leave my Shop; you ſhall 
have it in the Evening, The Miller's Wiſe 
ſhow'd herielf often at her Window, was very 
prodigal of her Charms, and to encourage my 
Brother, ſhe made as if ſhe took Pleaſure to 
ſee him work. The Petticoat was foon made, 
and the Slave came for it, but brought the Tay- 
lor no Money, neither for the Trimming he had 
bought for the Suit, nor for his Labour. In 
the mean time, this unfortunate Lover, whom 
they only amuſed, though he could not perceive 
it, had eat nothing all that Day, and was 
forced to borrow Money at Night to buy his 
Supper. Next Morning as ſoon as he arriv'd 
at his Shop, the young Slave came to tell him, 
that the Miller wanted to ſpeak to him. M 

Miſtreſs, fays ſhe, has told him ſo much Good 
of you, when ſhe ſhew'd him your Work, 
that he has a Mind you ſhould work allo for 
him; ſhe does it on purpoſe, that the Friend- 
ſhip the deſigns to form betwixt you and him 


may make you ſucceed in what you both equal- 


ly deſire, My Brother was caſily perſuaded, 
and went to the Mill with the Slave. The 


Miller receiv'd him very kindly, and ſhew'd 


him a Piece of Cloth, told him he wanted 


Shirts, bid him make twenty of that Cloth, and 


give him again what was over and above. 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, held her peace, 


and the next Night continu'd the Hiſtory of 
Bacbouc thus, 


CLXIX 
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CLXIX Night. 


| M* Brother, faid the Barber, had Work 


enough for five or fix Days to make twenty 
Shirts ſor the Miller, who afterwards gave him 
another Piece of Cloth to make him as man 
Pair of Drawers. When they were finiſh'd, 
Bacbouc carry'd them to the Miller, who ask d 


him what he muſt have for his Pains. My Bro- 
ther anſwered, he would be content with twenty 


Drachms of Silver. The Miller immediately 
call'd the young Slave, and bid her bring him 
his Weights to ſee if his Money was right, The 
Slave, who had her Leſſon, look'd upon my 
Brother with an angry Countenance, to ſignify 
to him, that he would ſpoil all if he took an 


Money. He knew her Meaning, and refuſed 


to take any, tho? he wanted it ſo much that he 
was forced to borrow Money to buy the Thread 
that ſeve'd the Shirts and Drawers. When he 
left the Miller, he came to me to borrow Mo- 
ney to live on, and told me they did not pay 
him. I gave him ſome Copper Money I had 
in my Pocket, and upon that he ſubſiſted for 
ſome Days. It's true, indeed, he lived upon 
nothing but Broth, nor had he his Fill of that. 
One Day he went to the Miller, who was 
buſy at his Work, and thinking my Brother 
came for Money, he offer'd him ſome ; but the 
young Slave being preſent, made bim another 
Sign not to take it, which he comply'd with, and 


told the Miller he did not come for his Money i 


but only to know how he did. The Miller 
thank'd him, and gave him an upper Garment 


to make; Bacbouc carry'd it him next Day. 
Wen 
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When the Miller drew out his Purſe, the 
young Slave gave my Brother the uſual Sign, 

on which he ſaid to the Miller, Neighbour, 
there's no Haſte, we will reckon another time; 
ſo that the poor Ninny went to his Shop again, 
with three terrible Diſtempers upon him, Love, 
Hunger, and Want of Money. The Miller's 
Wife was not only greedy, but ill-natur'd; for 
not content to cheat my Brother of his Due, ſhe 
provok'd her Husband to revenge himſelf upon 
him, for making Love to her, which they ac- 
compliſh'd thus. The Miller invited Bachouc 
one Night to Supper, and after having given 
him a very ſorry Treat, ſays to him, Brother, 
it's too late for you to go Home, you had beſt 
{tay here all Night; and then carry'd him to a 
Place in the Mill, where there was a Bed; 
there he left him, and went to Bed with his 
Wife. About the middle of the Night, the 
Miller comes to my Brother, and fays, Neigh- 
bour are you ailcep? My Mule is ill, and [ 
have a great deal of Corn to grind, you will do 
me a mighty Kindneſs if you will turn the Mill 
in her ſtead. Lacbouc, to ſhow his good na- 
ture, told him, he was ready to do him that 
piece of Scrvice, if he would ſhow him how. 
Then the Miller ty'd him by the Middle to the 
Mule's Place, and whipping kim over the Back, 
bid him go, Neizhbour. Ho! fays my Brother, 
why do you beat me? It's to make you brisk, 
ſays the Miller, for without a Whip my Mule 
won't go. Pacbouc was amazed at this Sort of 

Treatment, but he durſt not complain, When 
he had gone five or ſix Rounds, he would fain 
have relied ; but the Miller gave him a dozen 
of ſound Laſhes, ſaying, Courage Neizhbour, 
don't ſtop, pray: : You mult go on Without tak - 
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ing your Breath, otherwiſe you will ſpoil my 
Meal. | 


Scheherazade ſtopt here, becauſe ſhe ſaw 


Day, and next Morning continu'd the Story 
thus. 


CLXX Night. 


| s | HE Miller obliged my Brother (fays the 
Barber) to turn the Mill thus all Night. 
About Break of Day he left him without unty- 
ing him, and went to his Wife's Chamber. Bac- 
bouc continued there for ſome time, and at laſt 
the young Slave came and unty'd him, Ah, 
ſays the treacherous Wretch, how my Miſtret+ 
and I bemoan'd you! We had no hand in 
this wicked Trick which her Husband has 
put upon you. Unhappy Bacbouc anſwer'd her 
never a Word, he was ſo much fatigu'd with 
Work and Blows; but crept Home to his Houſe, 
reſolving never to think more on the Miller's 
Wie. 
| The telling of this Story, ſays the Barber, 
made the Califf laugh. Go Home, ſays he to 
me, I have order'd ſomething to be given you 
inſtead of the good Dinner you expected. Com- 
mander of the Faithful, ſays I, pray your Ma- 
jeſty to ſtay till I tell the Story of my other Bro- 
thers. The Califf having ſignify'd by his Si- 
lence, that he was willing to hear me, I went 
on thus: 5 
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The Story of the Barber's ſecond Brother. 


M Y Second Brother, who was called Back- 
barah the Toolhleſs, going one Day thro' 
the City, met an old Woman in an Out-Street; 


| ſhe came to him preſently, and ſays, I want 


one Word with you, pray ſtop one Moment. 
He did ſo, and ask'd her what ſhe would have. 
If you will come along with me, ſays ſhe, 
1 will bring you into a ſtately Palace, where 
you ſhall ſee a Lady as fair as the Day. She 
will receive you with Abundance of Pleaſure, 
and give you a Treat with excellent Wine. I 
need ſay no more to you. But is what you ſay 


true, replied my Brother? I am no lying Huſ- 


ley, replies the old Woman, I fay nothing to 
you but what is true. But hark, I have ſome- 
thing to ask of you. You muſt be wiſe, you 
mult ſpeak but little, and you muſt be mighty 
complaiſant. Backbarah agreed to all this. 
The old Woman went before, and he followed 
after. They came to the Gate of a great Pa- 
lace, where there was Abundance of Officers 
and Domeſticks. Some of them would have 
ſtopp'd my Brother, bnt no ſooner did the old 
Woman ſpeak to them, but they let him pals, 
Then turning to my Brother, ſhe ſays to him, 
you mult remember that the young Lady I 
bring you to, loves Good-nature and Modeſty, 
and cannot endure to be contradicted ; if you 
pleaſe her in that, you may be ſure to obtain 
of her what you pleaſe. Backbarah thank'd 
her for this Advice, and promis d to follow 


It OLED 
| She 
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She brought him into a fine Apartments 


which was a great ſquare Building, anſwerable 


to the Magnificence of the Palace. There was 
a Gallery round it, and a very fine Garden in 
the middle. The old Woman made him fit 
down upon a Sopha very well trimm'd, and bid 
him ſtay a Moment, till ſhe went to tell the 
young Lady of his being come. 
My Brother, who had never been in ſuch 
a ſtately Place before, gaz'd upon all the fine 
Things that he ſaw ; and judging of his good 
Fortune by the Magnificence of the Palace, he 
was ſcarcely able to contain himſelf for Joy. 


By and by he heard a great Noiſe, occaſion'd 


by a Troop of merry Slaves, who came towards 
him with loud Fits of Laughter, and in the 
middle of them he perceived a young Lady of 
extraordinary Beauty, who was eaſily known ta 


be their Miſtreſs by the Reſpe& they paid her. 
Backbarah, who expected private Converſation 


with the Lady, was extremely ſurpriz'd when 
he ſaw ſo much Company with her. In the 
mean time, the Slaves put on a grave Coun- 
tenance when they drew near; and when the 
young Lady. came up to the Sopha, my Brother 
roſe up and made her a low Bow. She took the 
upper-hand, pray'd him to fit down, and ſays 
to him, with a ſmiling Countenance, I am 
mighty glad to ſee you, and wiſh you all the 
Happineſs you can defire, Madam, replies 
Backbarah, I cannot deſire a greater Happi- 
neſs than to be in your Company. You ſeem 
to be of a good Humour, ſays ſhe, and to have 
a Mind that we ſhould paſs the Time pleaſantly 
together, 

She forthwith commanded a Collation to be 
brought, and immediately a Table was cover'd 


with 


"RE 
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with ſeveral Baskets of Fruit and Confections, 
The Lady ſat down at the Table with the 
Slaves and my Brother ; and he being placed 
juſt over againſt her, when he open'd his 
Mouth to eat, ſhe perceived he had no Leeth ; 
and taking notice of it to her Slaves, ſhe and 
they laugh'd at him heartily. Backbarah, 
from time to time, lifted up his Head to look 
at her, and perceiving her laugh, thought it 
was for Joy of his Company, and flatter'd him- 
felf that ſhe would ſpeedily ſend away her 
Slaves, and be with him alone. She judg'd 
what was his Mind, and pleaſing herſelf to 
flatter him in his Miſtake, ſhe gave him Abun- 
dance of ſweet Words, and preſented him the 
beſt of every Thing with her own Hand, The 
Treat being done, they roſe from Table, when 
ten Slaves took muſical Inſtruments, and began 
to play and ſing, and others went to dance. 
My Brother, to make them Sport, did likewiſe 
dance, and the Lady danced with him. After 
they had danced ſome time, they fate down to 
take Breath, and the young Lady calling tor a 

Glaſs of Wine, look'd upon my Brother with 
a ſmiling Countenance, to ſignify that ſhe was 
going to drink his Health. He roſe up, and 
ſtood while ſhe drank. When ſhe had done, 
inſtead of giving back the Glaſs, ſhe order'd it 
to be fill'd, and preſented it to my Brother, 
that he might pledge her. 

Scheherazade perceiving Day, broke off her 
Story, and continu'd it next Night in the fol- 
lowing manner, 


CLXXI 
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CLXXI Night. 


SIR. ſays ſhe to the Sultan, the Barber 
went on thus. My Brother took the Glaſs 
from the young Lady's Hand, which he kiſs d 
at the ſame time, and ſtood and drank to her, 
in Acknowledgment of the Favour ſhe had 
done him. Then the young Lady made him 
it down by her, and began to careſs him. 
She put her Hand behind his Head, and gave 
him ſome Tips, from time to time with her 
Fingers : Raviſh'd with thoſe Favours, he 
thought himſelf the happieſt Man in the World, 
and had a great Mind to toy alſo with the 
charming Lady, but durſt not take that Liberty 
before ſo many Slaves, who had their Eyes 
upon him, and laughed at their Lady's wanton 
Tricks. The young Lady continu'd to tip him 
with her Fingers, but at laſt gave him ſuch a 
ſound Box on the Ear, that he grew angry at 
it; the Colour came in his Face, and he roſe 
up to fit at a greater Diſtance from ſuch a rude 
Play-fellow. Then the old Woman, who 
brought him thither, gave him a Look, to let 
him know that he was in the wrong, and that 
he had forgot the Advice ſhe gave him, to be 
very Complaiſant. He own'd his Fault, and 
in order to make: amends, he went near the 
young Lady again, pretending that he did not 
go away out of any bad Humour. She drew 
him by the Arm, made him fit down by her 
again, and gave him a thouſand malicious 
Hugs. Her Slaves came in for a part of the 
Diverſion : One gave poor Backbarah a Filip 
on 


EN TERTAINME NIS. 21 


on the Noſe with all her Strength; another 
pull'd him by the Ears, as if ſhe would have 
pluck'd them off; and others box'd him fo, as 
might ſhew they were not in jeſt, My Brother 
ſuffer'd all this with admirable Patience, at- 
fected a gay Air, and looking to the old Wo- 
man, ſays to her with a forc'd Smile, You told 
me, indeed, that I ſhould find the Lady very 
good, very pleaſant, and very charming; I 
muſt own I am mightily oblig'd to you ! All 
this is nothing, replies the old Woman: Let 
her go on, you will ſee another thing by and 
by. Then the young Lady fays to him, Bro- 
ther, you are a brave Man, 1am glad to find 
you are of fo good an Humour, and fo com- 
plaiſant, to bear with my little Capricio's ; 

your Humour is exactly like mine. Madam, 
reply'd Backbarah, who was charm'd with this 
Difcourſe, I am no more my own Man, I am 

wholly yours, you may diſpoſe of me as you 
pleaſe, Oh! how you oblige me, ſays the 
Lady, by fo much Submiſſion: I am very well 
fatisfy'd with you, and will have you to be fo 
with me ; bring him Perfume, fays ſhe, and 
Roſe- water. Upon this, two Slaves went out 
and return'd ſpeedily ; one with a Silver Per- 
fume-Box, with the beſt Wood of Aloes, with 
which ſhe perfum'd him ; and the other with 
Roſe-water, which ſhe threw on his Hands 
and Face. My Brother was quite beſide him- 
ſelf at this honourable Treatment. After this 
Ceremony, the young Lady commanded the 
Slaves, who had already play'd on their Inſtru- 
ments and ſung, to renew their Concerts. They 
obey'd, and in the mean time the Lady call'd 
another Slave, and order'd her to carry my 
Brother with her, and do what ſhe knew, and 


bring 


— 
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bring him back to her again. Backbarah, who 
heard this Order, got up quickly, and going 


to the old Woman, who allo roſe up to go a- 


long with him and the Slave, pray'd her to tell 
him what they were to do with him. My Mi- 
ſtreſs is only curious, reply'd the old Woman 
ſoftly ; ſhe has a Mind to ſee how you look in 
a Woman's Dreſs, and this Slave, who has 
Orders to carry you with her, has Orders to 
paint your Eye-brows, to cut off your Whiſ— 
kers, and to dreſs you like a Woman. You 
may paint my Brows as much as you pleaſe, 
ſays my Prother, I agree to that, becauſe I can 
waſh it off again; but to ſhave me, you know 


1 émuſt not allow that. How can I appear a- 


broad again without Muſtacho's. Beware of 
refuſing what's ask'd of you, ſays the old Wo- 


man: You will ſpoil your Affairs, which go 
on now as well as Heart can wiſh. The Lady 


loves you, and has a Mind to make you happy; 
and will you, for a naſty Whisker, renounce 
the moſt delicious Favour that Man can ob- 

tain ? Backbarah liſten'd to the old Woman, 


and without ſay ing one Word, went to a 


Chamber with the Slave, where they painted 
his Eye-brows with Red, cut off his Whiskers, 
and went to do the like with his Beard. My - 
Brother's Patience then began to wear out: 
O! ſays he, I will never part with my Beard. 
The Slave told him, that it was to no purpoſe 
to have parted with his Whiskers, if he would 
not alſo part with his Beard, which could ne- 
ver agree with a Woman's Dreſs; and ſhe 
wondred, that a Man, who was upon the point 
to enjoy the fineſt Lady in Bagdad, ſhould 
have any regard to his Beard. The old Wo- 


man threatened him with the Loſs of the 
| young 


FE NTERTAINMENTS. 23 
young Lady's Favour ; fo that at laſt he let 


them do what they would, When he was 
dreſs'd like a * many they brought him before 
the young % laughed fo heartily when 


ſhe faw him, at ſhe fell backward on the 
Sopha where ſhe | 4 The Slaves laugh'd and 
chapp's their Hands, ſ tha: my Brother was 
quite out of e OR The young Lady 
got up, and ſtill laughing, {ays to him, after 
ſo much Complaiſance or. me, I ſhould be very 
much in the wrong not to love you with all 
my Heart : But there's one thing more you 
muſt do for me, and that is, to dance as we 
do. He obey'd, and the young Lady and her 
Slaves danced with him, laughing as if they 
had been mad. After they had danced ſome 
time with him, they all fell upon the poor 
W retch, and did fo box and kick him, that he 
fe] down like one out of his Senſes. The old 
Woman helped him up again; and that he 
might not have Time to think of his ill Treat- 
ment, ſhe bid him take Courage, and whiſ- 
per'd in his Ear, That all his Sufferings were 
at an end, and that he was juſt about. to re- 
ceive his Rewnnd: 

Day-light beginning to appear, Scheherazade 


broke off her Story, and continu'd it the next 
Night, as follows, 


CLXXII Night, 


HE old Woman continu'd her Diſcourſe 


to Bacibarah thus: You have only one 
Thing more to do, and that is but a ſmall one, 
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You muſt know that my Miſtreſs has a Cu- 
ſtom, when ſhe has drank a little, as you ſee 
{he has done to-day, to let no body that ſhe 
loves come near her, except they be ſtripp'd to 
their Shirt; and when they have done ſo, ſhe 
takes a little Advantage of them, and ſets a 
running before them through the Gallery, and 
from Chamber to Chamber, till they catch 
her. This is one more of her Humours : What 
Advantage ſoever ſhe takes of you, conſidering 
your Nimbleneſs, and Inclination to the Work, 
you. will ſoon overtake her; . ſtrip yourſelf 
then to your Shirt, and undreſs yourſelf with- 
out delay. 5 {226 
My filly Brother, ſays the Barber, had done 

too much to ſtick at any thing now. He un- 
drefled himſelf ; and in the mean time the 
young Lady was ftripp'd to her Shift and Un- 
_ der-Petticoat, that ſhe might run the more 
nimbly. When they were ready to run, the 
young Lady took the Advantage of 20 Paces, 
and then fell a running with ſurprizing Swift- 
neſs: My Brother followed her as faſt as he 
could ; the Slaves in the mean time laughing 
aloud and clapping their Hands. The young 
Lady, inſtead of loſing ground, gain'd upon 
my Brother ; ſhe made him run two or three 
times round the Gallery, and then running in- 
to a long dark Entry, got away by a Paſlage 
which ſhe knew. Backbarah, who {til] fol- 
lowed her, having loft Sight of her in the 
Entry, was obliged to ſlacken his Pace, be- 
cauſe of the Darkneſs of the Place: At laſt 
perceiving a Light, he ran towards it, and went. 
out a door, which was immediately ſhut up- 
on him. You may imagine that he was 

| mightily 
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mightily ſurprized to find himfelf in a Strect 
inhabited by Curriers, and they were no less 
ſarpriz'd to ſee him in his Shirt, his Eye-brows 
painted red, and without Beard or Muſtacho's : 
They began to clap their Hands and ſhout at 
him, and ſome of them ran after him, and 
laſh'd his Buttocks with Pieces of Leather. 
Then they ſtopp'd, and ſet him upon an Af; 
which they met by chance, and carry'd him 
through the Town expoſed to the Laughter of 
the People. 

And to compleat his Misfortune, as he went 
by the Houſe of a Juſtice of Peace, he would 


needs know the Cauſe of the Tumult. The 


Curriers told him, that they ſaw him come out 


in that Condition at the Gate of the Apartment 


of the Grand Vizier's Lady, which open'd in- 
to their Street; upon which the Juſtice order'd 
unfortunate Backbar ah to have 100 Blows with 
a Cane on the Soles of hk Feet, and ſent him 
out of the Town, with Orders never to return 
again. 

Thus, Commander of the Faithful, ſays I to 
the Califf Monſtaucer Billah, I ho given an 
Account of the Adventure of my ſecond Bro- 
ther, who did not know that our greateſt Ladies 
divert themſelves ſometimes by putting ſuch 
Tricks upon young People, that are ſo fooliſh 
to be catch'd in their Snares. 

Scheheragade was oblig'd to flop hg be- 
cauſe Day appeared, and next Night diverted 
the Sultan with the following Story. 


Vo I. V. B CLXXIII. 
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» CLXXII Night. 


8 IR, the Barber without breaking off, told 


the Story of his third Brother, in the follow- 
ing manner. 


A Story of the Barber's third Brother. 


6 of the Faithful, ſays he to the 


Califf, my third Brother, whoſe Name 
was Backback, Fo blind, and his ill Deſtiny 
reduc'd him to beg from Door to Door. He 
had been ſo long accuſtomed to walk through 


the Street alone, that he had no need of one to 
lead him: He had a Cuſtom to knock at Peo- 
| ples Doors, and not to anfwer till they opened 
to him. One day he knock'd thus at a Door, 


and the Maſter of the Houſe, who was alone, 


cry'd, Who is there? My Brother gave no An- 


ſwer, and knock'd a ſecond time: The Maſter 
of the Houſe asked again, Who is there? but 
to no purpoſe, My Brother did not anſwer ; 
upon which the Man of the Houſe came down, 
open'd the Door, and asked my Brother what 
he wanted? That you would give me ſome- 
thing for Heaven's fake, ſays Bedhhack, You 
ſeem to be blind, reply'd the Maſter of the 
Houſe. Yes, to my Sorrow, ſays my Brother. 
Give me your Hand, ſays the Maſter of the 
Houſe. My Brother did fo, thinking he was 


going to give him Alms ; but he only took him 


by the Hand to lead him up to his Chamber ; 
Backback thought he had been carrying him to 
Dinner with him, as ſeveral other People had 

done. 


c 
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done. When they came up to the Chamber, 
the Man loofed his Hand out of my-Brother's, 
and ſitting down, asked him again, What he 
wanted? I have already told you, ſays Back- 
back, that I want ſomething for God's Sake. 
Good blind Man, replied the Maſter of the 
Houſe, all that I can do for you is, to with 
that God may reſtore you your Sight. You 
might have told me that at the Door, ſays 
my Brother, and not have given me the 
Trouble to have come up. And why, Fool, 
ſays the Man of the Houſe, don't you anfwer 


at firit, when People ask you, Who 1s there ? 


Why do you give any body the Trouble to 


come and open the Door when they 2 to 


you? What will you do with me then, ſays 
my Brother? 1 tell thee gain, ſays the Man 
of the Houſe, I have nothing to give you. 
Help me down Stairs then, replies Backback, 
as you help'd me up. The Stairs are before 
you, ſays the Man of the Houſe ; you may go 
down alone if you will. My Brother went to go 
down, but miſſing a 899 about the middle of 
the Stairs, he fell down and hurt his Head 
and his Back: He got up again, with a great 
deal of Difficulty, and complain'd heavily of 
the Maſter of the Houſe, who laugh'd at his 
Fall. 

As my Brother went out of the Houſe, two 
blind Men, his Companions, were going by, 
knew him by his Voice, and ask'd him what 
was the Matter je ogg told them what had hap- 
pen'd to him, ard afterwards faid, I have cat 
nothing to-day; I conjure you to go along 
with me to my Houſe, that I may take ſome 
of the Money that we three have in common 
to buy me ſomething for Supper. Ihe two 

B 2 blind 
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blind Men agreed to it, and they went home 
with him. 


You muſt know that the Maſter of the 


_Houſe, where my Brother was ſo ill uſed, 


was a Highway-man, and naturally cunning 
and malicious, He 'heard at his Window 
what Backback had ſaid to his Companions, and 
therefore came down and followed them to my 
Brother's Houſe. The blind Men being ſet 
down Lackback ſays to them, Brethren, we 
muſt ſhut the Door, and take care there be 
no Stranger with us. At this the Highway- 
man was much perplex'd, but perceiving by 
Chance a Rope hanging down from a Beam, 


he catched hold of it, and hung by it, while 


the blind Men ſhut the Door, and felt about 
the Room with their Sticks, When they 
had done this, and fat down again in their 
Places, the Highway-man left his Rope, and 


fat down ſoftly by my Brother, who tlink- 


ing himſelf alone with his blind Comrades, 
ſays to them, Brothers, fince you have truſt- 
ed me with the Money, which we all three 
have gathered a long time, I will thew you 
that I am not unworthy of the TPruſt you 
repoſe in me. The laſt time we reckon'd, 
you know we had 10000 Drachms, and that 
we put them into ten Bags, I will ſhow vou 
that I have not touch'd one of them; and ha- 
ving ſaid ſo, he put his Hand among ſome old 


Lumber, and taking out the Bags one after 


another, gave them to his Comrades, ſay ing, 
There they are, you may judge by their \V eight 


tiat they are whole, or you may tell them it 


you pleaſe, His Comrades anſwer'd, I here 


was no need, they did not miſtruſt him; ſo 


he open'd one of the Bags, and took out ten 
Drachms, 
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Drachms, and each of the other blind Men did 
the like. | 
My Brother put the Bags into their Place a- 


gain: After which, one of the blind Men fays. 


to him, There is no need to lay out any thing 
for Supper, for he had got as much V ictuals 
from good People as would ſerve them all three. 
At the ſame time he took out of his Bag Bread 
and Cheeſe, and fome Fruit, and putting g all 
upon the Table, they began to eat. The High- 
way- man who fat at my Brother's Right- hand, 
pick'd out the beſt, and eat with them; but 


whatever Care he took to make no Noi E, 


Backback heard his Chaps going, and cry'd out 


immediately, We are undone, there 1s a Stranger 


among us; and having faid fo, he ſtretch'd out 
his Hand, and catching hold of the Highway- 
man by the Arm, cry'd out Lhieves, tell upon 


him, and box'd him. The other blind Men 


fell upon him in like manner, and the High- 


way-man defended himſelf as well as he could; 

and being young and vigorous, and having the 
Advantage of his Eyes, he gave furious Blows, 
ſometimes to one, ſometimes to another, as he 
could come at them, and cry'd out Thieves 
louder than they did. The Neizhbo: urs came 
running at the Noiſe, broke open the Door, and 
had much ado to ſeparate the Combatants; but 
having at laſt done it, they ask'd the Cauſe of 
their (Varrel. My Brother, who ſtill had hold 
of the Highway-man, cry'd out, Gentlemen, 
this Man that I have hold on is a Thief, as 


ſtole in with us on Pin poſe to rob us of the litile 


Money we have, The Thief, who ſhut his 
Eyes as ſoon as the Neighbours came, feign'd 
himſelf alſo to be blind, and cries out, Gentle- 


B 3 men, 
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men, he is a Lyar. I ſtocar to you by Heaven, 


and by the Lit of the Cali, that aim their 
Companion, and they reſuſe to give me my juft 
Share. They have all three fallen pon me, and 
I demand ahi, The Neighbours would not 
meddle with their Quarrel, but carried them all 
four before a Judge. 

When they came before the Magiſtrate, the 
Highway-man, without ſtaying to be examin'd, 
ery ' out ſtill, ſeigning himſelf to be blind, 
Sir, ſince you are deputed to adminiſter Frſtice by 

22 Call; T0 God proſper, declare ta you 
that we are equolly y criminal, my three Comrades 
end 5 but wwe have all engaged, upm Oath, to 
confeſs nothing except we be Laſtinado d; fo that if 
you would know cur Crime, you need only order us 


o be baſtinado' d, and begin with me. My Bro- 


ther would have ſpoke, but was not allowed to 
do fo; and the Highway-man was put under 
the Baſtinado. 

Here Scheherazade ſtopp'd, becauſe it was 
Day, and the next Night reſumed her Story 
thus. 


CLXXIV Night. 


HE Robber being under the Baſtinado, 

had the Courage to bear twenty or thirty 
Blows. When ſeeming to be overcome with 
Pain, he firſt opened one Eye, and then the 
other, and crying out for Mercy, begg'd the 
Judge would put a ſtop to the Blows, The 
Judge perceiv'd that he look'd upon him with 
his Eyes open, was much furpriz'd at it, and 
ſays to him, Rogue, what's the Meaning of 
this Miracle? Sir, reply'd the W 
will 
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F will diſcover to yeu an important Secret, if you 
pardon me, and give me, as a Pledge that you 
will keep your Ii-ord, = Seal- Ring which you 
have on your Finger. ze Judge agreed to it, 
cave him his Ring, 2 mk ed: him Pardon. 
Upm this, fays the Highway- man, I muſt con- 
fefs to you, Sir, that I and my three Comrades do 
all of us fee very well : te fergned ourjelues to 
be blind, that we might Jrecly enter into People's 
Houſes, and into Women's Apartments, where we 
abuſe their Frailty. I must further conſeſs to you, 
that by this 4 Frick we have gain'd together 07 
thouſand Drachms. This Day 1 demanded 0 


my Partners 2500 that belonged to me as m 


Share, but they refus d, becauſe J told them [ 


Would leave them; and they were afraid 1 ſhould 
accuſe them, Upon my preſſing till to have my 
Share, they all three fell upon me; for which 1 
r Lad ta thoſe People who brought us before you. 

J expect from you Fuſtice, that you will make 
them deliver me the 2500 Drachms which ts my 
Due; and if you have a mind that my Comrades 
ſhould confeſs "the truth, you muſt order them 
three times as many Blows as have had, and 
you wil! find they will open their Eyes as well as 1 
ard. 

My Brother and the other two blind Men 
would have clear'd themſelves of this horrid 
Cheat, but the Judge would not hear them: 
J. Mains, ſays he, do you feign yourſelves blind 
then, and under that Pretext cheat People by 
begging their Charity, and abuſing poor Women 
He is a Cheat, cry'd my Brother, we take 
God to witneſs that none of us can ſee. 
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All that my Brother could ſay was in vain, 
his Comrades and he received each of them 200 
Blows. The Judge look'd always when they 
ſhould have open'd their Eyes, and aſcrib'd to 
their Obſtinacy what really they could not do. 
All the while the Highway-man faid to the 


blind Men, Poor Fools that you are, open your 


Eyes, and don't ſuffer yourſelves ta be filled with 


Blows, Then addreffing himſelf to the Judge, 


ſays, I perceive, Sir, that they will be malici- 
2 ob/tinate to the laſt, and will never open 
ther Eyes : T hey have a mind ceriainly to avoid 
tne Shame of reading therr own Condemnation in 
the Face of every one that looks upon them; it 
were better, if you think fit, to pardon them, and 
to fend ſome Perſon along with me for the 10000 


 Drachms they have hid. 


The Judge did fo, gave the Highway-man 
2500 Drachms, and kept the reſt to himſelf; 
and as for my Brother and his two Companions, 
he thought he ſhew'd them a great deal of 
Pity by ſentencing him only to be baniſhed. 


As ſoon as I heard what befel my Brother, I 


run after him; he told me his Misfortune, 
and I brought him back ſecretly to the Town. 
I could eaſily have juſtify'd him to the Judge, 
and have got the Highway-man punifh'd as he 
deſerved, but durſt not attempt it, for fear of 
bringing myſelf into Trouble. Thus I finiſh'd 
the ſad Adventure of my honeſt blind Brother. 
The Califf laughed at it, as much as at thoſe | 


| he had heard before, and order'd again that 


ſomething ſhould be given me; but without 
ſtaying for it, I begun the Story of my fourth 
Brother. 


The 
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The Story of the Barber Fourth 
Brother. 


LCOUZ was the Name of my fourth 
Brother, who came to loſe one of his 
Eyes, upon an Occaſion that I ſhall acquaint 
your Majeſty with by and by: He was a But- 
cher by Profeflion, and had a particular Way 


of teaching Rams to fight, by which he pro- 


cured the Acquaintance and Frie 2ndihip of the 
chief Lords of the Country, who loved that 


Sport; and for that end kept Rams about their 


Houſes : He had beſides a very good Trade, 
and had his Shop always full of the beſt Meat, 

becauſe he was very rich, and ſpared no Coſt 
for the belt of every Sort. One Day, when he 
was in his Shop, an old Man with a white long 
Beard came and bought fix Pound of Meat of 
him, gave him Money for it, and went his 
way. My Brother thought the Money fo fine, 
ſo white, and ſo well coined, that he put it a- 
part by itſelf: The ſame old Man came every 


Day for five Months together, bought a like 


Quantity of Meat, and paid for it in the ſame 
Sort of Money, which my Brother continued 


to lay apart by itſelf. 


At the End of hve Months, Alcouz having a 
mind to buy a Parcel of Sheep, and to pay for 
them in this fine Money, opened his Trunk ; 
but inſtead of finding his Money, was ext: eme. 
ly ſurpriz d to fee nothing but a Parcel of Leaves 
clipp'd round in the Place Where he had laid it: 
He beat his Head, and cry'd out aloud, which 
preſently brought the Neighbours about him, 
who were as much ſurpriz'd as he when he 
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told them the Story. O!] cry'd my Brother, 

reeping, that this treacherous old Fellow 
would come now with his hypocritical Looks. 
He had ſcarce done ſpeaking till he ſaw him 
coming at a diſtance, ran to him, and Jaid 
Hands on him; Muffelmen, cries he, as loud 
as he could, help! Hear what a Cheat thus 
wicked Fellow has put upon me; and at the | 
{ame time told a great Crowd of People, who 
came about him, what he had formerly told 
his Neighbours. When he had done, the old 
Man, without any Paſſion, ſays to him very 
gravely, You would do well to let me go, and 
by that means make amends for the Affront 
you have put upon me before ſo many People, 
for fear I ſhould put a greater Affront upon you, 
which 1 am not willing to do. How, fays my 
Brother, what have you to fay againſt me? I 
am an honeſt Man in my Buſineſs, and fear 
not you, nor no body. You would have me 
to te!l it then, fays the old Man; and turning 
to the People, fays to them, Know, good Peo- 
ple, that this Fellow, inſtead of felling Mut- 
ton, as he ought to do, he fells Man's Fleſh. 
You are a Cheat, ſays my Brother, No, no, 
ſays the old Man; ; good People, this very Mi- 
nute that J am ſpeaking to him, there's a Man 
with his Throat cut hung up in the Shop like a 
Sheep ; do any of you go thither, and lee if what 
1 fay be not true. 

Before my Brother had opened his Trunk, 
he had juſt killed a Sheep, dreſsd it, and ts 
poſed it in the Shop, according to Cuſtom ; he 
proteſted that what the oid Man faid was falſe ; 2 
and notwithſtanding all his Proteſtations, the 
Mob being prejudic' 4 againſt a Man accuſed of 
ſuch a heinous Crime, would go to {ce whether 
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the Matter was true. They oblig'd my Bro- 
ther to quit the old Man, laid hold of him, and 
run like mad Men to his Shop, where they ſaw 
a Man murdered and hung up, as the oid Man 
had told them; for he was a Magician, and de- 
ceived the Eyes of all People, as he did my 
Brother, when he made him take Leaves in- 
ſtead of Money. At this Spectacle, one of 
thoſe who he'd Alec, cave him a great Blow 
with his Fiſt, and fays to him, Thou wicked 
Villain, doſt thou make us eat Man's Fleſh in- 
Read of Mutton ; and at the ſame time the old 
Man gave him another Blow, which beat out 
one of his Eycs, and every body that could get 
near him beat him; and not content with that, 
they carried him before a Judge, with the pre- 
tended Carcaſe of the Man, to be Evidence a- 
gainſt him. Sir, ſays the old Magician to the 
Judge, we have brought you a Man, who is ſo 
barbarous as to murther People, and to ſell their 
Fleſh inftead of Mutton : The Publick expects 
that you ſhould puniſh him in an exemplary 
manner. The Judge heard my Brother with 
Patience, but would believe nothing of the Sto- 
ry of the Money exchanged into Leaves, called 
my Brother a Cheat, told him he would believe 
his own Eyes, and ordered him to have 500 
Blows, He afterwards made him tell him where 
his Money was, took it all from him, and ba- 
niſhed him for ever, aiter having made him ride 
three Days through the Town upon a Camel, 
2xpoſed to the Inſults of the People. 

Scheherazade perceiving Day-light, broke off, 
and next Night continued her Story as follows, 


CLXXV. 
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CLXXV Night. 


HE Barber went on thus: I was not at 

Bagdad when this tragical Adventure befel 
my fourth Brother. He retir'd into a remote 
Place, where he lay conceal'd till he was cured 
of the Blows with which his Back was terribly 
maul'd. When he was able to walk, he went 
by Night to a certain Town, where no body 
knew him, and there he took a Lodging, from 
whence he ſeldom went out; but being weary 
cf this Life, he went to walk in one of the 
Suburbs, where all of a ſudden he heard a great 
Noiſe of Horſemen coming behind him. He 
was then by chance near the Gate of a great 
Houſe, and fearing, after what had befallen 
him, that theſe Horſemen were purſuing him, 
he opened the Gate in order to hide himſelf, 
and after he ſhut it, came into a great Court, 
where immediately two Servants came and took 
him by the Neck, and ſaid, Heaven be praiſed, 
that you have come of your own accord to ſur- 
render yourſelf to us; you have frighten'd us ſa 


much theſe three laſt Nights, that we could not 


fleep ; nor would you have {pared our Lives, if 
you could have come at us. You may very 
well imagine my Brother was much ſurpriz'd 
at this Compliment : Good People, ſays he, 1 
know not what you mean, you certainly take 
me for another. No, no, reply'd they, you 
and your Comrades are great Robbers: You 


were not content to rob our Maſter of all that 


he had, and to reduce him to Beggary, but you 
bad a mind to take his Life. Let us ſee a little, 
if you have not a Knife about you, which you 

had 
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had in your Hand when you purſued us laſt 
Night. And having ſaid thus, they ſearched 
him, and found he had a Knife. Ho! ho! 
cry'd they, laying hold of him, and dare you 
ſay that you are not a Robber? Why, ſays my 


Brother, cannot a Man carry a Knife about 


him without being a Highway- man? If you 
will hearken to my Story, continues he, inſtead 
of having ſo bad an Opinion of me, you will 
be touched with Compaſſion at my Misfortunes. 
But far from hearkening to him, they fell upon 
him, trod him under Foot, took away. his 
Cloaths, and tore his Shirt. Then ſeeing the 
Scars on his Back, O Dog, ſay they, redou- 


bling their Blows, would you have us to believe 


you to be an honeſt Man, when your back 
ſhows us the contrary ? Alas! ſays my Brother, 
my Faults muſt be very great, ſince after ha- 
ving been abuſed already fo unjuſtly, I am abu- 
ſed again a ſecond time without being more cul- 
pable. | | 

'The two Servants, no way moved with his 
Complaint, carry'd him before the Judge, who 
asked him how he durſt be fo bold as to go into 
their Houſe, and purſue them with a drawn 
Knife? Sir, reply'd poor Alcouz, I am the moſt 
innocent Man in the World, and am undone if 
you will not be pleaſed to hear me patiently : 
No body deſerves more Compaſſion. Sir, re- 
plies one of the Domeſticks, will you liften to 
a Robber, who enters Peoples Houles to plunder 
and murder 'em? If you won't believe us, only 
look upon his own Back; and when he ſaid fo, 
he uncovered my Brother's Back, and ſhewed it 
to the Judze, who, without any other Infor- 
mation, commanded immediately to give him 
100 
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100 Laſhes with a Bulb's Pizzle over the Shoul- 


ders, and made him afterwards be carry'd thro” 
the Town on a Camel, with one crying before 
him, Thus are ſuch Men puniſh'd as enter Peo- 
ples Houſes by Force, Aſter having treated him 
thus, they baniſh'd him the Town, and forbid 


him ever to return to it again. Some People, 


who met him after the ſecond Misfortune, 


brought me word where he was; and I went 
and fetch'd him to Bagdad privately, and gave 
him all the Aſſiſtance I could. The Calift, 
continu'd the Barber, did not laugh ſo much at 
this Story as at the other. He was pleaſed to 
bewail the unfortunate Alcouz, and ordered 
ſomething to be given me. But without giving 
his Servants time to obey his Orders, I conti- 
nued my Diſcourſe, and ſaid to him, Ay Saver 
reign Lord and Maſter, you ſee that I don't ſpeak 
much And ſince your Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
do me the Favour te Uijlen to me jo far, I beg you 
would l:kewiſe hear the Adventures of my two other 
Brothers : 1 hope they will be as diverting as thoſe 
of the former. Tou may make a compleat Hiſtory 
of them, that won't be unworthy of your Library : 
do myſelf the Honour then to acquaint you, that 
the fifth Brother was called Alnaſchar. 

Here Scheherazade broke off, and left the reſt 
of the Story till next Morning, when ſhe con- 
tinued it thus. 


CLXXVI. 
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The Story of the Barber's Fifth Bro- 
ther. 


A Lniſchar as long as our Father liv'd, was 


very lazy; inſtead of working for his Li- 
ving, he uſed to go a begging in the Evening, 
and to live upon what he got next Day, Our 
Father died in a very old Age, and left among 
us 700 Drachms of Silver: We divided it equally 
among us, ſo that each of us had 100 for our 
Share. Alnaſchar, who had never ſo much Mo- 
ney before in his Life-time, was very much per- 
plex'd to know what he ſhould do with it. He 
conſulted a long time with himſelf, and at laſt 
reſolved to lay it out in Glaſſes, Bottles, and 
other Glaſs-work, which he bought of a great 
Merchant. He put all in an open Basket, and 
choſe a very little Shop, where he ſat with the 
Basket before him, and his Back againſt the 
Wall, expecting while ſomebody ſhould come 
and buy his Ware. In this Poſture he fate with 
his Eyes fix'd on his Basket, and began to rave. 
During which, he ſpoke as follows, loud enough 
to be heard by a neighbouring Taylor: This 
Basket, ſays he, co/t me 100 Drachms, which 
7s all I have in the World , 1 ſhall make 200 of 
it by retailing my Glaſs, and of thoſe 200 
Drachms, which 1 will again lay out in Glaſs, J 
ſhall make 400 ; and going on thus, I ſhall at laſt 
make 4000 Drachms ; of 4000 I fhall” raftly 
make 8 ooo, and when 1 come to 10000, I will 
leave off ſelling Glaſs, and turn Feweller, I will 
trade in Diamonds, Pearls, and all farts of pre- 
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cicus Stones. Then when I am rich as I can wiſh 
{ will buy a fine Houſe, a great Eſtate, Slaves, 
Eunuchs, Horſes; I will keep a good Houſe, and 
make a great Figure in the World; I will fend 
for all the Muſicians and Dancers of both Sexcs 
in Town, Nor will I floþ here, I will by the 
Favour of Heaven go on till I get 100000 
Drachms, and when I hade got ſo much, I will 
think my 4 as great as a Prince, and ſend to de- 
mand the Grand V izier's Daughter in Marriage, 
and repreſent to that Miniſter, that 1 have 
heard very much of the wonderful Beauty and 


Modeſty, Mit, and all the ether Qualities of 


his Daughter. In a word, that JI will give him 
1000 Pieces of Gold the fiſt Night we are mar- 
ried; and if the Vizzer be ſo uncivil as 


to refuſe his Daughter, which cannot be, 1 


will go and take her before his Face, and 
carry her to my Houſe, whether he will or 
no. As fem as 1 have married the Grand 


Vizier's Daughter, I will buy her ten young 


black Eunuchs, the handſcme/t that can be 
had; I will cloath myſelf like a Prince, and 
ride upon a fine Horſe, with a Saddle of fine 


Gold, with Houſings of Cloth of Gold, finely 


embroider'd with Diamonds and Pearls, J 
will march through the City, attended by 
Slaves before and behind, and 1 will go to 


the Vixier's Palace, in the view of all Sorts 


of People, who will all ſhew me a profound 


KReverence, M hen I light at the Foot of the 


Vixier's Stair-Caſe, I will go up the ſame in 
the midjt of my People, ranged in two Files 
on the Right and Left, and the Grand Vi- 
zier receiving me as his Son-in-Law, hall 
give me the Right Hand, and ſet me above 


hum, to do me the more Honour, If this 


Comes 
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comes to paſs, as I hope it will, two of my 
People fall have each of them a Purſe of 
1000 Pieces of Gold, which they ſhall carry 
with them, Twill take one, and preſenting it to 


the Grand Vizier, I will tell him there's the 
tooo Pieces that I promisd the firſt Night 


of Marriage; and I will offer him the other, 
and ſay to him, Theres as much more, to 
ſhew you that I am a Man of my Word, and 
that I am better than my Premiſe. After 
ſuch an Action as this, all the World will 
ſpeak of my Generefity, I will return to my 
n Houſe in the ſame Pomp. My Wife 
ſhall ſend to compliment me by ſome Officer, 
on the Account of the Viſit I made to her Fa- 


ther: I will honour the Officer with a fine 


Robe, and fend him back with a rich Preſent. 
If ſhe thinks to ſend me one, I won't accept 
it, but. diſmiſs the Bearer, I won't ſuffer her 
to go out of her Apartment on any account 
whatever, without giving me Notice: And 
when I have a mind to come to her A- 
partment, it ſhall be in ſuch a manner as to 
make her reſpect me. In ſbort, no Houſe ſhall 
be better order d than mine; I will be al- 
ways richly clad. When I retire with my 
Wife in the Evening, I will fit on the upper- 
hand, I will affect a grave Air, without 
turning my Head to one fide or other, I will 
ſpeak little ; and whilſt my Wife, as beautiful 
as the full Moon, ſtands before me in all her Or- 
naments, I will make as if I did not fee ber. 
Her Women about her will ſay to me, Our dear 
Lord and Maſter, here's your Spouſe, your 
humble Servant before you, ſhe expects you 
would careſs her, and is very much mortify'd 
that you don't ſo much as vouchſafe to look 


upon 
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upon her; ſhe is wearied with ſtanding fo 
long, bid her, at leaſt, fit down. I will give 
no Anſwer to this Diſcourſe, which will in- 
creaſe their ſurprizing Grief. They will lay 
themſelves at my Feet; and after they have 
done fo a conſiderable time, begging me to re- 
tent, I will at laſi lift up my Head, and give 
her a careleſs Look. Afterwards I will return 
to my former Poſture: Then will they think 
that my Fife is not well enough, nor handſome 
enough dreſsd, and will carry her to her Clo- 
ſet to change her Apparel. At the ſame time 
{ will get up an put on a more magnificent 
Suit than before: They will return and hold 
the ſame Diſcourſe with me as before, and 1 
vill have the Pleaſure not fo much as to 
look upon my Wife, till they have prayed and 
intreated as long as they did at firſt, Thus 1 
will begin on the firſt Day of Marriage, to 
teach her what ſhe is to expect during. the 
reſt of her Life. OO. 
Here Scheherazade broke off, becauſe it was 


Day, and next Morning reſumed her Story as 
follows. 


CLXXVII Night. 


F HE prattling Barber continued the Hiſto- 
ry of his fifth Brother thus: After the 
Ceremonies of the Marriage, ſays Alnaſchar, 
J will take from one of my Servants, who 
ſhall be about me, a Purſe of 500 Pieces of 
Gold, which I will give to the Tire-women, 
that they may leave me alone with m 


Spouſe ; when they are gone, my Wife ſhall 
| 80 
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go to Bed firit. Then I will lie down by 


her with my Back towards her, and won't ſay 
one Word to her all Night. Ihe next Morn- 
ing ſhe will certainly complain of my Con- 
tempt of her, and of my Pride, to her Mo- 
ther the grand Vizier's Wife, which will re— 
joice me at Heart. Her Mother will come 
to wait upon me, reſpectfully kiſs my Hands, 
and ſay to me, Sir, (for ſhe will not dare to call 
me Son-in-Law, for fear of provoking me by 
ſuch a familiar Style) I pray you not to diſdain 
my Daughter, and refuſe to come near her; I 
aſſure you that her chief Buſineſs is to pleaſe 
you, and that ſhe loves you with all her heart. 
But my Mother-in-Law had as good hold her 
Peace, I won't anſwer her one Word, but keep 
my Gravity. Then ſhe will throw herſelf at 
my Feet, kiſs them, and fay to me, Sir, Is 
it poſſible that you can ſuſpect my Daughter's 
Chaſtity? I aflure you, I never let her go 
out of my ſight. You are the firſt Man that 
ever ſaw her Face, don't mortify her ſo much, 
do her the Favour to look upon her, to ſpeak 
to her, and to confirm her in her good Inten- 
tions to ſatisfy you in every thing. But no- 
thing of this ſhall prevail with me. Upon 
which my Mother-in-Law will take a Glaſs 
of Wine, and puting it in the hand of her 
Daughter my Wite, will fay, Go, preſent 
him this Glaſs of Wine yourſelf; perhaps he 
won't be ſo cruel as to refuſe it from ſo fair a 
Hand. My Wife will come with the Glaſs, 
and ſtand trembling before me; and when 
ſhe finds that I don't look towards her, that 
I continue to diſdain her, the will ſay to me, 
with Tears in her Eyes, My Heart, my 
dear Soul, my amiable Lord, 1 conjure you, 


by 
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by the Favours which Heaven beſtows upon 
you, to receive this Glaſs of Wine from the 
Hand of your moſt humble Servant ; but I 
won't look upon her ſtill, nor anſwer her. 
My charming Spouſe, will ſhe ſay, redoubling 
her Tears, and putting the Glaſs to my Mouth, 
I will never leave off till I prevail with you to 
drink; then being fatigu'd with her Intrea- 
ties, I will dart a terrible Look at her, give her 
a good Box on the Cheek, and give her ſuch a 
puſh with my Foot, as ſhallthrow her quite off 
the Alcove. 

My Brother was ſo full of thoſe chimerical 
Viſions, that he ated with his Foot as if ſhe 
had been really before him, and by Misfor- 
tune he gave ſuch a Puſh to his Basket and 
Glaſſes, that they were thrown down in the 
Street, and broke in a thouſand Pieces. 

A Taylor, who was his Neighbour, and 
heard his extravagant Diſcourſe, fell into a 
great fit of Laughter when he ſaw the Baſ- 
ket fall. O what an unworthy Fellow art 
thou, ſays he, tomy Brother ? Ought you not 
to be aſhamed to abuſe thus a young Spouſe, 
who gave you no Cauſe of Complaint? You 
muſt be a very brutiſh Fellow to deſpiſe the 
Tears and Charms of ſuch a beautiful Lady. 
Were I the Vizier, your Father-in-Law, 1 
would order you a hundred Laſhes with a 
Bull's-Pizzle, and fend you through the Town 
with your Character written on your Fore- 
head. My Brother on this fatal Accident, 
came to himſelf, and perceiving that he had 
brought this Misfortune upon himfelf, by 
his unſupportable Pride, he beat his Face, 
tore his Cloaths, and cried ſo loud, that the 
Neighbours came about him; and che 3 
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who were going to their Noon Prayers, ſtopt 
to know what was the Matter. Being on a 
Friday, more Pcople went to Prayers than 
uſual ; ſome of them took pity on Alnaſchar, 
and others only laughed at his Extravagancy. 
In the mean time, his Vanity being diſpers'd, 
as well as his Glaſſes, he bitterly bewail'd his 
Loſs; and a Lady of Note paſſing by upon a 
Mule, with rich Caparifons, my Brother's Con- 
dition mov'd her Compaſſion: She asked who 
he was, and what was the Matter with him? 
They told her, that he was a poor Man, who 
laid out a little Money he had in buying a 
Basket of Glaſſes, and that the Basket falling, 
all his Glaſſes were broke. The Lady imme- 
diately turn'd to an Eunuch who attended her, 
and fays to him, give the poor Man what you 
have about you. The Eunuch obey'd, and 
put into my Brother's Hands 500 Pieces of 
Gold. Airaſchar Was like to die of Joy when 
he received it: He gave a thouſand Bickings 
to the Lady, and fhutting up his Shop, where 
he had no more Occaſion to lit, he went to his 
Houſe. 

While he was making deep Reflections vp- 
on his good Luck, he heard one knock at his 
Door; before he open'd, he ask'd who it 
was, and knowing by the Voice that it was a 
Woman, he let her in. My Son, ſays ſhe, 
J have a Favour to beg of you: The Hour of 
Prayer is come, pray let me waſh my ſelf 
that I may be fit to ſay my Prayers. Pray 
let me come into your Houſe, and give me 
a Baton of Water. My Brother look'd upon 
her, and ſaw that ſhe was a Woman well ad- 
vanced in Years; tho' he knew her not, he 
granted what ſhe requir'd, and then fat down 

again, 
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again, being {till full of his new Adventure. 
He put his Gold in a long ſtrait Purſe, pro- 
per to carry at his Girdle. The old Wo- 
man in the mean time ſaid her Prayers, and 
when ſhe had done, came to my Brother, and 
bowed to the Ground twice, ſo low, that ſhe 
touched it with her Forehead, as if ſhe had 
been going to ſay her Prayers; then riſing 
up, ſhe wiſhed my Brother all manner of Hap- 
pineſs. 5 
The Day beginning to dawn, Scheherazade 
left off, and next Night reſum'd her Diſcourſe, 
perſonating the Barber as follows. 


CLXXVIII Night. 


T HE old Woman then wiſhed my Bro- 
ther all ſort of Happineſs, and thanked 
him for his Civility, being meanly clad, and 
very humble to him. He thought ſhe ask'd 
Alms, upon which he ofter'd her two Pieces of 
Gold. The old Woman ſtept back in a ſort of 
a Surprize, as if my Brother had done her an 
Injury. Heaven! ſays ſhe, what is the mean- 
ing of this? Is it poſſible, Sir, ſays ſhe, that you 
took me for an impudent Beggar? Did you 
think I came fo boldly into your Houſe to 
ask Alms? Take back your Money, I have 
no need of it, thanks to Heaven, I belong 
to a young Lady of this City, who is a charming 


Beauty and very rich; fhe lets me want for 
My Brother was not cunning enough to _ 


perceive the Craft of the old Woman, who 


only refuſed the two Pieces of Gold that ſhe 
might 
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might catch more. He asked her if ſhe could 
not procure him the Honour of ſeeing that Lady. 

With all my heart, replied ſhe, ſhe will be 
very well fatisfy'd to marry, and to put you in 
Poſſeſſion of her Eſtate, by making you Ma- 
ſter of her Perſon. Take up your Money 


and follow me. My Brother being raviſhed 


with his good Luck of finding fo great a Sum 
of Money, and almoſt at the ſame time a 
beautiful and rich Wife, his Eyes were ſhut 
upon all other Confiderations; ſo that he 
took his 500 Pieces of Gold, and followed the 

old Woman; ſhe walked de him, and he 
(lowed at a diſtance, to the Gate of a great 
Houſe, where ſhe knock'd : He came up to her 


juſt as a young Greek Slave opened the Gate. 


The old Woman made him enter firſt, went 
croſs a Court very well pav'd, and introdu- 
ced him into a Hall, the Furniture of which 
confirm'd him in the good Opinion he had con- 
cciv'd of the Miſtreſs of the Houſe. While 
the old Woman went to acquaint the Lady, 
he ſat him down, and the Weather being 
hot, put off his Turbant, and laid it by him. 
He ſpeedily ſaw the young Lady come in, 
whoſe Beauty and rich Apparel perfectly ſur- 
priz'd him; he got up as ſoon as he ſaw 
her. The Lady with a ſmiling Countenance 
pray'd him to fit down again, and placed 
herſelf by him; ſhe told him ſhe was very 
glad to ſee him; and after having ſpoke ſome 
engaging Words to him, ſays, we don't fit 
here at our Conveniency. Come, give me 
your Hand; at theſe Words ſhe preſented 
him hers, and carried him into an inner 
Chamber, where ſhe entertain'd him for ſome 
Time: Then the left him, bidding him 0 

0 
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ſhe would be with him in a Moment. He ex- 
pected her ; but initead of the Lady, came in 
a great black Slave, witha Scy miter in his Hand, 
and looking upon my Brother with a terrible 
Aſpect, fays to him hercely, What have you 
to do here? Alnaſchar was ſo full of Fear at 
ſignt of the Slave, that he had no power to 
anſwer. The Black {tripp'd him, carried oft 
his Gold, and gave him ſeveral Cuts with his 
Scymiter. My unhappy Brother fell to the 
Ground, where he lay without Motion, tho' 
he had ſtill the uſe of his Senſes. I'he Black 
thinking him to be dead, asked for Salt; the 
Greek Slave brought him a Baſon full: They 
rubb'd my Brother's Wounds with it, who 
had ſo much Command of himſelf, notwith- 
ſanding the intolerable Pain it put him to, 
that he lay ſtill without giving any ſign of 
Life. The Black, and the Gre, Slave being 
retir'd, the old Woman who drew my Bro- 
ther into the Snare, came and dragged him 
by the Feet to a Trap-Door, which ſhe o- 
pened, and threw him into a Place under 
Ground, among the Corps of ſeveral other 
People that had been murthered. He per- 
ceived this as ſoon as he came to himſelf; for 
the violence of the Fall had taken away his 
denſes, The Salt rubb'd into his Wounds 
preſerv'd his Lite, and he recovered Strength 
by degrees, ſo as he was able to walk. Af- 
ter two Days, he opened the I rap during the 
Night, and finding a proper Place in the 
Court to hide himſelf, continued there till 
Break of day, when * ſaw the curſed old 
Woman open the Gate, and go out to ſeek 
another Prey. He ſtayed in the Place ſome 
time after ſne went out, that ſhe might 
not 
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not fee him, and then came to me for Shelter, 
when he told me all his Adventures. 

In a Month's time he was perfectly curcd 
of his Wounds by Medicines that I gave lim, 
and reſolv'd to avenge himſelf of the old Wo- 
man, who had put ſuch a barbarous Cheat up- 
on him: To this end, he took a Bag large 
enough to contain 5 Pieces of Gold, and 
Hlled it with Pieces of Glaſs. 

Here Scheherazade ſtopt till next Morning, 
when ſhe went on thus. 


CLXXIX Night. 


MIV Brother, continued the Barber, ſaſten'd 
the Bag of Glaſs about him, diſguiſed 
himſelf like an old Woman, and took a Ci- 
mitar under his Gown. One Morning he met 
the old Woman walking through the I'own to 
ſeek her Prey; he comes up to her, and coun- 
terfeiting a Woman's Voice, ſays to her, Can- 
not you lend me a pair of Scales? I ana Wor 
man newly come from Per/ra, have brought: 
500 Pieces of Gold with me, and would know 
if they will hold out according to your Weight. 
Good Woman, anſwers the old Hag, you 
could not have apply'd to a properer Perſon: : 
Follow me, I will bring you to my Son, who 
changes Money, and will weigh them himſelf, 
to ſave you the Jrouble. Let us make haſte, 
for fear he go to his Shop. My Brother fol- 
lowed her to the Houſe where ſhe carried him 
the firſt time, and the Greek Slave open'd the 
Door. 
The old Woman carry'd my Brother to 
the Hall, where ſhe bid him ſtay a Moment 
Vor, V. .C till 
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till ſhe called her Son. The pretended Son 


came, and proved to be the villanous black 
Slave, Curſed old Woman, ſays he to my 
Brother, riſe and follow me: Having ſpoke 
thus, he went before, to bring him to the place 
where he deſigned to murder him. Alnaſchar 


Lot up, followed him, and drawing his Cimi- 


tar, gave him ſuch a dextrous Blow behind on 
the Neck, as cut off his Head; which he took 
in one Hand, and dragging the Corps with the 
other, threw them both into the place under 
Ground, before- mentioned. The Greet Slave, 
who was accuſtom'd to the TI rade, came pre- 
ſently with a Baſon of Salt; but when ſhe faw 
Alnaſchar with the Cimitar in his Hand, and 
without his Veil, ſhe laid down the Baſon, 
and fled. But my Brother overtaking her, cut 


off her Head alſo. The wicked old Woman 


came running at the Noiſe, and my Brother 
ſeizing her, ſays to her; I reacherous W retch, 
don't you know me? Alas Sir! anſwers ſhe 
trembling, who are you? I don't remember 
that ever I faw you. I am, ſays he, the Per- 
ſon to whoſe Houſe you came the other Day to 


waſh and ſay your Prayers. Hypocritical Hag, 


ſays he, don't you remember it? Then ſhe 
fell on her Knees to beg his Pardon ; but he 
cut her in four Pieces. 

There remain'd only the Lady, who knew 
nothing of what had paſsd: He ſought her 
out, and found her in a Chamber, where ſhe 
was ready to iink when {he ſaw him: She beg- 
ged her Life, which he generouſly granted. 
Madam, favs he, How could you live with 
ſuch wicked People, as J have fo juſtly reven- 
ced my ſelf upon now? I was, ſays ſhe, 


Wife to an honeſt Merchant; and the curſed 
vid 


ENTERTAINMENTS... 51 


old Woman, whoſe Wickedneſs I did not 
* know, uſed ſometimes to come to fee me; 
Madam, ſays the to me one Day, we have a 
very fine Wedding at our Houte, which you 
w1ll be pleaſed to lee, if you give us the Ho- 
nour of your Company: J was perſuaded by 
her; put on my beſt Apparel, and took with 
me a hundred Pieces of Gold. I followed 
her ; ſhe brought me to this Houſe, where the 
Black has kept me fince by Force, and I have 
been three Years here to my very great Sor- 
row. By the Trade that that curſed Black 
follow'd, reply'd my Brother, he muſt have 
gather'd together a vaſt deal of Riches. 
T! here's ſo much, ſays ſhe, that you will be 
made for ever, if you can carry them off: Fol- 
low me, and you ſhall ſee them, ſays fhe. 
Alnaſchar tollowed her to a Chamber, where 
ſhe ſhew'd him ſeveral Cofters full of Gold, 
which he beheld with Admiration : Go, ſays 
ſhe, fetch People enough to carry 1t all off. 
My Brother needed not be bid twice; he 
went out and ſtay'd only till he got ten Men 


" . ed : 2 
prone r 48 
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5 together, and he brought them with him, aud | 

„ was much ſurprized to find the Gate open, but | 

© more when he found the Lady and the Coffers 1 

e all gone; for ſhe being more diligent than he, - 
carry'd them all off. However, being reſolv'd 

not to return empty-handed, he carry'd off all 

r the Goods he could find in the Houſe, which 


e was a great deal more than enough, to make 
up the five hundred Pieces of Gold he was 
J. robb'd of: But when he went out of the Houſe 


1 0 he forgot to ſhut the Gate. The Neighbours, 
Who ſaw my Brother and the Porters come 


e, and go, went and acquainted the Magiſtrate 
C 2 | with 
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with it; for they look'd upon my Brother's 
Conduct as ſuſpicious, Alnaſchar flept well 
enough all Night: But the next Morning, 
when he came out of his Houſe, he found 
twenty of the Magiſtrate's Men, who ſeiz'd 
him. Come along with us, ſaid they, our 
Maſter would ſpeak with you. My Brother 
pray'd to have Patience for a Moment, and 
offer'd him a Sum of Money to let him eſcape ; 
but inſtead of liſtening to him, they bound 
him, and forced him to go along with them. 
They met in the Street an old Acquaintance 
of my Brother's, who ſtopp'd them a while, 
and ask'd them, Why they ſeiz'd my Brother? 


And offered them a conſiderable Sum to let 


him eſcape, and to tell the Magiſtrate, they 

could not find him? But this would not do, 

ſo he was carry'd before the Magiſtrate. 
Here Scheherazade left off, becauſe ſhe ſaw 


Day; but reſumed her Story thus, next Morn- 


Ing. 


CLXXX Night. 


Hen the Officers brought him before the 


Magiſtrate, he ask'd him where he bad 


the Goods which he carry'd home laſt Night? 


Sir, reply'd Alnaſchar, I am ready to tell 
you all the Truth; 


but allow me firſt to 


have recourſe to your Clemency, and to beg 
your Promiſe, that nothing ſhall be done to 
I give it you, ſays the Magiſtrate. Then 

my Brother told him the whole Story without 
Diſguiſe, from the time the old Woman came 
into his Houſe to ſay her Prayers, to the time 
| the 


Officers, that he might have Acceſs to their 


me, 1 carry 'd him a Suit, and Phone him in 


his Bread, which he did with a great deal of 
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the Lady made her LE icape, alter he had kill'd 
the Black, the Greet Slave, and the old Wo- 
man: And as for what he had carry'd to his 
Houſe, he pray'd the Judge to leave him part 
of it, for the five hundred Pieces of Gold that 
he = robb'd of. 

The Judge, without promiſing any thing. 
ſent his Officers to bring off all, and having. 
ut the Goods into his own Wa itdrobe: com- 

manded my Brother to quit the Town imme 

diately, and never to return; for he was a- 
fraid, if my Brother had ſtaid in the EG 
he would have found fome way to repreſen 
this Injuſtice 70 the Calif In the mean time, 
Alnaſchar obey'd without 5 muring, and left 

that Pow to go to another: By the way he 
met with His; BWay men, who o ſtript him na- 
ked; and when Res ill News was brought to 


7 
17 
*. 


ſecretly again to the Town, where I took the 
like care of him as I did of his Other Brother: 


The Stor 'y of tie Rather F St 
Brother. 


Am now only to tell the Story 5 my ſixth 
Brother, called Schacabac, with the Hare 
Lips. At firſt he was induſtrious enough to 
improve the hundred Drachms of Silver Which 
fell to his ſhare, and became very well to paſs; 
but a Reverſe of Fortune brought him to beg 


Dexterity. He ſtudied chiefly to get into great 
Mens Houſes, by means of their Servants and 


Xaſters, and obtain their Charity. One day 
53 | as 
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as he paſſed by a magnificent Houſe, whoſe 
high Gate ſhew'd a very ſpacious Court, where 
4 there was a Multitude o dervants; he went 
to one of them, and ask'd him, to whom that 


Pau belong'd ? Good Man, rep| tes the Ser- 
| ant, whence do you come, that you as in- 
| ſuch a Qusoſtion? Does not all that you fee 
make you ²u]ͤerſtand that "tis the Palace of a 
* Barmecide? My Brother, who very well 
knew the Liberality and Generofity of vi 
HGarmecides, à2ddreſſed himſelf to one of 
Porters, for he had more than one, and wy 'd 
them to give him an Alms, G in, fay they, 
"a body | hinders you, and addreſs yourſelf” is 

ihe after of the Houſe, he will fond you bacs 
fats gd. 

My Brother, who expected no ſuch Civi- 
lity, thanked the Porters, and with their per- 
miſtion enter'd the Palace, which was fo large, 
that it toox him a conſiderable time to reach 
the Barmccide's Apartment ; at laſt he came 
to a fine ſquare Building of excellent Archi- 
tecture, and enter'd by a Porch, through which 
he ſaw one of the fineſt Gardens, with Gravel 
Walks of ſeveral Colours, extreamly pleaſant 
to the Eye: The lower Apartments, round 
this Square, were moſt of them open, and 
were ſhut only with great Curtains to keep 
out the Sun, which were open'd again when 
the Heat was over. 

Such an agreeable Place ſtruck my Brother 
with Admiration, and might well have done 
fo to a Man far above his Quality, He went 


' * The Barmecides were a noble Family of Perſia, as 
bas been ſaid already, obo ſettled themſelves at Bagdad. 
on 
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on till he came into a Hall richly furniſhed, 
and adorned with Painting of Gold and Arute 
Foliage, where he ſaw a venerable Man with 

; long white Beard, Mtting at the upper end 
of an Alcove; whence he concluded him td 8 
be the Maſter of the Houſe; and in effect #F 
was the Barmecide himſelf, Who faid to my 
Brother in a very civil manner, That he was 
welcome; and asked him wiat he wanted? 
My Lord, anſwers my Brother, in a begging 
Tone, I am a poor Mau, who ſtand in n- ed of 
the help of ſuch rich and fenzrous Perſons as 
your ſelf. He. could not have addrefs'd him - 
ſelf to a fitter Perſon than this Lord, who had 
a thouſand good Qualitics, 

The Barmecide Teemed to be aſtoniſhed at 
my Brother's Anſwer, and putting both his 
Hands to his Stomach, as if he would rend 
his Clothes for Grief, I. it pYible, cries he, 
that I am at Bagdad, and fog ſuch a Mun as 
you 1s ſo poir as you fay; this is what muff ne- 
ver be. My Brother fancying that he was going 
to give him ſome ſingular Mark of his Bounty, 
pleſſed him a thouſand times, and wiſhed bim 
all fort of Happineſs, 1. ſhall not be faid, re- 
ply'd the Barmecide, that I wi, RON 1 5%, 
nor will I have you to leave me. Sin, reply'd 
my Brother, { fear to you hade nit eater! 
one bit to-day. [s that irue, teplies the Bar- 
mecide, that you are faſting till now Alas fi. 
thee, poor Man! He 1s roady t ts die for Funger - 
Ho, Boy, cries he with a loud Voice, Bring a 
Baſon and Water preſently, that we nay Wa) h 
our Hands. Tho no Boy appeared that my 
Brother ſaw, neither with Water nor Baſon, the 
Barmecide fell a rubbing his Hands, as 11 one 
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| had poured Water upon them, and bid my 
; Brother come and waſh with him. Schaca- 
bac judg'd by that, that the Barmecide Lord 
| lov'd to be merry, and he himfelf underſtand- 
ing Raillery, and knowing that the Poor muſt 
1 be complaiſant to the Rich, if they would 
have any thing from them, he came forward 
and did as he qid. 

C:me on, fays the Barmecide, bri ing u us ſome- 
thing ts eat, and don't let us ſtay for it. W hen 
he had ſaid fo, tho' nothing was brought, he 


O 
began to cut as if ſomething had been brought 


O 
kim upon a Plate, and putting his Hand to his 
| Mouth began to chew, and ſays to my Brother, 
[ Come Friend, eat as "freely as if you were at 
Pome 3 come cat; you ſaid you were like t5 
1 ate of hunger, but you eat as , you had no 
Slomach. Pardmm me, my Lord, 5 Schaca- 
bac, who periectly imitated what he did, you 
| fee ] liiſe no time, and that I do my part well 
enough, Flow like you this Bread, ſays the 
i Barmecide, don't you find it very "good „ 
| ny Lord, ſays my Brother, who ſaw neither 
Bread nor Meat, I never eat any thing /o 
20% ite and ſo fine. Come, eat your Belly full, 
ſays the Barmecide, I aſſure you the Baker 
Wiman that babes me this Bread, coft me five 

hundred Pieces of Gold to purchaſe her. 

Here Scheherazade ſtopt becauſe it was Day, 

2nd next Night went on thus : 
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77 


CEXXXI Night. 


9 þ HE Barmecide, fays the Barber, after ha- 


ving boaited fo much of his Bread, which 


my Brother eat only in Idea, cries, Boy, bring 


us another Diſh; and tho' no Boy appear 'd, 
Come, my good F riend, ſays he to my Brother, 
taſte this new Diſh ; and tell me, if ever you eat 
better Mutton and Barley Broth than this. 
Lis admirable good, replies my Brother, and 
therefore you ſee J eat heartily, You oblige 
me mightily, replies the Barmecide; I conjure 
you then, by the Satisfaction I have to ſee you 
cat ſo heartily, that you eat all up ſince you 
like it ſo well. A little while after he calls for 


a Gooſe and ſweet Sauce, Vinegar, Honey, dry 


Raiſins, grey Peaſe, and dry Figs, which was 
brought juſt in the ſame manner as the other 
was. The Gooſe is very fat, ſays the Barmecide, 
eat only a Leg and a Wing, we muit fave our 
Stomach, for we have abundance of other Diſhes 
to come. He actually called for ſeveral other 
Diſhes, of which my Brother, who was ready to 
die of hunger, pretended to eat; but what he 
boaſted of more than all the 8 was a Lamb 
fed with Piſtacho-Nuts, which he ordered to be 
brought up in the ſame manner that the ref? 
were. And here's a Dith, ſays the Barmec:de, 
that you will ſee at no body's Table but my 
own, I would have you eat your Pelly full of it. 
Having ſpoke thus, he ſtretch'd out his Hand as 
if he had a piece of Lamb in it, and putting 
it to my Brother's Mouth, there, ſay's he, {wal- 
low. that, and you will know whether 1 had not 
Th reaſon 
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reaſon to boaſt of this Diſn. My Brother thruſt 


out his Head, open'd his Mouth, and made as 
if he took the piece of Lamb, and eat it with 
extreme Pleaſure. I knew you would like it, 
ſays the Barmecide. There's nothing in the 
World more fine, replies my Brother; your 
Table is a moſt delicious thing. Come, bring 
the Ragou preſently, I fancy you will like that 
as well as you did the Lamb: Well, how do 
you reliſh it, ſays the Barmecide © O! *tis 
wonderful, replies Schacabac; for here we 
taſte all at once, Amber, Cloves, Nutmeg, 
Ginger, Pepper, and the moſt odoriferous 
Herbs ; and all theſe Taſtes are fo well mix'd, 
that one does not hinder, but we may perceive 
the other: O how pleaſant is it! Honour this 
Ragou, ſays the Barmecide, by cating heartily 
of it. Ho, Boy, cries he, bring us a new Ra- 
gou, No, my Lord, an't pleaſe you, replies 

my Brother, for indeed I can eat no more. 
Come, take away then, ſays the Barmecide, 
and bring the Fruit. He ſtaid a Moment as it 
were to give time for his Servants to carry a- 
way; after which, he ſays to my Brother, 
taſte theſe Almonds, they are freſh, new ga- 
ther'd. Both of them made as if they had peel'd 
the Almonds, and eat them ; after this, the 
Barmecide invited my Brother to eat ſomething 
elſe. Look you, ſays he, there's all forts of 
Fruits, Cakes, dry Sweat-meats, and Conſerves, 
take what you like; then ſtretching out his 
Hand, as if he had reach'd my Brother ſome- 
thing, look ye, ſays he, there's a Lozenge very 
good for Digeſtion. Schacabac made as if he 
eat it, and ſays, my Lord, there's no want of 
Musk here. Theſe Lozenges, ſays the Barme- 
cide, 
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ide, are made at my own Houſe, where there 
is nothing wanting to make every thing g00d. 
He ſtill bid my Brother eat, and ſays to him, 
methinks you don't eat, as if you had been ſo 
hungry, as you ſaid, when you came in. My 
Lord, replies Sc Buchse, whoſe Jaws aked with 
moving, and having nothing to eat, I aſſure you 
am fo full that I cannot eat one bit more. 
Well then, Friend, replies the Barmecide, 
we muſt drink now after we have cat fo well. 
You drink Wine my Lord, replies my Brother, 
but I will drink none if you pleaſe ;. becauſe 1 
am forbid it. You are too icrupulous, replies 
the Barmecide, do as I do. I'll drink then out 
of Complaiſance, ſays Schacabac ; for I ſee you 
will have nothing wanting to make your L reat 
noble; but ſince I am not accuſtom's to drink 
Wine, I am afraid that I ſhall commit ſome 
Error in point of Breeding, and contrary. to 
the Reſpect that is due to you, and therefore, 
I pray you, once more, to excuſe me from 
drinking any Wine, 1 will be content with 
Water. No, no, fays the Barmectde, you thall 
drink Wine, and at the fame time he com- 
manded ſome to be brought, in the fame man- 
ner as the Meat and Fruit had been brought 
before. He made as if he poured out Wine, 
and drank firſt him elt and then pouring out 
for my Brother, preſented him the Glaſs; 
Drink my Health, ſays he, and let's know it 
you think this Wine good. My Brother made 
as if he took the Glaſs, and to look if the 
Colour was Good, and put it to his Noſe to 
try if it had a good Flavour: Then he made a 
low Bow to the Bar mccide, to ſignify that he 
took the Liberty to drink Lis Health, and me” 
ng 
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king all the ſigns of a Man that drinks with 
Pleaſure, My Lord, fays he, this is very excel- 
lent Wine, but I think it is not ſtrong enough. 


If you would have ſtronger, ſaid the Barmecidoe, 


you need only ſpeak ; for I have ſeveral ſorts 
in wy Cellar. I'ry how you like this. Upon 
Which, he made as if he pour'd out another 
Glaſs to himſelf, and then to my Brother; and 


did ſo fo often, that Schacabac teigning to be 


drunk with the Wine, took up his Hand and 
gave the Barmecide ſuch a box on the Ear, as 
made him fall down; he lift up his Hand to 
give him another Blow, but the Barmecide 
holding up his Hand to ward it oft, cries to 
him, What, are you mad? Then my Bro- 
ther making as if he had come to himſelf again, 
ſays, my Lord, you have been ſo good as to 
admit your Slave into your Houſe, and give 
him a great "Treat, you ſhould have been ſa- 
tisfy'd with making me eat, and not have obli- 
ged me to drink Wine; for 1 told you before- 
hand, that it might occaſion me to come ſhort 
in my Reſpects: I am very much troubled at 
it, and beg you a thoufand Pardons, _ 

Scarce had he finiſh'd theſe Words, when 
the Barniecide, inſtead of being in a Rage, 
fell a laughing with all his Might. It is a long 
time, ſays he, that I wanted a Man of your 


Character. 


Here Scheherazade broke off, and continu'd 


ber Story ext Night as follows, 


CLXXXII 
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CLXXXII Night. 


1 i HE Barmecide careſſed Schacabac mightily, 
and told him, I not only forgive the Blow 
you have given me, but I am willing hencefor- 
ward we ſhould be Friends, and that you take 
my Houſe for your Home: You have been ſo 
complaiſant as to accommodate yourlelf to my 
Humour, and have had the Patience to bear the 
| Jeſt out to the laſt, we will now eat in good 

earneſt, When he had finiſh'd theſe Words, 
he clapp'd his Hands, and commanded his Ser- 
vants, who then appear'd, to cover the Table; 
which was ſpecdily done, and my Brother was 
treated with all thoſe in Reality, which he eat 
of before in Fancy. At laſt they took away, 
and brought Wine, and at the ſame time, a 
Number of handiome Slaves richly apparell'd, 
came in and ſung ſome agreeable Airs to their 
muſical Inſtruments. In a word, Schacabac 
had all the reaſon in the World to be ſatisfy'd 
with the Barmecide's Civility and Bounty; tor 
he treated him as his familiar Friend, and order- 
ed him a Suit out of his Wardrobe. 

The Barmecide found my Brother to be a 
Man of fo much Wit and Underſtanding, that 
in a few Days after, he truſted him with his 
Houſhold, and all his Affairs. My Brother ac- 
quitted himſelf very well in that Employment 
for twenty Years; at the End of which, the 
generous Barmecide died, and leaving no Heirs, 
all his Eſtate was confiſcated to the Uſe of the 
Prince: Upon which my Brother was reduced 
to his firſt Condition, and join'd a Caravan of 

Pilgrims 
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Pilgrims going to Mecca, deſigning to accom- 
pliſn that Pilgrimage upon their Charity; but 
by Misfortune the Caravan was attacked and 
plundered by a Number of * Beduins, ſuperior 
to that of the Pilgrims. My Brother was then 
taken as a Slave by one of the Beduins, who 
put him under the Baſtinado for ſeveral Days, 
to oblige him to ranſom himſelf, Schacabac 
proteſted to him, that it was all in vain. J am 
your Slave, ſays he, you may diſpoſe of me as you 
pleaſe; but I declare unto you, that I am extreme- 
ly poor, and not able to redeem myſelf. In a 
word, my Brother diſcover'd to him all his Miſ- 
fortunes, and endeavour'd to ſoften him with 
Tears; but the Beduin had no Mercy, and be- 
ing vexed to find himſelf diſappointed of a con- 
ſiderable Sum, which he reckon'd he was ſure 
of, he took his Knife and flit my Brother's 
Lips, to avenge himſelf by this Inhumanity 
tor the Loſs that he thought he had ſuſtain- 
ed. | 

The Beduin had a handſome Wife, and 
frequently when he went on his Courſes, . he 
left my Brother alone with her, and then ſhe 
uſed all her Endeavours to comfort my Brother 
under the Rigor of his Slavery ; ſhe gave him 
Tokens enough that ſhe loved him, but he 
durſt not yield to her Paſſion, for fear he ſhould 
repent it; and therefore he ſhunn'd to be alone 
with her, as much as ſhe ſought the Opportu- 
nity to be alone with him, She had fo great a 


Cuſtom of toying and jeſting with the miterable 


Or Vagabond Arabians, 20% wander in the De- 
farts, and plunder the Caravans when they are not 
firong enough to reſiſt them, 
| Schacabac, 


8 
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Schacabac, whenever ſhe ſaw him, that one 
Day ſhe happen'd to do it in Preſence of her 
Husband. My Brother, without taking notice 
that he obſerv'd them, (fo his Sins would have 
it) jeſted likewiſe with her, The Beduin im- 
mediately ſuppoſing that they lived together in a 
criminal manner, fell upon my Brother in a 
Rage, and after he had mangled him in a bar- 
barous manner, he carried him on a Camel to 
the Top of a deſart Mountain, where he left 
him, The Mountain was on the Way to Bag- 
dad, fo that the Paſſengers who paſſed that Way 
cave me an Account of the Place where he was, 
] went thither ſpeedily, where I found unfortu- 
nate Schacabac in a deplorable Condition : I gave 
him what Help he ſtood in need of, and brought 
him back to the City. 


This is what I told the Calif Manſiancer 
Billah, adds the Barber ; that Prince applauded 
me with new Fits of Laughter. Now, fays 


be, I cannot doubt but they juſtly gave you the 


Surname of Silent. No body can ſay the con- 
trary ; for certain Reaſons, however, I com- 
mand you to depart this Town immediately, 


and let me hear no more of your Diſcourſe. I 


yielded to Neceſſity, and went to travel ſeveral 
Years in far Countries. I underſtood at laſt 
that the Califf was dead ; I returned to Bagdad, 
where I found not one of my Brethren alive, 
It was in my Return to this Town, that J did 
the important Service to the ſame young Man, 
which you have heard. You are, however, 
Witneſs of his Ingratitude, and of the injurious 
Manner in which he treated me, inſtead of 
teſtifying his Acknowledgment, he rather choſe 
| tQ 
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to fly from me, and to leave his own Country. 
When I underſtood that he was not at Bagdad, 
though no body could tell me truly whither he 
was gone, yet I did not forbear to go and ſeek 
him. I travell'd from Province to Province? 
long time; and when I had given over all 
Hopes, I met him next Day, but I did not 
think to find him fo incenſed againſt me. 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, broke off here, 


and continued her Diſcourſe next Night, 
thus. 


CLXXXIII Night. 


SR; the Taylor made an end of telling the 

Sultan of Caſgar the Hiſtory of the lame 
young Man, and the Barber of Bagdad, after 
that manner I had the Honour to tell your Ma- 
jeſty. When the Barber, continued ſhe, had 
finiſhed his Story, we found that the young 


Man was not to blame for calling him a great 


Prattler. However, we were pleaſed that he 


would ſtay with us, and partake of the Treat 
which the Maſter of the Houſe had prepared for 
us. We ſat down to Table, and were merry 
together till Afternoon Prayers; then all the 


Company parted, and I went to my Shop, till 


it was time for me to return home. 

It was during this Interval that Zumphack 
came half drunk before my Shop, where he 
ſung and taber'd. I thought that by carrying 


him home with me, I ſhould divert my Wife, 


therefore I brought him along: My Wife gave 
us a Diſh of Fiſh, and I preſented Humpback 
with ſome ; which he eat en taking no- 


tice 
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tice of a Bone. He fell down dead before us, 
and after having in vain eſſay'd to help him, in 
the Trouble occafion'd us by ſuch an unlucky 
Accident, and in the Fear it occaſion'd to us, 
we carry'd the Corpſe out, and dextroufly. 
Iodg'd him with the 7eroiſb Doctor. The Few- 
i/þ Doctor put him into the Chamber of the 
Purveyor, and the Purveyor carry'd him forth 
into the Street, where it was believed the 
Merchant had kill'd him. This, Sir, adds 
the Taylor, is what J had to ſay to fatisfy 
your Majeſty, who muſt pronounce whether 
we be worthy of Mercy or Wrath, Life or 
Death. 4; 

The Sultan of Caſcar look'd with a content- 
ed Air, and gave the I aylor and his Comrades 
their Lives. I cannot but acknowledge, ſays 
he, that I am more amazed with the Hiſtory 
of the young Cripple, with that of the Barber, 
and with the Adventures of his Brothers, than 
with the Story of my Jeſter : But before I ſend 
you all four away, and before we bury Hump, 
{ would ſee the Barber who is the Cauſe that I 
have pardon'd you: vince he is in my Capital, 
tis eaſy to ſatisfy my Curioſity. At the fame 
time he ſent a Serjeant with the Taylor to go 
find him. 

The Serjeant and the Taylor went imme- 
diately, and brought the Barber, whom they 
preſented to the Sultan: The Barber was an 
old Man of ninety Years, his Eye- brows 
and Beard were as white as Snow, his Ears 
hanging down, and he had a very long Noſe. 
The Sultan could not forbear laughing when 
he ſaw him. Silent Man, ſays he to him, / 
underſtand that you know wonderful Ss, 
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awill you tell me ſome of them? Sir, anſwer'd 
the Barber, let's forbear the Stories if you pleaſe 
at preſent, I moſt humbly beg your Majeſty to 
permit me to as, what that Chriſtian, that 'Few, 
that Muſjelman, and that dead Humpback, who 
lies en the Ground, do here before your Ma- 
jeſty? The Sultan ſmiled at the Barber's Li- 
berty, and reply'd, /hy do you ak 9 Sir, re- 
ply'd the Barber, it concerns me to asf, that 
yeu Majeſty may knew am not ſo great a 
2 GEE as ſome pretend, but a Man juſtly called 
Silent. | 

Schenerazade perceiving Day, held her 
Peace, and reſumed her Diſcourſe next Night, 
thus, 


CLXXXIV Night. 


IR, the Sultan of Caſgar was ſo com- 

plaiſant as to ſatisfy the Barber's Curioſity, 
He commanded them to tell him the Story 
of the Hunipback, which he earneſtly wiſh'd 
for, When the Barber heard it, he ſhak'd 
his Head, as if he would fay, there was ſome- 
thing under this which he did not underſtand : 
Truly, cries he, this is a ſurpriſing Story; but 
I am willing to examine Humpback a little 
cloſely. He draws near him, fat down on the 
Ground, took his Head between his Knees, 
and after he had look'd upon him ſtedfaſtly, 
he fell into ſo great a Fit of Laughter, and 
had ſo little Command of himſelf, that he 
fell backwards on the Ground, without con- 


ſidering that he was before the Sultan of Caſ- 


gar, 
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gar. As ſoon as he came to himſelf, It is ſaid, 


cries he, and not without reaſon, that no Man 


dies without a Cauſe, If ever any Hiſtory de- 
ſerved to be writ in Letters of Gold, 'tis this of 


Humpbact. | 
At this, all the People look'd on the Bar- 
her as a Buftoon, or a doating old Man, 
Silent Man, ſays the Sultan, ſpeak to me; 
Why do you laugh ſo hard? Sir, anſwer'd 
the Barber, I ſwear by your Majeſty's good 
Humours, That Humplac is not dead; he 
is yet alive, and I ſhall be willing to paſs 
for a Madman, if I do not let you fee it 


this Minute. Having ſaid theſe Words, he 


took a Box wherein he had ſeveral Medi- 
cines, that he carry'd about him to make 
uſe of on Occaſion; and he took out a little 
Vial with Balſam, with which he rubbed 
Humpback's Neck a long time, then he took 
out of his Caſe a neat Iron Inſtrument, which 
he put betwixt his Teeth, and after he had 
opened his Mouth, he thruſt down his 
Throat a Pair of ſmall Pincers, with which 
he took out a bit of Fiſh and Bone, which 


he ſhewed to all the People. Immediate- 


ly Aumpback ſneez'd, ftretch'd forth his Arms 
and Feet, and pave ſeveral other Signs of 
Life, 

The Sultan of Caſgar, and thoſe with him, 
who were Witneſſes of this Operation, were 
leſs ſurprized to fee Humpback revive, aſter he 
had paſſed a whole Night and great Part of a 
Day, without giving any Sign of Life, than 
at the Merit and Capacity of the Barber, 
who perform'd this; and notwithſtanding all 
his Faults, began to look upon him as a great 

Perſon. 
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Perſon, The Sultan, raviſh'd with Joy and 
Admiration, order'd the Story of Humpback to 
be writ down, with that of the Barber, that 
the Memory of it might, as it deſerv'd, be pre- 
ſerv'd for ever. Nor did he ſtop here, but 
that the Taylor, Few Doctor, Purveyor, 


and Chriſtian Merchant, might remember 


the Adventure which the Accident of Hump- 
back had occaſton'd to them, with Pleaſure; 
he did not fend them away till he had gi- 
ven them each a very rich Robe, with which 
he cauſed them to be clothed in his Preſence. 


As for the Barber, he honoured him with 


a great Penſion, and kept him near his Per- 
ſon. 


Thus the Sultaneſs finiſh'd s long Train of 


Adventures, to which the pretended Death of 


Humpback gave Occaſion: Then held her Peace, 


| becauſe Day appear'd. Upon which her Siſter, 
Dinarzade, fays to her, My Princeſs, my Sul⸗ 


taneſs, I am fo much the more charm'd with 
the Story you juſt now told, becauſe it concludes 
with an Incident I did not expect: I verily 
thought Humpback was dead. This Surprize 
pleaſes me, fays Schahriar, as much as the Ad- 
ventures of the Barber's Brothers. The Story 


of the lame young Man, of Bagdad, diverted 


me alſo very much, replies Dinarzade. I am 
very glad of it, dear Siſter, ſays the Sultaneſs; 
and ſince ] have the good Fortune not to tire 
out the Patience of the Sultan, our Lord and 
Maſtef, if his Majeſty will {till be ſo gracious 
as to preſerve my Life, I ſhall have the Ho- 


Tour to give him an Account to-morrow of the 


Hiſtory of the Amours of Aboulhaſſen Ali Ebn 


Becar and Schemſelnihar, Favourite of the Ca- 


liff 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 69 


liff Haroun Alraſchid, which is no leſs worth 

of your Notice than the Hiſtory of Humpback. 
The Sultan of the Indies, who was very well 
fatisfy'd with the Stories that Scheherazade had 
told him hitherto, was willing to hear that Hi- 


ſtory which ſhe promiſed. He roſe however to 


go to Prayers, and hold his Council, without 
giving any Signification of his Pleaſure towards 
the Sultaneſs. 


CLXXXV Night. 


D Inarzade being always careful to awake her 

Siſter, called this Night at the ordinary 
Hour: My dear Siſter, fays ſhe, Day will ſoon 
appear. I earneſtly beg of you to tell us fome 
of your fine Stories. We need no other, faid 
_ Schahriar, but that of the Amours of Aboul- 
haſſen Ali Ebn Becar, and Schemſelnibar, the 
Favourite of Calif Haroun Alraſchid. Sir, 
ſays Scheherazade, I will ſatisfſy your Curioſi- 
ty : And began thus. 


The Hiſtory of Aboulhaſſen Ali Ebn 


Becar, and Schemſelnihar, Favou=- 


ride of Calif Haroun Alraſchid. 


| the Reign of the Califf Harcun Alraſ- 

chid, here was at Bagdad a Druggiſt, cal- 
led Albouſſan Ebn Thaher, a very rich and. 
handſome Man. He had more of Wit and 
Politeneſs than thoſe of his Profeſſion ordina- 


rily 
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rily have: His Integrity, Sincerity, and jovial 
Humour, made him to be loved and ſought at- 
ter by all People. The Calift, who knew his 
Merit, had an entire Confidence in him. He 
had ſo great an Eſteem for him, that he en- 


truſted him with the Care to provide the Ladies, 


his Favourites, with all things they ſtood in 
Need of, He choſe for them their Cloaths, 
Furniture, and Jewels, with admirable Judg- 
ment. 


His good Qualities, and the Favour of the 


Califf, made the Sons of Emzrs, and other Of- 


ficers of the firſt Rank, to be always about 
him: His Houſe was the Rendezvous of all 
the Nobility of the Court. But among the 
young Lords that went daily to viſit him, there 
was one whom he took more Notice of 
than the reſt, and with whom he contract- 
ed a particular Friendſhip, called Aboulhaſſen 
Al: Ebn Becar, originally of an ancient Roy- 
al Family of Pera. This Family continu'd 
at Bagdad, ever ſince the Muſſelmen made a 
Conqueſt of that Kingdom. Nature ſeem'd to 
have taken Pleaſure to endue this young Prince 
with many of the rareſt Qualities of Body and 
Mind: His Face was ſo very beautiful, his 
Shape ſo fine, and his Phy ſiognomy ſo enga- 
ging, that none could ſee him without loving 
him immediately. When he ſpoke, he expreſ- 
ſed himſelſ always in Terms proper and well 
choſen, with a new and agreeable Turn, and 
his Voice charm'd all that heard him; with 


this he had ſo much Wit and Judgment, that 
be thought and ſpoke of all Subjects with ad- 


mirable Exactneſs. He was ſo reſerv'd and 
N modeſt, 
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modeſt, that he advanced nothing till after he 
had taken all poſſible Precautions, to avoid gi- 
ving any ground of Suſpicion, that he preferr'd 
his own Opinion to that of others. 


Being ſuch a Perſon as I have repreſented 
him, we need not wonder that En T haher di- 
ſtinguiſhed him from all the other young No- 
blemen of the Court, moſt of whom had Vices 
contrary to his Virtues. One Day, when the 
Prince was with Eon T haher, there came a 


Lady mounted on a pye-balled Mule, in the 


midſt of ſix Women Slaves who accompany'd 
her on Foot, all very handſome, as far as could 
be judg'd by their Air, and through the Vell 
which covered their Faces. The Lady had a 
Girdle of a Roſe Colour four Inches broad, 
embroidered with Pearls and Diamonds of an 
extraordinary Bigneſs; and as for Beauty, it 
was eaſy to perceive that ſhe ſurpaſſed all her 
Women, as far as the Full Moon does that of 
two Days old. She came to buy ſomething, 
and when ſhe had ſpoken to Ehn T haher, ſhe 
entered his Shop, which. was very neat and 
large, and he receiv'd her with all the Marks of 
the moſt profound Reſpect, intreating her to fit 
down, and ſhewing her with his Hand the moſt 
honourable Place. 


In the mean time, the Prince of Perſſa not 
being willing to let ſuch an Occaſion paſs, to 
ſhew his good Breeding and courtly 'T'emper, 
beat up the Cuſhion of Cloth of Gold, for 
the Lady to lean on; after which he retired 
ſpeedily, that ſhe might fit down, and having 
ſaluted her, by killing the Tapiſtry under her 

Feet, 
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Feet, he roſe and ſtood at the lower End of the 


Sopha. It being her Cuſtom to be free with 
Ebn T haher, ſhe lifted up her Veil, and then 


diſcover'd to the Prince of Pera ſuch an ex- 


traordinary Beauty, that he was ſtruck with it 


to the Heart. On the other hand, the Lady 
could not contain herſelf from looking upon the 


Prince, the Sight of whom had made the ſame 


Impreſſions upon her. My Lord, ſays ſhe to 
him, with an obliging Air, pray fit down. 
The Prince of Perſia obey'd, and fate down 
upon the Edge of the Sopha. He had his Eyes 
conſtantly fix'd upon her, and ſwallow'd down 
large Draughts of the ſweet Poiſon of Love, 
She quickly perceiv'd what paſs'd in his Heart, 
and this Diſcovery ſerv'd to inflame her the 
more toward him. She roſe up, went to En 
Thaher, and after ſhe had whiſper'd to him the 
Cauſe of her coming, ſhe ask'd the Name and 
Country of the Prince. Madam, anſwer'd 
Ebn Thaher, this young Nobleman's Name is, 
Aboulhaſſen Ali Ebn Becar, and he is a Prince 
of the Blood Royal. 

The Lady was raviſh'd to hear that the Per- 
ſon ſhe already lov'd fo paſſionately was of ſo 
high a Quality. You mean certainly, ſays ſhe, 
that he is deſcended of the Kings of Peiſia? 
Yes, Madam, reply'd En Thaher, the laſt 
Kings of Perſia were his Anceſtors, and fince 
the Conqueſt of that Kingdom, the Princes of 
his Family have always made themſelves very 
acceptable at the Court of our Califfs. You 
will oblige me much, adds ſhe, to make me 
acquainted with this young Nobleman : When 


1 fend this Woman, ſays ſhe, pointing to one 


of her Slaves, to give you Notice to come and 
ice 
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ſee me, pray bring him with you, I ſhall be 
very glad that he fee the Magnificence of my 
Houſe, that he may ſee that Avarice does not 
reign at Bagdad among Perſons of Quality: 
You know very well what J mean; don't fal, 
otherwiſe I will be very angry with you, and 
never come hither again while I live. 

Ebn Thaher was a Man of too much Pene- 
tration, not to perceive the Lady's Mind by 
thoſe Words: My Princeſs, my Queen, reply*d 
he, God preſerve me from ever giving you any 
Occafion of Anger againſt me: I ſhall always 
make it a Law to obey your Commands. At 
this Anſwer, the Lady bow'd to Ebn Thaher 
and bid him farewel; and after ſhe had given 


2 favourable Look to the Prince of Perſia, ſhe 


re-mounted her Mule and went her Way. 

Scheherazade ſtopt here, to the great Re- 
gret of the Sultan of the Indies, who was 
obliged to riſe becauſe Day appeared: She 
continued her Story next Night, and ſaid to 
Sehahriar ; 


CLXXXVI Night. 


IR, the Prince of Per/zia was fo deeply in 


Love with the Lady, that he look'd after 
her as far as he could fee her, and a long time 
after ſhe was out of Sight, he {till look'd that 
way. Ehn Thaher told him, that ſeveral Perſons 
obſerv'd him, and began to laugh to ſee him in 
this Poſture. Alas! faid the Prince to him, the 


World and you would have Compathon on me, 


if you knew that the fine Lady who is juſt now 
Vor. D gone 
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Feet, he roſe and ſtood at the lower End of the 
Sopha. It being her Cuſtom to be free with 
Ehn T haher, ſhe lifted up her Veil, and then 


diſcover'd to the Prince of Perſia {uch an ex- 


traordinary Beauty, that he was ſtruck with it 


to the Heart. On the other hand, the Lady 
could not contain herſelf from looking upon the 
Prince, the Sight of whom had made the fame 
Impreſſions upon her. My Lord, ſays ſhe to 
him, with an obliging Air, pray fit down. 


The Prince of Perſia obey d, and fate down 
upon the Edge of the Sopha. He had his Eyes 


conſtantly fix'd upon her, and ſwallow'd dow: 
large Draughts of the ſweet Poiſon of Love. 
She quickly perceiv'd what paſs'd in his Heart, 
and this Diſcovery ferv'd to inflame her the 
more toward him. She roſe up, went to Ebz 
Thaher, and after ſhe had whiſper'd to him the 
Cauſe of her coming, ſhe ask'd the Name and 
Country of the Prince. Madam, anſwer'd 
Ebn Thaher, this young Nobleman's Name is, 
Aboulhaſjen Ali Ebn Becar, and he 1 is a Prince 
of the Blood Royal. 

The Lady was raviſh'd to hear that the Per- 


fon ſhe already lov'd ſo paſſionately was of ſo 


high a Qual ity. You mean certainly, ſays ſhe, 
that he is deſcended of the Kings of Perſia b 
Yes, Madam, reply'd £6bn Daher, the laſt 


Kings of Perſia were bis Anceſtors, and ſince 


the Conqueſt of that Kingdom, the Princes of 


his Family have always made themſelves very 
acceptable at the Court of our Califts. You 
will oblige me much, adds ſhe, to make me 
acquainted with this young Nobleman : When 
1 ſend this Woman, ſays ſhe, pointing to one 
of her Slaves, to give you Notice to come and 
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fee me, pray bring him with you, I ſhall be 
very glad that he ſee the Magnificence of my 
Houle, that he may ſee that Avarice does not 
reign at Bagdad among Perſons of Quality : 

You know very well what I mean; don't fail, 

otherwiſe I will be very angry with you, and 
never come hither again while I live. 

Ebn Thaher was a Man of too much Pene- 
tration, not to perceive the Lady's Mind by 
thoſe Words: My Princels, my Queen, repiy'd 
he, God preſerve me from ever giving you any 
Occafion of Anger againſt me: I ſhall always 


make it a Law to obey your Commands. At 


this Anſwer, the Lady bow'd to Ebn Thaher 
and bid him farewel; and after the had given 
a favourable Look to the Prince of Per/ia, ſhe 
re-mounted her Mule and went her Way. 
Scheherazade ſtopt here, to the great Re- 
gret of the Sultan of the Indies, who was 
obliged to riſe becauſe Day appeared: She 


continued her Story next Night, and ſaid to 


- Schahriar ; 


CLXXXVI Night. 


8 I R, the Prince of Perfia was ſo deeply in 


Love with the Lady, that he booked after 
her as far as he could ſee her, and a long time 
after ſhe was out of Sight, he ſtill look'd that 
WAY: Ebn T haher told him, that ſeveral Perſons 
obſerv'd him, and began to laugh to ſee him in 
this Poſture. Alas! faid the Prince to him, the 
World and you would have Compaſſion on me, 
it you knew that the fine Lady who is juſt now 

Vor. V. D | gone 


Way how ſhe might fee, and have frec ah 
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gone from you, has carry'd with her the beſt 


part of me, and that the remaining Part ſeeks 


for an Opportunity to go after. Tell me, I con- 
Jure you, adds he, what cruel Lady is this, who 
forces People to love her, without giving them 
time to adviſe, My Lord, anſwers Ebn The- 
her, this is the famous * Schemſelnihar, the 
principal Favourite of the Calit our Maſter, 
She is juſtly ſo called, adds the Prince, ſince ſhe 
is more beautiful than the Sun at Noon-Day. 

That is true, reply'd Ebn Thaher, thercforc 


the Commander of the Faithful loves, or rather, 


adores her; he gave me expreſs Orders to fur- 
niſh her all that ſhe as&'d of me, and to pre- 
vent as much as poſſible every Thing that the 
can deſire of me. 

He ſpoke after this Manner, to hinder him 
from engaging in an Amour, which could not 
but prove unhappy to him; but this ſerv'd only 
to inflame him the more. I was very doubtful, 
charming Schemſelnihar, cries he, I ſhould not 


be allow'd ſo much as to think of you; I per- : 
ceive well however, that without Hopes of bc- 
ing loved by you, I cannot forbear loving you I 
I will love you then, and bleſs my Lot that Tam : 
Slave to an Object fairer than the Meridian Su: 0 
While the Pine of Perſia was thus conſe- 
crating his Heart to fair Schemſelnihan, this 
Lady when ſhe came home, thought upon a 0 


verſe with him. She no ſooner entered ber Pa 
lace, but ſhe ſent to En Thahor, the Woman 


ſhe had ſhew'd him, and in whom ſhe had Pu 
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* This Ward fianifies the Sun of the Day. 
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all her Confidence, to tell him to come and 
ſee her without delay, and to bring the Prince 
of Perſia with him, The Slave came to En 
Thaher's Shop while he was ſpeaking with the 
Prince, and endeavoured to diſſuade him, by 
very ſtrong Arguments, from loving the Ca- 
lif's Favourite. When ſhe ſaw them together, 
Gentlemen, ſays ſhe. to them, my honourable 
Miſtreſs Schemſelnibar, the Chief Favourite of 
the Commander of the Faithful, intreats you 
to come to her Palace, where ſhe waits for you. 
Ebn Thaher, to teſtify his Obedience, roſe up 
immediately, without anſwering the Slave, 
and followed her: not without ſome Reluctan- 
cy. As for the Prince, he followed without 
reflecting upon the Danger there might be in 
ſuch a Viſit, The Company of Ehn Thaber, 
who had a Liberty, when he pleas'd, to go to 
the Favourite, made the Prince very eaſy in 
the Matter: They followed the Slave, who 
went a little before them, and entered after her 
into the Califf's Palace, and join'd her at the 
Gate of Schem/elniha:”s little Palace, which was 
ready open. She introduc'd them into a 


great Hall, where ſhe pray'd them to fit 


down. 


The Prince of Perſa thought himſelf in one 
of thoſe delicious Palaces that are promiſed 
us in the other World: He had never ſeen 
any thing that came near the Magnificence 
of the Palace he was in. The. Carpets, 


Cuſhions, and other Furniture of the Sopha, 
the Moveables, Ornaments and Architecture, 


were ſurprizingly rich and beautiful, A little 
D 2 Time 
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time after Ebn Thaher and he had fat down, 
a very handſome black Slave brought them a 
Table covered with ſeveral very fine Diſhes, 
the admirable Smells of which made them 
judge of the Delicacy of the Sauce. White 
they were eating, the Slave which brought 
them in, waited upon them; ſhe took care 
to invite them to eat of what ſhe knew to 
be the greateſt Dainties. The other Slaves 
brought them excellent Wine after they had 
eaten. When they had done, there was 
preſented to each of them a ſine Gold Baſon 
full of Water to waſh their Hands; after 
which, they brought them a golden Pot ful! 
of the Perfume of Aloes, with which they 
perfumed their Beards and Cloaths. Odori- 
terous Water was not forgot, but ſerved in a 
golden Veſſel enrich'd with Diamonds and 
Rubies, made particularly for this Uſe, and 
it was thrown upon their Beards and Face ac- 
cording to Cuſtom: Then they went to thei: 
places; but they had ſcarce ſat down, when 
the Slave intreated them to ariſe and follow 
her: She opened a Gate of the Hall where 
they oo and they entered into a large Sa. 
loon of a marvellous. Structure. It was 
Dome of the moſt agreeable Faſhion, | ſup 
ported by a hundred Pillars of Marble, 
white as Alabaſter : The Baſes and Chapiter: 
of the Pillars were adorned with four-footed 
Beaſts, and Birds of ſeveral forts, | gilded. 
The Foot Carpet of this noble Parlour con- 
ſiſted of one Piece of Cloth of Gold, em- 
broidered with Garlands of Roſes in red 
and white Silk, and the Dome being painted 
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in the ſame manner, aſter the Arabian Form, 


was one of the moſt charming Objects that 
Eye could behold : Betwixt each Column 
there was a little Sopha adorn'd in the ſame 
N and great Veſſels of China, Cry- 

al, Jaipire, Jett, Porphyry, Agate, and o- 
ther precious Materials earniſh'd with Gold 
and Jewels; the Spaces betwixt the Columns 
were ſo many large Windows, with Jetts 
high enough ior one to lean on, covered 
with the ſame fort of Stuff as the Sopha's, 
and looking out into the moſt delicious Gar- 
den of the World; the Walks were of little 
beboles of different Colours, which reſembled 
the foot Carp-t of the Saloon: So that look- 
ing upon the Carpet within and without, it 
eok'd as if the Dome and the Garden with 
all its Ornaments, had ſtood upon the ſame 
Carpet. The Froipect round was thus : At 
the End of the Walks there were two Canals 
of clear Water, of the fame circular Figure 
as the Dome, the one of which being higher 
than the other, emptied its Water into "the 
lowermoſt, in Form of a Table-cloth ; and 
curious Pots of gilt Braſs, with Flowers and 
FE were ſet upon the Banks of the Ca- 

als at equal Diſtances. Thoſe Walks lay be- 
Fs great Plots of Ground, planted wit! 
ſtraight and buſhy Tx W3 z where there were 
a thouſand Birds, Which formed a melodious 
Concert, and diverted the View by their fly- 
ing about, and ſoinetimes by playing together, 
and at other Times by fighting in good carneſt 
in the Air. 
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The Prince of Perſia and Ebn Thaher were 


a long time taken up in viewing the Magni- 
ficence of the Place, and teſtihed their fur- 
prize at every Thing they ſaw, eſpecially the 

Prince, who had never feen any Thing like 
it, Eln Thaher, though he had been ſevera] 
Times in that delicate Place, yet could not 
but obſerve many new Beauties. In a word, 
they never grew weary in admiring ſo many 
ſingular Things, and were thus agreeably 
employed, when they perceived a Company 
of Ladies richly appareli'd fitting without, 
at ſome Diſtance from the Dome, each of 
them upon a Seat of Indian Wood, inlaid 
with Silver Wire in Figures, with Inftru- 
ments of Muſick in their Hands, expeCting 
Orders to play. They went both to the 
Jett, which fronted the Ladies, and on the right, 
they ſaw a great Court with a Stair up from 
the Garden, encompaſſed with beautiful 
Apartments. The Slave had left them, and 
being alone, they diſcourſed together: For 
you, Who are a wiſe Man, ſays the Prince of 


Perſia, TI doubt not but you look with a | 


rreat deal of Satisfaction upon all theſe 
Marks of Grandeur and Power: For my 
part, I don't think there is any Thing in the 
World more ſurprizing. But when I con- 
ſider that this is the glorious Habitation of 
the lovely Schemſelniban, and that he is the 
greateſt Monarch of the Earth who keeps 
Ber here, 1 confeſs to you, that I look upon 
myſelf to be the moſt unfortunate of all Man- 
kind, and that no Deſtiny can be more cruel 
than mine, to love an Object pollets'd by my 
Rival, and that too, in a Place, where he 1s {6 

potent, 
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potent, that I cannot think my ſelf ſure of my 
Life one Moment. 


Scheherazade {aid no more that Night, be- 
auſe Day began to appear; but next Night 
continued the Story thus, 


CLXXXVII Night. 


5 IR, Ein Thaber 1 the Prince 01 

Perfia ſpeak, as I told your Majeſty 
Yeſternicht, ſays to him, Sir, I wiſh. Y OL: 
could give me as food. Aſſurance of the bps 
py Succeſs of your Amours , as I can give 


1 


you of the Saſety © oi your Life. Though this 


jrately Palace belongs to the Calif who built 


it on purpoſe for Sc Pemfelnimar , called it 


The Palace of Eternal Pleaſures, and that it 
makes part of his own Palace; yet you muſt 
know, that this Lady lives here at entire 
Liberty: She is not beſteged by Eunuchs to 
be Spies upon her: This is her particular 
Houſe that's abſolutely at her Diſpoſal. She 
goes into the City when ſhe pleaſes, and 
returns again, without asking leave of any 
body, and the Califf never comes to ite 
her, but he ſeads Meſrour, the chief of 
his Eunuchs, to give her Notice, that ſhe 


* 


may be prepared to receive. him, I here- 


fore you may be eaſy, and give full At- 


tention to the Ces of Muſick, which 


[ percelve Scnemſrinimar 18 preparing for 


You. 


6 Juſt 
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Juſt as Elm Thaher had ſpoke theſe Words, 


the Prince of Pera, and he, ſaw the Fa- 


vourite's truſty Slave come and give Orders 


to the Ladies to begin to fing, and play with 
the Inftruments : They all began immediately 
to play together as a Preludium, and after 


they bad payed tome time, one of them be- 


can to fing alone, and play'd at the fame 
time 2dmirably well upon her Lute, being 
:dvertifed before-hand upon what Subject the 
was to ſing. The Words were 1o agreeable 
to the Prince of Perſia's Sentiments, that he 
could not forbear to applaud ber at the End 
of the Stave: Is it poſſible, cries he, that you 
have the Giit of knowing People's Hearts, and 
that the Knowledge of what is in my Mind, 
has occaſion'd you to give us a Taſte of your 
charming Voice by thoſe Words ? I ſhould 


not expreſs myſelf otherwiſe, were I to chuſe. 


[he Lady reply'd nothing, but went on and 


ſung ſeveral other Staves, with which the 
Prince was ſo much affected, that he repeated 
ſome of them with Tears in his Eyes; which 
diſcovered plain enough that he apply'd them 
to himſelf. When ſhe had made an end, ſhe 
and her Companions roſe up and ſung all to- 
gether, ſignifying by their Words, That the 
jull Mleon was going to riſe in all her Splendor, 
and that they ſhould ſpeedily fee her approach 
the Sun, By which it was meant, that Schem- 
ſelnibar was juſt a coming, and tbat the 
Prince of Per/ia ſhould have the Pleaſure to fee 
her. 

And in effect, as they 160d d towtide the 


Court, they ſaw Schemſelnihar's Confident 


coming towards them ; followed by ten black 
Women, 
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Women, who, with much ado, carried a 
Throne of Maſſy Silver curiouſly wrought, 
which they ſet down before them at a certain 
Diſtance ; after which the black Slaves retired 
behind the Trees, to the Entrance of a Walk. 
After this came twenty handſome Ladies richly 
apparelled, all in one Dreſs: They advanc'd in 
two Rows ſinging and playing upon Inſtru- 
ments which each of them held in her Hand, 
and coming near the Throne, ten of them fat 
down on each fide of it, 

All theſe Things kept the Prince of Perſia 
and Ebn Thaher in ſo much the greater Ex- 
pectation, that they were curious to know 
how they would end at laſt: They ſaw come 
out at the ſame Gate from whence the ten 
black Women came, ten other handſome La- 
dies very well dreſsd, who halted there a 
few Moments expecting the Favourite, who 
came out at laſt and plac'd. herſcif in the 
midſt of them. 

Day-light beginning to appear, Scheherazade 
was obliged to ſtop ; but next Night purſued 
her Story thus. | 


CLXXXVIII Night. 


Chemſelnibar was eafily diſtinguiſh'd from 

the reſt, by her fine Shape, and majeſtick 
Air, as well as by a Sort of Mantle, of a ver 
fine Stuff of Gold and Sky-blue, faſtened to her 
Shoulders, over her other Apparel, which was 
the moſt handſome, beſt contrived, and moit 
magnificent, that could be thought on. 
D 5 The 
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The Pearls, the Rubies, and the Diamond. 
which adorn'd her, were in very good order; 

not many in Number, but well choſen, and 
of ineſtimable Value: She came forward, wit! 
a Majeſty reſembling the Sun in its Courſe, a- 
mid{t the Clouds, which receives his Splen- 
dor without hiding his Luſtre; and ſat down 
upon the filver Throne that was brought for 
her. 


As ſoon as the Prince of Perſia ſaw Seen 
felmihar , he could look upon nothing elſe 


e ceaſe enquiring, ſays he to Ebn Thaher. 


after what we ſeek, when ence we fee it; ani 
there is no doubt left remaining, When once ihe 


Truth makes itſelf manifeſt. Do you fee this 


charming Beauty? She is the Cauſe of all i; 
Sufferings, which I hug, and will never for. 
bear blefling them, how laſting foever they 


may be. At the Sight of this Obj ect, Tam no! 


my own Maſter; my Soul's iba, and 
rebels, and I fancy ſhe has a mind to leave 
me. Go then, my Soul, I allow thee; but Je: 


it be for the Welfare and Preſervation of thi: 


weak Body. It is you, cruel En Thaher, who 
are the Cauſe of this Diforder ; you though: 
to do me a great Pleaſure in bringing me hi 
ther, and I perceive that I am only come t. 
compleat my Ruin, Pardon me, fays 55 
iuterrupting himſelf, I am miſtaken , I was 
willing to come, and can blame nobody bu: 


myſelf; and at theſe Words broke out into 


Tears. I am very well pleaſed, fays Ebn TIA. 
her, that you do me Juſtice: When I told you at 
firſt, that Schemſelnihar was the Califf's chici 
Favourite, I did it on purpoſe to prevent that 
fatal Paſſion which you pleaſe your ſelf with 
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entertaining in your Breaſt, All that you ſee 
here ought to diſengage you, and you are to 
think on nothing but of Acknowledgments, 
for the Honour which Schemſelnihan was wil- 
ling to do you, by ordering me to bring you 
with me. Call in then your wandring Rea- 
ſon, and put yourſelf in a Condition to ap- 
pear before her, as good Breeding requires. 
Lo! There ſhe comes: Were the Matter to 
begin again, I would take other Meaſures ; but 


ſince the thing is done, I wiſh we may not 
repent it. What I have farther to ſay to you 


is this, That Love is a TI raytor, who may 
throw you into a Pit you will never get out 


Ot. 


Ebn Thaher had no time to ſay any more, 
becauſe Schempelnihar came, and fitting down 
upon her "Throne, ſaluted them both with 
bowing her Head; but ſhe fix'd her Eyes on 
the Prince of Perſia, and they ſpoke to one 
another in a ſilent Language intermix'd with 
Sighs; by which, in a few Moments, they 
ſpoke more than they could have done by 
Words in a great deal of Time. The more 
Schemſelnibar look'd upon the Prince, the 
more ſhe found by his Looks that he was in 
Love with her; and being thus perſuaded of 
his Paſſion, thought herſelf the happieſt Wo- 


man in the World. At laſt ſhe turn'd her 


Eyes from him, to command the Women, who 
began to ſins firſt, to come near; they got 
up, and whilſt they advanc'd, the black Wo- 
men who came out of the Walk into which 
they retir'd, brought their Seats, and ſct 
them near the Window, in the Jet of the 
Dome, 
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Dome, where Ebu Thaher, and the Prince Of 
Fea ſtood, and their Seats were ſo diſpoſed on 
each Side the Favouritc's 'T hrone, that they 
ſorm'd a Semicircle. 


The Women, who were fitting before ſhe 
came, tcok each of them their Places again, 
with the Permiſſion of Schemſelnihar, who or- 
der'd them by a Sign. That charming Favou- 
rite choſe one of thoſe Women to ling, who, 
after ſhe had ſpent ſome Moments in tuning her 
| Lute, play'd a Song, the Meaning whereof 
was, That two Lovers who entirely loved one 
another, whoſe Affection was boundleſs, their 
Hearts, though in two Bodies, were one and 
the fame; ; and when any thing oppos'd their De- 
ſites, could ſay with Tears in their Eyes, If we 
love becauſe we find one another amiable, ought 
we to be blam'd for this? Let Deſtiny bear the 
Blame. 


Schemſelnihar diſcoverd fo well by her 
Eyes and Geſture, that thoſe Sayings ought 
to be apply'd to her, and the Prince of Perſia, 
that he could not contain himſelf: He aroſe 
and came to a Balluſter, which he lean'd upon, 
and oblig'd one of the Women who came to 
ſing, to obſerve him. When ſhe was near 
him, Follow me, ſays he to her, and do me 
the Favour to accompany with your Lute, | 

a Song which you ſhall hear forthwith. Then 
L ſung with an Air ſo tender, and paſſio- 
nate, as perſedtly be ag the Violence of 
his Love. As ſoon as he had done, Schem- 
ſelnibar following his Example, ſaid to one 
of the W. omen, Pol ow me likewiſe, and ac- 

company 
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company my Voice. At the ſame time ſhe 
ſang after ſuch a manner, as did further pierce 
the Heart of the Prince of Pera, who an- 
ſwered her by a new Air, as paſſionate as the 


former. 


Thoſe two Lovers declared their mutuai 
Affections by their Songs. Schemſelnihar yield- 
ed to the Force of hers's : ſhe aroſe from her 
Throne, and advanc'd towards the Door of 
the Hall. The Prince, who knew her Deſign, 


aroſe immediately, and went towards her in 


all haſte, They met at the Door, where they 
took one another by the Hand, and embrac'd 
with ſo much Paſſion, that they fainted, and 
wou'd have fallen, if the Women, who fol- 
low'd them, had not help'd them. They ſup- 
ported them, and carry'd them to a Sopha, 
where they were brought to themſelves again, 
by throwing odoriferous Water upon their 
Faces, and "by giving them things to ſmell 
to. 


"When they came to themſelves, the firſt 
thing that Schemſelnibar did, was to look a- 
bout; and not ſeeing £bn Thaber. the ask'd, 
with. a great deal of Concern, where he was? 
He had withdrawn out of Reſpect, whilſt her 
Women were applying things to recover her, 
and dreaded, not without reaſon, that ſome 
troubleſome Conſequence might attend what 
had happen'd ; but as ſoon as he heard Schemſel- 


nibar ask for him, he came forward, and pre- 


ſented himſelf before her, 


Here 
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Here the Sultaneſs gave over till the next 
Morning, becauſe Day appear'd, and then re- 
ſumed the Story next Night as follows. 


CLXXXIX Night. 


A hemſelnhar was very well pleaſed to ice 
Ebn Thaher, and expreſs'd her Joy in 
theſe Terms: Kind En T haher, I don't know 
how to make amends for the great Obli— 
gations you have put upon me; without 
you, I ſhould never have ſeen the Prince 
of Perſia, nor have loved that which is the 


moſt amiable thing in the World: But you may 


aſſure yourſelf however, that I ſhall not die un- 
grateful, and that my Acknowledgment, if 


_ poſſible, ſhall be equal to the Obligation, E 


Thaher anſwered this Compliment by a low 
Bow, and wiſh'd the Favourite the Accompliſh- 
ment of all her Deſires. 


Schemſelnibar, turning towards the Prince 
of Per/ia, who ſat by her, and looking upon 


him with ſome ſort of Confuſion, after what 


had paſs'd betwixt them, ſays to him, Sir, I 
am very well aſſured you love me, and how 
great ſoever your Love may be to me, you 
need not doubt, but mine 1s as great towards 
you: But let's not flatter our ſelves; for 
though we be both agreed, yet I ſee no- 
thing for you and me but Trouble, Impa- 
tience, and torinenting Grief, There is no 
other Remedy for our Evils, but to love 
one another conſtantly, to refer our ſelves 
tO 
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to the Diſpoſal of Heaven, and to expc& ti! 

it ſhall determine our Deſtiny, Madam, re 

plies the Prince of Perſia, vou will do me 
the greateſt Injuſtice in the World, if you 
doubt but one Moment of the Continuance of 
my Love. It is ſo united to my Soul, that 
| can jultly ſay, it makes the beſt Part of 
it, and that. I ſhall perſevere in it after Death. 
Pains, T orments, Obitacles, nothing ſhall 
be capable ot hindering me to love you. Speak- 
ing thoſe Words, he ſhed Tears in abundance, 


and Sch emſelnibar was not able to reſtrain 
her's. 


Eln T haher took this Lav to freak 
to the Favourite: Madam, fays he, allow me 


to repreſent to you, that inſtead of breaking 


forth into Tears, you ought to rejoice that 
you are together. I underſtand not this 
Grief, What will it be when you are o- 


blig'd to part? But what do I talk of that; 


we have been a long while here, and you 
know Madam, that it's time for us to be going. 
Ah! how cruel are you, replies Schemſelni- 
har!“ You who knew the Cauſe of my 
Tears, have you no Pity for my unfortu- 
nate Condition? O!] fad Fatality | What 
have J done to be ſubject to the ſevere Law 


of not being able to enjoy the only thing I 
love, 


She being perſuaded that Ebn Thaher ſpoke 
to her only out of Friendſhip, did not take 
amiſs what he faid to her, but made a right 
Uſe of it. Then ſhe made a Sign to the 


Slave, her Confident, who immediately went 


out, 
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out, and in a little time brought a Colla- 


tion of Fruits, upon a ſmall filver Table; 
which ſhe ſet down betwixt her Miſtreſs 
and the Prince of Perſia. Schemſelnibar took 
ſome of the beſt, and preſented to the Prince, 
and pray'd him to eat it for her Sake: He 
took it, and put that Part to his Mouth which 


| ſhe touched; and then he preſented ſome to 


her, which ſhe took, and eat in the ſame 
manner; ſhe did nor forget to invite Ehn 
Thaher to eat with them; but he thinking 
himſelf not ſafe in that Place, eat only out 
of Complaiſance. After the Collation was 
taken away, they brought a ſilver Baſon, 
with Water in a Veſſel of Gold, and waſh'd 
together: They afterwards return'd to their 
Places, and then three of the ten black Wo- 


men, brought each of them a Cup of Rock 


Cryſtal full of curious Wine, upon a golden 


Salver; which they ſet down before Schem- 
ſelnibar, the Prince of Perſia, and Ebn Tha- 


her. That they might be more private, Schem- 
ſelnihar kept with her only ten black Women, 


with ten others who underſtood to ſing, and 


play upon Inſtruments; and after ſhe had 
ſent away all the reſt, ſhe took up one of 
the Cups, and holding it in her Hand, ſung 
ſome tender Expreſſions, which one of her 
Women accompany'd with her Lute. When 


ſhe had done, ſhe drank, and afterwards 


took up one of the other Cups, and pre- 


ſented to. the Prince, praying him ta drink 
for the Love of her, as ſhe had drank for 
the Love of him. He receiv'd the Cup with 
a Tranſport of Love and Joy; but before he 
drank, he ſang alſo a Song, which another 

Woman 
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Woman accompanied with an Inſtrument; 
and as he ſang, the Tears ſell from his Eyes in 
ſuch abundance, that he could not forbear ex- 
preſſing in his Song, that he knew not whether 
te was going to drink the Wine ſhe had pre- 
ſented him, or his own Tears. Schemſclnihar 
at laſt preſented the third Cup to En T haher, 
who thanked her for her Kindneſs, and for the 
Honour ſhe did him, 


Aſter this, ſhe took a Lute from one of her 
Women, and ſung to it in fuch a paſſionate 
manner, as ſhe ſeem'd to be out of herſelf ; 


the Prince of Perſia ſtood with his Eyes xd 


upon her, as if he had been enchanted, As 
theſe things paſs'd, her truſty Slave arriv'd all 
in a Fright, and addreſſing herſelf to her Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſays, Madam, Meſrour and two other 


Officers, with feveral Eunuchs that attend 


them, are at the Gate, and want to ſpeak with 
you from the Califf. When the Prince of Per- 
fia and Ebn Thaher heard theſe Words, they 
changed Colour, and began to tremble, as if 
they had been undone: But Schemſelnihar, who 
perceived it, recovered their Courage by a 
Smile. | 

Here Scheherazade broke off till next Day, 
when ſhe reſumed the Story thus, 


CXC Night. 


5 Fter Schemſelnihar had quieted the Prince 
1 of Perſia and Ebn Thaher's Fears, ſhe 
ordered the Slave, her Confident, to go and 
; 1 entertain Meſrour, and the two other Officers, 


till 


1 
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till ſhe was in a Condition to receive them, and 


ſent to her to bring them in. Immediately ſhe 
ordered all the Windows of the Saloon to be 
ſhut, and the painted Cloth on the Side of the 


Garden to be let down. And after having 4 


fured the Prince, and Ebn Thaber, that they 
might continue there without any Fear, {iz 


went out at the Gate leading to the Garden. 


and ſhut it upon them: But whatever Aſſurance 
ſhe had given them of their being ſafe, they 
were deſperately afraid all the while they were 
alone. 6 


Ass ſoon as Schemſeluihar was in the Garden 
with the Women that had followed her, ſhe or- 


dered all the Seats which ſerved the Women wh 
played on the Inſtruments, to be ſet near 1 
Window, where the Prince of Per//a and £ 
T haher heard them; and having got thing 
Order, ſhe fat down upon a filver Ih 


Then ſhe ſent notice by the Slave her G 


dent, to bring in the Chief of the Eunuci.s, iu 
his ſubaltern Officers with him. 

They appeared, followed by twenty black 
Eunuchs all handſomely cloathed, with »cy- 
metars by their Sides, and gold Belts of four 
Inches broad. As ſoon as ever they perceived 
the Favourite Schemſelnihar at a Diſtance, 
they made her a profound Reverence, which 
ſhe returned them from her Throne. When 
they came near, ſhe got up, and went to mect 
Mefrour who came firſt; ſhe ask'd what News 
he brought? He anſwer'd, Madam, the Com- 


mander of the Faithful has ſent me to ſigniſy, 
that he cannot live longer without ſeeing | 
you; he deſigns to come and fee you to-night, 


and I come before-hand to give you notice, 
that 


G 


A 
eee 


3 hearted Schemſelnibar, how happy do I think 
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that you may be ready to receive him ; he 
hopes, Madam, that you long as much to ſee 
him, as he 15 1mpatient to ſee you, 

Upon this Diſcourſe of Meſrour, the Fa- 
vourite Schemſelnibar proſtrated herſelf to 
the Ground, as a Mark of that Submiſſion 


with which ſhe received the Califf's Order; 


when ſhe rofe up again, ſhe ſays, Pray tell 


the Commander of the Faithful, that 1 ſhall 
always. reckon it my Glory to execute his Ma- 
jelty's Commands, and that his Slave wall 


do her utmoſt to receive him with all the 


Reſpe& that is due to him. At the fame time 
ſhe ordered the Slave, her Confident, to tell 
the black Woman appointed for that Service, 
to get the Palace ready to receive the Califf, 


and diſmiſſing the chief of the Eunuchs, ſays 


to him, You ſee it requires ſome Time to get 
all Things ready, therefore I pray you to take 


care, that his Majeſty may have a little Pa- 


tience, that when he arrives he may not find 
Things out of Order. 

The Chief of the Eunuchs and his Re- 
tinue being gone, Schemſelnihar returned to 
the Saloon, extreamly concerned at the Ne- 
cellity ſhe was under of ſending back the 
Prince of Per/ia ſooner than ſhe thought to 
have done. She came up to him again with 


Tears in her Eyes, which heighten'd E T ha- 


ber's Fear, who thought it no good Omen, 
Madam, fays the Prince to her, I perceive you 
are come to tell me that we muſt part ; pro- 


3} vided there be nothing more to dread, I hope 


Heaven will give me the Patience which is 
neceſfary to ſupport your Abſence. Alas! My 
dear Heart, my dear Soul, replies tender- 


you, 
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you, and how unhappy do I think my ſelf, 
when I compare your Lot with my fad De- 
ſtiny! No doubt you will ſufter by my Ab- 
ſence, but that's all, and you may comfort 
your ſelf with Hopes of ſceing me again; 
but as for me, juſt Heaven, what a terrible 
Trial am I brought to! I muſt not only be 
deprived of the ſight of the only Perſon 
whom I love; but I muſt be tormented with 
the Sight of one whom you have made hate- 
ful to me; Will not the Arrival of the Ca- 
liff put me in mind of your Departure? And 
how can I, when I am taken up with think- 
ing on your ſweet Face, entertain the Prince 
with that Joy which he always obſerv'd in 
my Eyes, whenever he came to ſee me? J 
ſhall have my Mind wavering when I ſpeak 
to him, and the leaſt Complaiſance which I 
ſhew to his Love, will ſtab me to the Heart 


like a Dagger: Can I reliſh his kind Word: 


and Careſſes? Think, Prince, to what Tor- 
ments I ſhall be expoſed when I can fee yo 
no more. Her Tears and Sighs hindred her 
to go on, and the Prince of Perſia would 
have replied to her, but his own Grief, and 
that of his Miſtreſs, made him uncapable of 
doing it. 

Ebn Thaher, whoſe chief Buſineſs was to 
get out of the Palace, was obliged to com- 
fort them, and to exhort them to have Pa- 
tience : But the truſty Slave interrupted them ; 
Madam, ſays ſhe to Schemſelnihar, you have 
no time to loſe, the Eunuchs begin to arrive, 
and you know the Califf will be here im- 
mediately, O Heaven! how cruel is this 
Separation, cries the Favourite? Make haſte, 
ſays ſhe to the Conhdent, carry them both 
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to the Gallery which looks into the Garden 
on the one ſide, and to the Tygr;s on the 
other: and when the Night grows dark, - 
them out by the back Gate, that they m 
retire with Safety, Having ſpoke thus, llc 
tenderly embraced the Prince of Per/ia, with- 
out being able to ſay one word more, and 
went to meet the Califf in ſuch a Diſorder as 
cannot well be imagined. 

In the mean time the truſty Slave carried 
the Prince and {bn Thaher to the Gallery, 
as Schemſelnibar had appointed; and having 
brought them in, left them there, and ſhut 
the Door upon them, aſter having aſſured 
them that they had nothing to fear, and that 
ſhe would come for them when it was time. 

Here Scheherazade broke off, and next 
Night purſued the Story thus: 


XCI Night. 


IR, continued ſhe, Schemfelnhar's truſty 

Slave leaving the Prince of  Per/ia and 
t!ha Thaher, they forgot ſhe had aflured them 
that they needed not to be afraid: They 
ſearched all the Gallery, and were ſeized 
with extreme Fear, becauſe they knew nv 
place where they might eſcape, in cafe the 
Califf or any of his Officers ſhould happen to 
come there. 

A great Light, which came all of a ſud- 
den from the fide of the Garden thro' the 


Windows, cauſed them to approach to ſee 


from whence it came; it was occaſioned by 
a Lundred Flambeaux of white Wax carried 


by 
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by as many young Eunuchs : Theſe were fol- 
lowed by more than a hundred others, who 
guarded the Ladies of the Califf's Palace, 
cloathed and armed with Scymitars, in the 
ſame manner as thoſe I ſpoke of before ; and 
the Califf came after them, betwixt eſo 
their Captain on his Right, the Yafif their 
ſecond Officer on his left Hand. 

Schemſelnthar waited for the Califf at the 
Entry of an Alley, accompanied with hence 
Women all of ſurprizing Beauty, adorn'd 
with Neck-laces and Ear-rings of large Dia- 
monds, and ſome of them had their whole 
Heads covered with them: They played upon 
their Inſtruments, and made a charming Con- 
cert. The Favourite no ſooner ſaw the Prince 
appear but ſhe advanced and proſtrated her- 
ſelf at his Feet; and while ſhe was doing this, 
the Prince of Perf da, ſays ſhe, within herſelf, 
if your fad Eyes bear Witneſs to what I ds. 
judge of my hard Lot; if I were humbling 
myſelf ſo before you, my Heart ſhould fel 
no Reluctance. 

The Califf was Write to ſee Schemſel- 
nihar : Riſe, Madam, fays he to her, come 
near, I am angry that I ſhould have depri- 
ved myſelf ſo long of the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you ; as he ſpake thus, he took her by 
the Hand, and after abundance of tender 
Expreſſions, he went and fat down upon a 
Silver Throne, which Schemſelnthar cauſed to 
be brought for him, and ſhe ſat down upon 
a Seat before him, and the twenty Women 
made a Circle round them upon other Seats, 
while the young Eunuchs who carried Flam- 


beaux, diſperſed themſelves at a certain Di- 
{tance 
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ſtance from one another, that the Califf might 
enjoy the Cool of the Evening the better. 
When the Califf ſat down, he look'd round 
him, and beheld with great Satisfaction a 
great many other Lights than thoſe Flam- 
beaux the young Eunuchs held ; but taking 
notice that the Saloon was ſhut, was aſto- 
niſh'd thereat, and demanded the Reaſon. It 
was done on purpoſe to ſurprize him; for he 
had no ſooner ſpoken, but the Windows were 
all open at once, and he ſaw it illuminated 
within, and without, in a much better manner 
than ever he had ſcen it before. Charming 
Schemſelmhar, cries he, at this Sight, I under- 


ſtand you ; you would have me to know there 


are as fine Nights as Days. After what I have 
ſeen, I cannot diſown it. | 

Let us return to the Prince of Perſia, and 
Ehn Thaher, whom we left in the Gallery, 
Ebn Thaher could not enough admire all that 
he ſaw; I am not very young, ſays he, and I 
have ſeen great Entertainments in my Time; 
but I don't think any Thing can be ſeen fo ſur- 
prizing or magnificent | All that's faid of En- 
chanted Palaces, does no ways come near this 
prodigious Spectacle we now ſee. O {trange ! 
What Riches and Magnihcence together 

The Prince of Perſia was nothing at all mo- 
ved with thoſe Objects which were ſo pleaſant 
to £ben Thaher, he could look on nothing but 
Schemſelniher, and the preſence of the Calif 
threw him into an unconceivable Grief, Dear 
Ebn Thaher, ſays he, would to God that I had 
my Mind as free to admire thoſe Things as you. 
Butalas! I amin a quite different condition, all 
thoſe Objects ſerve only to increaſe my torment. 
Can J ice the Califf Cheek by Joul with her 
that 


' 

: 

i" 

: 

» 1 

! 

+ 19 
} 4 

” 

4 

{ 
15 . 
U * 

Wo. 

, 

1 
1 
k 

1 

1 

0 

ſ 

1 
3 

i 

18 
4 
. 

} 

: 1 
| 

i 
N 1 
1 
N q 
$9 
1 | 

ne! 
| 
wn. | 

"I 

- i 
1 

N 
[4 
vi 11 

FAM 

l 

if . 

I. 

1 

| 

1 
tt; 

131 
I23 8 

1231 

in 

1" ifs 
1 
; 

i 

: 

: i 

| | 
$ 1] . 

BB 
{44 

11 
111 

#108 

6 

| 1 
Wt | | 
TH 
ö i 
1 : 
4 

4. V8 
! 
my. 
\ 1 it 
} Wt 
[1 f [ 
/ Wil!!! 
© | 
161400 ' 
Fi 11 0D 
ng 
1 
. 
1 15 7 
1 ; 
1111108 
3:4 1118 

N. 
14, 4788 

: ”"; 

!! ö 
n: 
418 
. 
ih : 
» !} \ 
HUME 
i! 
I. 

LEES. 

5 | 
7 : 

143387 ; 
b 496 
I 

i 
| WW 
/ i ' 

N 
$1110! 

181 | 
N 
1 1 
tr any 
+ * 

11 1887 
11 

it 4 

ö 
1 
1 18 

* 

PF HH : 

8} | 
: 14,5158 

: 
*1 1490 

+ 1188 
| IG 

+ ; i 
i 1 4 
4 14 

1 4 7 

! ; 

4 : 
8.1 
* 

N 

MN 4: 

17 

, 
1 
1 
14 

19 . 1. 
: * } 
11 14 
: iy! 1 
IT | | 

| 118 

14008 
N 
. 

/ 11 
| 130781 
: ? 1 
HS 1 1 
47 ' 1; 188 


— EE 


96 ARABIAN NTS HTS 


that I love, and not die of Grief? Muſt ſuch 
a paſſionate Love as mine be diſturb'd with ſo 
potent a Rival. O Heavens! How cruel and 
{range is my Deſtiny ! It's but a Moment fince 
I efteem'd myſelf the moſt fortunate Lover in 
the World, and at this Inſtant I feel my Heart 
ſo ſtruck, that it's like to kill me. I cannot 
reſiſt it, my dear Ebn Thaher, my Patience is 
at an End, my Diſtemper overwhelms me, and 
my Courage fails. While he was ſpeaking 
thoſe Words, he ſaw ſomething paſs in the 
Garden, which obliged him to keep filence, 
and to turn all his Attention that way. 

The Califf had order'd one of the Women 
who was near him, to play upon her Lute, 
and ſhe began to ſing; the words that ſhe 
ſung were very paſſionate, and the Calif was 


| perſuaded that ſhe ſung thus by Order cf 


Schemſelnihar, who had frequently entertain'd 
him with the like Teſtimonies of her Affection, 
therefore he interpreted all in his own Favour, 
But this was not now Schem/elnihar's Meaning; 
ſhe applied it to her dear Ali Ebn Becar, and 
was ſo ſenſibly touched with Grief, to have 

before her an Object whole Preſence ſhe could 
no longer enjoy, that ſhe fainted and fell back- 
wards upon her Seat, which having no Arms 
to ſupport her, ſhe muſt have fell down, had 
not ſome of the Women helped her in Time; 


after which they took her up, and carried he! 


into the Saloon, 

Ein Thaher, who was in the Gallery, being 
ſurpriz'd at this Accident, turned towards thc 
Prince of Perſia, but inſtead of ſeeing him ſtand 
and look thro' the Window as betore, he was 
extremely amazed to fee him fallen down at 
his Feet, and without Motion, He judged it 

; to 
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to proceed from the Violence of that Prince's 


Love to Schemſelnthar, and admired the ſtrange 
Effect of Sympathy, which put him intoa mor- 
tal Fear, becauſe of the place they were in; in 
the mean time he did all he could to recover the 
Prince, but in vain. En T haver was in this 
Pera when Schemfelnihar's Confident o— 
pen'd the Gallery Door, and came in out of 
breath, as one who knew not where ſhe was. 
Come ſpeedily, cries ihe, that I may let you 
out; all is in Confuſion here, and J fear this will 
be the laſt of our Days. Ah! how would you 
have us to go, replies En Thaher with a 
mournful Voice; come near, I pray you, and fee 
what a Condition the Prince of Per/a is in. 
Vhen the Slave ſaw him in a Swoon, ſhe ran ſor 
Water in all haſte, and return'd in an inſtant. 
At laſt the Prince of Per/a, after they had 
thrown Water on his Face, recover'd his Spirits. 
Prince, ſays Ebn Thaher to him, we run the 
riſque of being deſtroy'd if we ſtay here any 
longer, let us therefore endeavour to ſave our 
Lives, He was ſo feeble that he could not riſe 
alone; En Thaher and the Confident lent him 
their Hands, and ſupported him on cach Side. 
They came to a little Iron Gate which opens 


towards the Tygris, went out at it, and came 


to the Side of a little Canal which has a Com- 
munication with the River. The Confident 
clapp'd her Hands, and immediately a little 

Boat appear'd and came towards them with 
one Rower. Ali Ebn Becar and his Comrade 
went aboard, and the truſty Slave {taid at the 
Side of the Canal. As ſoon as the Prince fat 


don in the Boat, he ſtretched one Hand to- 
2 wards the Palace, and laid his other upon his 
2 Heart: Dear Object of my Soul, cries he with 
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a feeble Voice, receive my Faith with this 
Hand, while I aſſure you with the ot her, that 
my Heart ſhall for ever preſerve the Fire with 
which it burns for you. 

Here Scheherazade perceiving Day, held her 
peace, and next Night reſuin'd her Stor y thus, 
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CXCII Night. 


| Yap the mean time the Boat-man rowed with 

il his Might, and Schenielnibar's truſty 
Slave accompany'd the Prince of Perſia and 
Ebn Thaher, walking along the fide of the 
Canal, until they came to "the Tygris, and 
when the could go no farther, ſhe. took her 
Farewel of them and returned. 

The Prince of Perſia continued very feeble, 
Ebn T haher exhorted him, and comforted him 
to take Courage. Conſider, ſays he to him, 
that when we are landed, we have a great 
way to go before we come to my Houle, and I 
would not adviſe you to go to your Lodgings, 5 
which are a great deal farther than mine, a 


n —S nnn 


this Hour, and in this Condition. At laſt ns ES | 
went out of the Boat, but the Prince had fo Þ - :; 
little Strength that he could not walk, hich ET 
put £bn Thaher into great Perplexity. He re- 
membred he had a Friend in the Neighbour-E 


hood, and carried the Prince thither wich 
reat Difficulty, His Friend received them 
very chearfully, and when he made them tit 
down, he asked them where they had been 19 
ate. Ebn Thaher anſwered: him, I was this 
Evening with a Man who owed me a conſidera- 
ble Sum of Money, and deſign'd to go a long 
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him, and by the Way 1 met with this young 
Nobleman whom you ſce, and to whom I am 
under a thouſand Oblis zations; for knowing my 
Debtor, he wou 85 needs do me the Favour to 
80 along with me Wee hae 8 a great deal of 
trouble to bring that Man to/Reaſon. Pell des, 
we went out of the War „and that's the rea- 


ſon we are ſo late. In cur return home, this 


good Lord, for whom I have all poſſible Re- 
ſpect, was attacked by a ſudden Diſtemper, 
vihich made me. take tne Liberty to call at 

your Houſe, flattering my felt that you would 
be p leaſed to give Us 9 aFters for this Night. 

by Thabcr's Friend took all this for Truth, 

told hem they were welcome, and offered the 
Prince of Perſia, whom he brew not, all the 
AMRANCE 2 could deſire; but El T haher 
(pol -e for the Prince, and faid, That his Di- 

emper was of that Nature as required we 
thi ung but Reſt. His Friend underſtocd by this 
hat they deſired to go to Bed. Upon Which 
e conducted them to an Apartment where he 
ett them. 

Tho' the Prince of Perſia Nept, he had trou- 
bleſome Dreams, which repreſented Schempel- 
4ihar in a Swoon at the Calitt's Feet, and in- 
creaſed his Affliction. En Thaler was very 
impatient to be at home, and doubted not but 
his Family was in great Trouble, becauſe he 
never uſed to lie abroad. He roſe and de- 
5 arted early in the Morning, after he bad ta- 
ken leave of his Friend, who roſe at Break of 
Day to ſay his Prayers. At laſt he came home, 

and the firſt thing the Prince of Perſia did, 
who had walked 0 far with much Trouble, 
was to lie down upon a Sopha, as weary as if 
he had gone a long Journey. Being not in a 

| Con- 
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Condition to go home, En Thaher ordered a 
Chamber to be made ready for him, and ſent 
to acquaint his Friends with his Condition, and 
where he was. In the mean time he begg'd him 
to compoſe himſelf, to command in his Houſe, 
and to order all things as he pleaſed. I thank 
you heartily for thoſe obliging Offers, ſays the 
rince of Perſia; but that I may not be any 
ways troubleſome to you, I conjure you to deal 
with me as if I were not at your Houſe, I 
would not ſtay one Moment, it 1 thought my 
Preſence would incommode you in the caſt, 

As ſoon as Ehn Thaher had time to recollect 
himſelf, he told his Family all that paſted at 
Schemſelnibar s Palace, and concluded, by 
thanking God, who had delivered him from 
the Danger he was in. The Prince of Perſia“ 
Principal Domeſticks came to receive his Or- 
ders at £bn T haher's Houſe, and in a little time 
there arrived ſeveral of his Friends who had 
notice of his Indiſpoſition. "Thoſe Friend: 


paſſed the greateſt part of the Day with him; and 


tho* their Converſation could not extinguiſh 
thoſe fad Ideas which were the Cauſe of is 
Trouble, yet it gave him ſome Relief. He 
would have taken his Leave of En Thahy 
towards the Evening; but this faithful Friend 
found him ftill ſo weak, that he obliged him 
to ſtay till next Day, and in the mean time to 
divert him, he gave him a Concert of Vocal 
and Inſtrumental Mufick in the Evening; but 
this Concert ſerved only to put him in mind 
of the preceding Night, and renew'd his 'T rov- 
ble inſtead of aſſuaging it; ſo that next wit) 
his Diitemper ſeemed to increaſe. Upon this 
Ebn Thaher did not oppole his going home, 
but took care to accompany hun thither ; and 
When 
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when he was with him alone in his Chamber, 
he repreſented to him all thoſe Arguments 
which might influence him to a generous En- 
d:avour to overcome that Paſſion, which in 
the End would neither prove lucky to himſelt 
nor to the Favourite. Ah! dear En Tpabes, 
cries the Prince, how eaſy is it for you to give 
this Advice, but how hard is it for me to fol. 
low it? I am ſenſible of its Importance, but 
zm not able to profit by it. I have faid it al. 
ready, that I ſhall carry to the Grave with mc 
the Love that I bear to Schemſelnihar. W ken 
Ebn Thaher ſaw that he could gain nothing 
upon the Prince, he took his Leave of him, 
and would have retired, 

Scheherazade ſeeing Day begin to appear, 
held her peace, and next Morning reſumed 
her Diſcourſe thus, 


CXCII Night. 


HE Prince of Perſia retain'd him and ſaid, 

Kind En Thaher, ſince I have declared to 
you that it is not in my power to follow your 
Wiſe Couniels, I beg you would not charge it 
on me as a Crime, nor forbear to give me the 
uſual Teſtimonies of your Friendſhip; you can- 
not do me a greater Favour than to inform 
me of the Deſtiny of my dear Schemſelnihar, 
When you hear any News of it: The Uncer- 
tainty I am in concerning her Fate, and the 
mortal Apprehenſions her fainting has occa- 
ſioned in me, keeps me in this languiſhing Con- 


dition you reproach me with, My Lord, an- 


ſwered Ebn T haher, you have reaſon to hope 
that her fainting was not attended with any 
E 3 bad 
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bad Conſequence, her Confident will quickl; 
come and inform me of the Iſſue; and as ſoon 
as I know the Particulars, I will not fail to 
impart them. 

En Thaber left the Prince in this Hope, 


/ 
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and returned home, where he expected dchem- 


ſelnibar's Confident all the reſt of the Day, 


but in vain, nor did ſhe come next Day: His 
Uneaſineſs to know the State of the Prince of 
Per/ia's Health, would not ſuffer him to ſtay 
any longer without ſeeing him; he went to his 


Lodgings to exhort him to Patience, and Jound 


him lying on his Bed as ſick as ever, furrounded 
by a great many of his Friends, and ſeveral 
Phyſicians who made uſe of all their Art to 
diſcover the Cauſe of his Diſtemper. As ſoon 
as he faw Ebn Thaher, he look'd upon him 
{miling, to ſignify that he had two things to 
tell him; the one, that he was glad to fee him; 
the other, how much the Phyſicians, who 
could not diſcover the Cauſe of his Diſtemper, 
were out in their Reaſonings. 

His Friends and Panyficians retired one after 


another, ſo that En Thaher being alone with 
him, came near his Bed to ask him how he 


did, ſince he faw him? I muſt tell you, an- 
ſwers the Prince, that my Paſſion which con- 
tinually gathers new Strength, and the. Uncer- 
tainty of the lovely Schenſelnihar's Deſtiny, 
augments my Diſtemper every Moment, and 
caſts me into ſuch a Condition, as afflicts my 
Kindred and Friends, and breaks the Meafures 
of my Phyſicians, who don't underſtand it. You 


cannot think, adds he, how much 1 ſuffer to 


ſce ſo many People about me, who importuns 
me, and whom 1 cannot in Civility put away. 
is your Company alone that is comfortable 
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to me; but in a word, I conjure you not to 
diſſemble with me, What News do you bring 
me of Shemſelnihar, have you ſeen her Con- 
fident? What hays ſhe to you? E Thaher 
anſwer'd, that he had not ſcen her vet; and no 
ſooner had he told the Prince of Perſia this 
jad News, but the Tears came from his Eyes, 
he could not anſwer one Word, his Heart was 
ſo oppreſsd. . adds Ln Thaber, ſufler 
me to tell you, that you are very ingenious in 
tormenting your ſelf. In the Name of G0 d, 
wipe aWay your Tears; if any of your Peop 
ſhould come in jutt now, they Would ditcover 
you by this, notwit bſtand; ing the Care you ought 
to take to conceal your Thoughts. Whatever 
this judicious Confident cor d f y, it was not 
poſſible for the Prince to e from weep- 
ing: Wiſe En Thaher, ſays he, when he had 
recovered his opecch, I may well hinder my 
'Fongue from revealing the Secrets of my 
Heart, but I have no power over my. Tears, 
upon ſuch a direſul Subject as Schenmſelnihar's 
Hanger. If that . and nly Qbvject of 
my Deſires be no longer in the World, 1 fhall 
not be one Moment after her. Reject fo at- 
flicting a Thought, reply'd Ein T haben; 
Schemſelnihar | is yet alive, you. need not s 
of it: if you have heard no News of her, 'tis 
becauſe ſhe could find no Occaſion to fend to 
you, and I! IN you will hear from her to- 
day. To this he added feveral other comfor- 
table things, and then retired. 

En J was ſcarce at bis own Houſe, 
when Sehemſelnihar's Confident arrived with 


a melancholy Countenance, which he reckon'd 


a bad Omen. He asked News of her Muiitrc! 


Tell me yours fiſt, ſays the Confident, ior 1 
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was in great trouble to ſee the Prince of Perſia 


go away in that Condition. En Thaher told 


her all that ſhe deſired to know, and when he 
had done, the Slave began her Diſcourſe: If 
the Prince of Perſia, ſays ſhe, has ſufter'd, and 
does {till ſuffer for my Miſtreis, ſhe ſuffers no 
leis for him, After J departed from you, con- 
tinues ſhe, I return'd to the Saloon, where I 
found Schemſeln:har not yet recover'd from her 
Swoon, notwithſtanding a!l the Help they en- 
deavoured to give her. The Calift was fitting 
near her with all the Signs of real Grief: He 
ask'd all the Women, and me in particular, if 
we knew the Cauſe of her Diſtemper ; but we 
kept all ſecret, and told him we were altogether 
ignorant of it. In the mean time we all wept 


to ſee her ſuffer ſo long, and forgot nothing 


that might any ways help her. In a word, it 
was almoſt Midnight before ſhe came to herſelf. 


The Califf, who had the patience to wait all 


the while, was very glad of her Recovery, and 
ask'd Schemſelnthar the Cauſe of her Diſtem- 
per. As ſoon as ſhe heard him ſpeak, ſhe en- 
deavoured to recover her Seat; and after ſhe 
had kiſs'd his Feet, before he could hinder her, 
Sir, ſays ſhe, I have reaſon to complain of 
Heaven, that it did not allow me to expire at 
your Majeſty's Feet, to teſtify thereby how ſen- 


ſible I am of your Favours. 


I am perſuaded you love me, ſays the Califf 
to her, and ] command you to preſerve your 
ſelf for my fake, You have probably exceeced 
in ſomething to-day, which has occationed this 
Indiſpoſition; take heed, I pray you, abſtain 
from it for the future; I am very glad to fee 
you better, and I adviſe you to ſtay here to- 
night, and not to return to your Chamber, 

tor 
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for fear the Motion diſturb you. Upon this 
he commanded a little Wine to be brought 
her, in order to ſtrengthen her; and then ta- 
king his Leave of her, return'd to his Apart- 
ment. 

As ſoon as the Calift was gone, my Miſtreſs 
gave me a Sign to come near her. She ask'd 
me earneſtly concerning you: I aſſur'd her that 
you had been gone a long time, which made 
her eaſy as to that matter: I took care not to 
ſpeak of the Prince of Per/ia's fainting, leſt it 
ſhould make her fall into the ſame Condition, 
from which we had fo much Trouble to recover 
her; but my Precautions were all in vain, as 
you ſhall hear. Prince, ſays ſhe, I henceforth 
renounce all Pleaſure as long as I am deprived 
of a Sight of you. If I have underſtood your 
Heart right, I only follow your Example. 
Thou wilt not ceaſe to weep untill thou ſeeſt 
me again; tis but juſt that I weep and mourn 
till I ſee you. At theſe Words, which ſhe 
uttered: in ſuch a manner as expreſſed the Vio- 
lence of her Paſſion, ſhe fainted a ſecond time 
betwixt my Arms. 

Here Scheherazade ſeeing Day begin to ap- 
pear, broke off, and next Night purſu'd her. 
Diſcourſe thus, 


'EXCIY Night, 


Chemſelnibar's Confident continued to tell 
Ebn Thaher all that happen'd to her Miſtreſs 
after the firſt fainting. My Comrades and I, 
fays ſhe, were a long time in recovering, her ; 
at laſt ſhe came to herſelf, and then I ſaid to 
her, Madam, are you reſolved to kill your ſelf 
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and to make us alſo die with you? I beg of you 
be perſuaded in the Name of the Prince of 
Peifra, for whom it is your Intereſt to live, to 
fave your ſelf, as you love your ſelt, as you 
love the Prince, and for our fakes who are fo 
jaithſul to you. I am very much obliged to 
you, - eply'd- ſhe, for your Care, Zea al and 
Advice; but alas! they are uſeleſs to me: You 
are not to flatter us with any Hopes, for we 
can expect no End of our Torment, but in the 
Grave. One of my Companions would have 
diverted thoſe fad Thoughts by playing on her 
Lute, but ſhe commanded her to be filent, and 
.order'd all of them to retire except me, whom 
{ſhe kept all Night with her. O Heav one what 
a Night was it! She paſted it in 1 ears and 
Groans, and alwa ays naming the Prince of P- 
7 a; ſhe lamented her Lot, that had deſtined 
her the Califf, whom ſhe could not love, 
and not for him whom ſhe lov'd fo dearly. 

Next Morning, becauſe ſhe was not com- 
modiouſty lodged in the Saloon, 1 helped he: 
to her Cha mber, where ſhe no ſooner arriv'd, 
than all the J by ſicians of the Palace came to 

fee her F by order of the Califf, who was not lon 
a coming himſelf. The Medicines which the 
Phy ficians preferibed for ha eluihar were to 
no purpoſe, becauſe they were ignorant of the 
Cauſe of ter Diſtemper, ey oe Preſence of the 
e 2d it. She got a little Reſt oo 
er this Ni ght, and as foon as the awoke, ſhe 


Rs d me to come to you, to hear News of 
} 


the Prince of Perf. 7 bs already inform'« 
You of Eis Cafe, faid'Ebn T haher : ſo return to 
your Mift CS, and aſſure her, that the Prince of 
Perſia waits for News from her with the lixc 


3 that ſhe does from him: beſides, ex- 
} zort 


5 A ' A 2 *. 
— 


ENTER TAINME NTS. 107 


hort her to Moderation, and to overcome ber 
ſelf, for fear ſhe aro fome Word before the 
C: Yi ff, which may prove fatal to us all, As for 
me, reply 'd the Go nhdent, I confeſs I dread her 
'Franſports ; I have taken the liberty to tell 
her my Mind, and am perviaded that ſhe 
won't take it ill that I tell her this from you. 
Ebn T haher, who had but juſt come from 
the Prince of Per/a's Lodę ings, thot glit it not 
convenient to return ſo ſoon „ and neglect his 
own important Affairs, and therefore went not 
till the Evening: The Prince was alone, and no 


1 0 ' 75 47 * 
better than in the Mormng: En Thaher, ſays 


he to him, as ſoon as he ſaw him, you have 
doubtleſs many Friends, but they don't know 
your Worth, which you diſcover to me by the 
Zeal, Care, and 'Frouble you give your ſelf, to 
oblige me in my Condition. I am confounded . 
with all that you do tor me with ſo great At- 
tection, and I know not how I ſhall be able to 
expreſs my, Gratitude. Prince, anſwer'd £bn 
7 haher, don't ſpeak fo, I intreat you; I am 
ready, not only to give one of my own Eyes to 
ſave one of yours, but to facrifice my Lite for 
you, But this 15 not tne hon Buſineſs; I come 
to tell you that Schempelnthar tent hay Confi- 
dent to ask me about you, and at the ſame time 
to inform me of her Condition. You may aſſure 
yourſelf that I ſaid nothing but what might con- 
firm the Exceſs of your P aſſion ſor her Miſtre fs, 

and the Conſtancy with which you love her: 
Then {bn Thaber gave = a particular Ac- 
count of all that had paſs'd betvixt the truſty 
Slave and him. The Prince liſten'd with all the 
different Emotions of Fear, jealouſy, Affection, 
and Compaſhon which his Diſcourſe could in- 

ſpire him with, making upon every thing Which 


he 
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he heard all the afflicting or comforting Re- 
+ that ſo paſſionate a Lover was capable 
Ol. 

Their Converſation continued ſo long, that 
the Night was far advanced, ſo that the Prince 
of Perſia obliged En Thaher to ſtay with 
him. The next Morning, as this truſty 
Friend return'd home, there came to him a 
Woman whom he knew to be Schemſelnihar's 
Confident, and immediately ſhe ſpoke te him 
thus: My Miſtreſs ſalutes you, and I am come 
to intreat you in her Name, to deliver this 
Letter to the Prince of Perſia. The zealous 
En Thaher took the Letter, and returned 
to the Prince, accompanied with the Confi- 
dent Slave, 

Scheherazade ſtopp'd here for this time, 
becauſe Day began to appear; and reſumed 
her Diſcourſe to the Sultan of the Indies the 
Night following, and faid, 


CXCV Night, 


IR, when Ein Thaher enter'd the Prince 

of Perſia's Houſe with Schemſelnibar's 
Confident, he pray'd her to ſtay one Moment 
in the Drawing- room. As foon as the Prince 
of Per/ia faw him, he ask'd earneſtly what 
News he had? The beſt you can expect, an- 
ſwer'd En Thaher : You are as dearly beloved 


as you love; Schemſelnihar's Conhdent is in 


your Drawing- room; ſhe has brought you a 
Letter from her Miſtreſs, and waits for your 
Orders to come in, Lether come in, cries the 

. Prince, 
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Prince, with a Tranſport of Joy: and ſpeaking 
thus, he fat down to receive her. 

The Prince's Attendants went from him as 
ſoon as they ſaw Ebn Thaher, and left him 
alone with their Maſter. Ehn Thaher went 
and open'd the Door, and brought in the Con- 
fident, The Prince knew her, and received her 
very civilly. My Lord, fays ſhe to him, I am 
| ſenſible of the AMictions you have endured 


ſince I had the Honour to conduct you to the 


Boat which waited to bring you back ; but I 
hope this Letter I have brought will contribute 
to your Cure: Upon this ſhe preſented him the 
Letter. He took it, and after he had kiſs'd it 
ſeveral times, he opened and read it as follows. 


A Letter from Schemſelnihar 70 Ali 
Ebn Becar Prince of Perſia. 


T H E Perſon who brings you this Letter will 
give you a better Account concerning me 
than I can do; for I have not been myſelf ſince 
I faw you: Being deprived of your Preſence, I 
ſought to divert myſelf by entertaining you 
with theſe ill- writ Lines, with the ſame Pleaſure 
as if I had the good Fortune to ſpeak to you. 
It's faid that Patience is a Cure for all Diſtem- 
pers, but it ſours mine inſtead of ſweetning it, 
Altho' your Picture be deeply engraven in my 
* Heart, my Eyes deſire conſtantly to ſee the Origi- 
nal; and they will loſe their Light if they be any 
conſiderable time deprived of it. May I flatter 
my ſelf that yours has the ſame Impatience to ſee 
me? Yes, I can; their tender Glances diſcover'd 
it to me. How happy, Prince, ſhould you and 
Schem- 


| 
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f 
| 
| 
} 


110 ARABTIAN NIGHTS 


Schemſelnihan both be, if our agreeable Deſires 
were not crofs'd by invincible Obſtacles, which 
afflict me as ſenſibly as they do you. 

Thoſe Thoughts which my Fingers write, 
and which I expraſs with incredible Pleaſure, 
and repeat again and again, ſpeak from the 
bottom of my Heart, and from the incurable 
Wound which you have made in it; a Wound 


which I bleſs a thouſand times, notwithſtand- 


ing the cruel Torment I endure for your Ab- 
ſence. - I would reckon all that oppoſes our 
Love nothing, were I only allow'd to ſee you 
ſometimes with Freedom; I would enjoy you 
then, and what could J deſire more? 


Don't imagine that I fay more than I think. 


Alas]! whatever Expreſſions I am able to ute, 


yet I am ſenſible. that I think more than I can 
tell you. My Eyes, which are continually 
watching and weeping for your Return : My 
afflicted Heart, which deſires nothing but you 
alone: The Sighs that eſcape me as often as 
think on you, that is, every Moment: My Ima- 
gination, Which repreſents no other Object tt 


me than my dear Prince; the Complaints that 


make to Heaven for the Rigor of my Dettiny: 
In a word, my Grief, my Trouble, my Ion. 
ments, which give me no Eaſe cver fince I i: 
the Sight of you, are Witneſſes of what I writz. 

Am not I unhappy to be born to love, without 
Hope of enjoying him whom Ilove? This doici.:: 
Thought oppreſſes me fo, that I ſhould die wet: 
I not perſuaded that you love me: But this tweet 
Comfort balances my Deſpair, and preferves m 
Life. Pell me that you love me always; I will 
keep your Letter carefully, and read it a thouſani 
times a day: I will endure my Affflictions with 
leſs Impatience: I pray. Heaven may ceaſe to vx 
angry 
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angry at us, and grant us an Opportuni! y to ſay 
that we love one another without Fear; and 
that we may never ceaſe to love. Adieu. 1 ſa- 


122 


jute En Thahecr, who has ſo much oblig'd us. 


The Prince of Per/ia was not ſatisfy'd to read 
the Letter once, he thought he had read it with 
too little Attention, and therefore read it again 
with more Leiſure; and as he read, ſometimes 


he utter'd Sighs, ſometimes he wept, and ſome- 


times he diſcovered Tranſports of Joy and At- 
fection, as one who was touch'd with what he 
cad. In a word, he could not keep his Eyes 
off thoſe Characters drawn | 57 ſo love ely a Hand, 
and therefore began to read IE a third tin 

Then En Thaber told him t! 1e Con ne 
could not ſtay, and that he 0 a to think of 
giving an Anſwer. Alas! cries the Prince, how 
Wy ould you have me anſwer fo kind a L ter? 
In what Terms ſhall I expreſs the I roudle that 


Jam in? My Spirit is toß'd with a thouſand 
5 81 


tormenting Things, and my Thoughts deſtroy 
one another the fame Moment they are con- 
ceiv'd, to make way for more; and fo long as 
my Body ſuffers by the Impreſſions of my 
Mind, how ſhall I be able to hold Paper or a 
Reed * to write? 

Having ſpoke thus, he took out of a little 
Desk, Paper, Cane, and Ink. 

Scheherazade perceiving Day, broke off her 
St ry, and began again next Day as follows. 


* The Arabians, Perſians, and Turks, when they 
write, bold the Paper ordinarily upon their Knee with 
their left Hand, and write with their Right, with a 
little Re ed or Cane, cut as we do our Pens; this Cane 
is bollow, and reſembles our Reels, but is harder. 
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Cxcvl Night. 


8 IR, the Prince of Perſia, before he began 
to write, gave Schemſelnihar's Letter to 


Ebn Thaher, and pray'd him to hold it open 


While he wrote, that by caſting his Eyes upon 


it he might ſee the better what to anſwer, He 
began to write; but the Tears that fell from 
his Eyes upon the Paper obliged him ſeveral 
times to ſtop, that they might trickle down the 
more freely. At laſt he finiſn'd his Letter, and 
giving it to En T haher, Read it, I pray, ſays 
he to him, and do me the Favour to ſee if the 
Diſorder of my Mind has allowed me to give a 


reaſonable Anſwer. Ebn Thaher took it, and 


read it as follows, 


The Prince of Perſia's Anſwer t9 
Schemſelnihar's Letter. 


I was ſwallowed up with mortal Grief when 
] received your Letter; at the Sight of 
which I was tranſported with unſpeakable 
Joy; and at the View of the Characters 
writ by your lovely Hand, my Eyes were 
enlightened more ſenſibly than they were 
darkened when yours were cloſed on a ſudden 
at the Feet of my Rival. "Theſe Words which 
your courteous Letter contains, are ſo many Rays 
of Light which have diſpel'd the Darkneſs 
my Soul was obſcur'd with; they ſhew me = 
| mue 
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much you ſuffer by your Love to me, and that 
you are not ignorant of what I endure for you, 
and thereby comfort me in my Afflictions. On 
the one hand, they make me ſhed Tears in a- 
hundance ; and on the other, they inflame my 
Heart with a Fire which ſupports it, and hin- 
ders me to die of Grief, I have not had one 
Moment's Reſt ſince our cruel Separation. Your 
Letter only gave me ſome Eaſe. I kept a for- 
rowful Silence, till the Moment I received it, 
and then it reſtored me to Speech. I was bu- 
ried in a profound Melancholy, but it inſpired 
me with Joy, which immediately appeared in 
my Eyes and Countenance, But my Surprize 
at receiving a Favour which I had not deſer- 
ved, was ſo great, that J knew not which way 
to begin to teſtify my Thankfulneſs for it. In 
a word, after having kiſs'd it ſeveral times, as 
a valuable Pledge of your Goodneſs, I read it 


| overand over, and was confounded at the Ex- 


ceſs of my good Fortune, You would have me 
to ſignify to you, that I always love you: Ah! 
Tho” I did not love you ſo perfectly as I do, I 
could not forbear adoring you, after all the 
Marks you have given me, of a Love fo un- 
common: Yes, I love you, my dear Soul, and 
ſhall account it my Glory to burn all my Days 
with that ſweet Fire you lave kindled in my 
Heart. I will never complain of that brisk Ar- 
dour, with which I find it conſumes me: And 
how rigorous ſoever the Grief be which I ſuſ- 
ter, J will bear it couragiouſly, in hopes to 
ſee you ſome time or other. Would to Heaven 
it were to day, and that inſtead of ſending you 
my Letter, I might be allowed to come and 
allure you, that I die for Love of you! My 
Tears hinder me from ſaying any more, 7 
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Ehn Thaher could not read thoſe laſt Lines 
without weeping. He return'd the Letter to 
the Prince of Perſia, and aſſur'd him it want- 
ed no Correction. The Prince hut it, and 
when he had ſealed it, he detired the tru{ty 
Slave to come near, and told her, This is my 


Anſwer to your dear Miſtreſs, I conjure you to 


carry it her, and to falute her in my Name, 
The Slave took the Letter, and retir'd wich 
Ebn Thaher. | 

Here the Sultaneſs ſtopp'd, and continued he: 
Story next Night in the following manner, 


CXCVII Night. 


Fter Ebn Thaher had walked ſome wh 

with the Slave, he left her, and went 0 
his Houſe, and began to think in earneſt upon 
the amorous Intrigue into which he fou; 
bimſelf unhappily engaged. He confilency 
that the Prince of Perſia and Schemſelnihar, 
notwithſtanding their Intereſt to conceal then 
Correſpondence, did manage themſelves wit! 


ſo little Diſcretion, that it could not be long 


a Secret. He drew all the Conſequences from 
it, which a Man of good Senſe ought to do 
Were Schemſelnibar, ſaid he to himſelf, an 
ordinary Lady, I would contribute all my 
Power to make her and her Sweet-heart bap— 


Py ; but ſhe is the Califf's Favourite, and no 


Man can without Danger undertake to dif- 


pleaſe him. His Anger would fall at firſt up- 
on Scher mjelmbar, it will coſt the Prince oi 
Perſia a his Lite, and I ſhall be embark'd = 
Us 
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his Misfortune, In the mean time I have my 
Honour, my Quit, my Family, and my Eſtate 
to preſerve. I mult th En deliver my ſelf cut of 
ſo great a Danger, while J can. 

He was taken up with theſe Thouchts all 
the Day; next Morning he went to the Prince 
of P er; bo with a Deſign to uſe his 1 En- 
deavours to oblige him to conquer his Pafſion. 

Je actually repreſented to him what he had 
formerly done in vain; That it would be 
much better for him to make ue of all his 
Courage, to overcome his Inclination for 
Schemſelnthar,, than to ſuffer himſelf to be 
conquer'd by it; and that his Pathon was ſo 
much the more dangerous, as his Rival - was 
the more potent. In a word, Sir, adds he, 
if you will hearken to me, you ought to think 


of nothing but to triumph over your Amour; 


otherwiſe you run a Riſque of deſtroying your- 
ſelf with Schemſelnibar, whole Life ought to 
be dearer to you than your own. I pive you 
this Counſel as a Friend, for which you will 
thank me ſome time or other. 

The Prince heard En T haher wide a great 
deal of Impatience, but ſuftered him however 
to ſpeak out his Mind, and then reply'd to 
him thus: En Naber, ſays he, do you think 
can forbear to love Schemſelnihar, who loves 
me ſo tenderly ; ſhe is not afraid to expoſe 
her Life for me, and would you have me to 
regard mine? No, whatever Misfortune befal 
me, I will love Schemelnibar to my latt 
Breath. 


{in 
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En Thaher being offended with the Obſti 
nacy of the Prince of Perſia, left him haſtily, 


and going to his own Houſe, recalled to mind 


what he thought on the other Day, and 
began to think in earneſt what he ſhould do. 
At the ſame time a Jeweller, one of his inti- 
mate Friends, came to fee him. This Jewel- 
ler had perceived that Schemſelnihar's Confi- 
dent came oftner to Ehn Thaher than uſual, 
and that he was conſtantly with the Prince 


of Perſia, whoſe Sickneſs was known to eve- 
ry one, though not the Cauſe of it. The 

eweller began to grow ſuſpicious, and find- 
ing Eon Thaher very penſive, he judg'd pre- 


ſently that he was perplex'd with ſome im- 


portant Affair, and fancying that he knew 
the Cauſe, he ask'd what Schemſelnihar's Con- 
fident wanted with him? Ebn Thaber being 


{truck with this Queſtion, would have diſſem- 
bled, and told him, that it was for a Trife 


ſhe came ſo frequently to him. You don't 


tell me the Truth, ſays the Jeweller, and give 
me ground to think, by your Diſſi mulation, 
that this Trifle is a more important Affair 
than at firſt I thought it to be. En Thaher 


_ perceiving that his Friend preſied him fo much, 


fays to him, it's true, that it's an Affair of the 


| greateſt Conſequence ; I had reſolved to keep 


it ſecret, but ſince I know how much you ale 
my Friend, I chuſe rather to make you my 


Confident, than to ſuffer you to be in a Mi- 


ſtake about it. I don't recommend it to you 


to keep the Secret, for you'll eaſy judge by 


what I am going to tell you, how important 


it is to keep it. After this Preamble, he told 


him the Amour between Schemſelnihar and the 
5 Prince 
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Prince of Perſig. You know, continues he, in 
what Eſteem I am at Court, in the City, and 
with Lords and Ladies of the greateſt Quality; 
what a Diſgrace would it be for me, ſhould 
this raſh Intrigue come to be diſcovered. But 
what do I ſay ? Should not I and my Family 


be quite deſtroy'd? That's the Thing perplexes 


my Mind; but I have juſt now come to ſuch 
a Reſolve as I ought to make: I will go imme- 
diately and fatisfy my Creditors, and recover 
my Debts, and when [ have ſecured my Eſtate, 
will retire to Balſora, and ftay till the Tem- 
pelt, that I foreſee, blows over. The Friend- 
ſhip I have for Schemſelnihar and the Prince 
of Perſia, makes me very ſenſible to what 
Danger they are expoſed. I pray Heaven to 
diſcover it to themſelves, and to preſerve them; 
but if their ill Deſtiny will have their Amours 
come to the knowledge of the Califf, I ſhall, 
at leaſt, be out of the reach of his Reſentment ; 
for I don't think them ſo wicked, as to deſign 
to draw me into their own Misfortunes. It 
would be extreme Ingratitude in them to do 
ſo, and a ſorry Reward for the good Service 
I have done them, and the good Advice I have 
given them, particularly to the Prince of Perſia, 
who may fave himſelf and his Miſtreſs both 
from this Precipice, if he pleaſes; he may as 
caſily leave Bagdad as I, and Abſence will in- 
ſenſibly diſengage him from a Paſſion, which 
will only increaſe whilſt he continues in this 
Place, „ 
The Jeweller was extremely ſurpriz'd at 
what Ebn Thaher told him. What you ſay to 
me, ſays he, is of ſo great Importance, that I 
can't underſtand how Schemſelmhar and the 
| Prince 
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Prince have been capable to abandon them 
ſelves to ſuch a vod Amour: what Incli- 
nation ſoever they may have for one another, 
inſtead of yielding to it, they ought to relil 
it, and make a better Vke of their Reaſon, 
Is it poſſible they can be inſenſible of the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of their Correſpondence? 
How deplorable is their Blindneſs ? I per- 
ceive all the Conſequences of it as well az 
you, but you are wiſe and prudent, and [ 
approve your Refolution ; that's the only 
way to deliver yourſelf from the fatal Event; 
Which you have Reaſon to fear. After this 
the Jeweller roſe up, and took his Leave of 
Ehn Thaher. | 

The Sultaneſs ſtopp'd here, and Continues 
the Story next Night as follows, 


CXCVIII Night. 


Efore the Jeweller retired, Ehn Thaher 

conjur'd him, by the Friendihip betwixt 
them, to ſpeak nothing of this to any body, 
Be not afraid, ſays the Jeweller, I will kcep 
this Secret on Peril of my Liſe. 

Two Days after, the Jeweller went to Ehn 
Thaher's Shop, and ſeeing it ſhut, he doubted 
not but he had executed the Deſign he ſpoke 
of; but to be ſure, he asx'd a Neighbour, 
if he knew why it was ſhut? The Neighbour 
anſwer'd, that he knew not, unleſs Eon T haher 


was gone a Journey, There was no ſend 


of his enquiring further, and immediately 
thought upon the Prince of Pei ſia. 8 
Prince, 


* 
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prince, ſays he to himſelf, what Grief will 
this be to you when you hear this News? By 

what Means will you now entertain your Cor- 
reſpondence with Schemfeluibar © I fear you 
will die of Deſpair, I have Compaſſion on you, 
| muſt make up the Loſs that you have of a too 
fearful Confident. 

The Buſineſs that obliged him to come 
abroad was of no Conſequence ſo that he 
neglected it: And though he had no know- 
ledge of the Prince of Per/za, but only by ha- 
1 ſold him ſome Jewels, he went ſtraight 
to bis Houſe; he addreſs'd himſelf to one of 
his Servants, and pra yed him to tell his Ma- 
ſter, that he deſired to ſpeak with him about 
a Buſineſs of very great Importance. The 
Servant return'd immediately to the Jeweller, 
and introduc'd him to the Prince's Chamber, 
who was leaning upon a Sopha, with his Head 
upon a Cuſhion. As ſoon as the Prince ſaw 
him, he roſe up to receive him, ſaid he was 
welcome," and intreated him to fit down; ask'd 
ii he could ſerve him in any thing, or if he 
came to tell him any thing concerning him- 
ſelf. Prince, anſwers the Jeweller, though I 
have not the Honour to be particularly ac- 
Quainted with you, yet the Deſire of teſtify- 
ing my Zeal, has made me take the liberty 
to come to your Houſe, to impart to you 
fon 4 News that concerns you. I hope you 
will pardon my Boldneſs, becauſe of: my good 
Intention. 

After this Introduction, the Jeweller enter'd 
upon the Matter, and parked. it thus: Prince, 
I ſhall have the Honour to tell you, that it's a 
long time ſince the Conformity of Humour, 

and 


commodated to the Subject, that he might 
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and ſeveral Affairs we had together, unitc: 
Ehn Thaher and me in {ſtrict Friendſhip; [ 
know you are acquainted with him, and that 
he has been employed in obliging you in 5] 
that he could; I am inform'd of this from him- 
ſelf, for he keeps nothing ſecret from me, nor 


1 from him. I went juſt now to his Shop, 


and was ſurprized to find it ſhut: J addreſied 
my ſelf to one of his Neighbours to ask the 
Reaſon ; he anſwered me, that two Days ago 
Ebn Thaher took his Leave of him, and other 
Neighbours, offering them his Service at Bal 


fora, whither he is gone, ſaid he, about an 


Affair of great Importance. Not being fati(- 
fied with this Anſwer, the Concern that ! 
have for whatever belongs to him, determi- 
ned me to come and ask, if you knew any 
thing particularly concerning this his ſudden 
Departure. 

At this Diſcourſe, which the Jeweller ac- 
come the better to his Deſign, the Prince of 
Perſia changed Colour, and look'd fo, as made 
the Teweller ſenſible that he was afflicted with 
the News. I am ſurprized at what you inform 
me, ſays he, there could not a greater Mis/or- 
tune befall me: Ah! fays he with Tears in his 
Eyes, I am undone, if what you tell me be true | 
Has Ebn Thaher, who was all my Comfort, in 


whom 1 put all my Confidence, left me! I 


cannot-think of living after ſo cruel a Blow. 

The Jeweller needed no more to convince 
him fully of the Prince of Perſia's violent Pal 
ſion, which Ebn Thaber told him of; meer 
Friendſhip would not let him ſpeak fo, nothing 
but Love could produce ſuch feeling Expreſli- 
ons. | 
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The Prince continued ſome Moments ſwal- 
lowed up with thoſe melancholy Thoughts; 
at laſt he lifted up his Head, and calling one 
of his Servants, Go, ſays he, to EU Thaher”s 
Houſe, and ask any of his Domeſticks if he 
be gone to Balſora: Run and come back 
quickly, and tell me what you hear. While 
the Servant was. gone, the Jeweller endea- 
vour'd to entertain the Prince of Perjza with 
indifferent Subjects ; but the Prince gave lit- 
tle heed to him. He was a Prey to fatal Grief: 
Sometimes he could not perſuade himſelf that 
Ebn T haher was gone, and other times he did 
not doubt of it, when he reflected upon the 
Diſcourſe he had with him the laſt time he 
ſaw him, and the angry Countenance with 
which he left him. | 

At laſt the Prince's Servant return'd, and 
reported that he had ſpoke with one of Eon 
Thaher's Servants, who aſſured him that he 
was gone two Days before to Balſera. As I 
came from En Thaher's Houle, adds the 
Servant, a Slave well array'd came to me, and 
after ſhe had ask'd me if I had the Honour to 
belong to you, ſhe told me ſhe wanted to ſpeak 
with you, and begg'd at the ſame time that 
ſhe might come along with me: She is in the 
outer Chamber, and I believe ſhe has a Letter 
to give you from ſome Perſon of Note, The 
Prince commanded immediately to bring her 
in, he doubted not but it was Schemſelnihar's 
Confident Slave, as indeed it was. The 
Jeweller knew who ſhe was, having ſeen 
her ſeveral times at En Thaher's Houſe : 
She could not have come in a better time to 

* kinder the Prince from Deſpair. She ſaluted 
„„ F him 
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him.—— But Sir, ſaid Scheherazade, by thi. 
time I perceive it's Day. She held her peace, 


and next Night went on after this manner, 


CXCIX Night. 


THE Prince of Perſia did likewiſe ſalute 

Schemſelnihar's Confident. The Jewel- 
ler aroſe as ſoon as he ſaw her appear, and ſtepp'd 
aſide, to leave them at liberty to ſpeak to- 


gether. The Confident, after ſhe had con- 


vers'd ſome time with the Prince, took her 
Leave and departed. She left him quite a- 


nother Thing than before: His Eyes appeared 


brighter, and his Countenance more gay, 
which made the Jeweller know that the good 


Slave came to tell him ſome News that fa- 


voured his Amour, 

'The Jeweller having taken his Place again, 
near the Prince, ſays to him ſmiling, I ſee, 
Prince, you have important Affairs at the Ca- 
liff's Palace. The Prince of Perſia was aſto- 
niſh'd, and alarm'd at this Diſcourſe, and an- 
ſwer'd the Jeweller, Why do you judge that ! 
have Affairs at the Calift's Palace? I judge, 
reply'd the Jeweller, by the Slave who is gone 
forth. And to whom think you belongs this 


Slave, reply'd the Prince? To Schemſelnibar, © 


the Califf's Favourite, anſwer'd the Jeweller: ! 
I know, continues he, both the Slave and her F 


Miſtreſs, who has ſeveral times done me the 
honour to come to my Houſe and buy Jewels, 
Beſides, I know that Schemſelnihar keeps no- 


thing ſecret from this Slave; and I have ſcen 


her go and come for ſeveral Days along ti | 
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Streets, very much troubled as I thought; I 
imagined that it was for ſome Affair of Con- 
ſequence concerning her Miſtreſs. 

The Jeweller's Words did much trouble the 
Prince of Perſia. He would not fay fo, ſays 
he to himſelf, if he did not ſuſpect, or rather 
know my Secret. He remained ſilent for ſome 
time, not knowing what to anſwer, At laſt 
he began, and ſaid to the Jeweller, you have 
told me thoſe Things which make me believe, 
that you know yet more than you have ac- 
quainted me with ; it will tend much to my 
Quiet, if I be perfectly inform'd ; I conjure 
you therefore not to diſſemble with me. 

Then the Jeweller, who deſired no better, 
gave him a particular Account of what had paſ- 


ſed betwixt Ebn Thaher and himſelf; fo that 


he let him know that he was informed of his 
Correſpondence with Schemſelnthar, and for- 
got not to tell him that En T haher was afraid 
of the Danger of being his Confident in the 
Matter, which was partly the Occaſion of his 
retiring to Balſora, to ſtay there until the 
Storm, which he feared, ſhould be over. This 
he has done, adds the Jeweller, and I am ſur- 
priz'd how he could determine himſelf to a- 
bandon you, in the Condition he inform'd me 
you was in. As for me, Prince, I confeſs, I 
am moved with Compaſſion towards you, and 
am come to offer you my Service, and if you 


do me the Favour to accept of it, I engage my- 


ſelf to be as faithful to you as En Thaber ; 
beſides, I promiſe to be more conſtant. I am 
ready to facriice my Honour and Life for 
you: And in fine, that you may not doubt of 


my Sincerity, I ſwear by all that's Sacred in our 


ST Re- 
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Religion, to keep your Secret inviolable. Be 
perſuaded then, Prince, that you will find in 
me the Friend which you have loſt. This Di. 
courſe encourag'd the Prince, and comforted 
him under Ebn Thaher's Abſence. I am very 
glad, ſays he to the Jeweller, to find in you 
a Reparation of my Loſs: I want Words to ex- 
prefs the Obligations I am under to you. [ 
pray God to recompence your Generofity, and 
accept your obliging Offer with all my heart. 
Believe it, continues he, that Scem felnihar's 
Confident came to ſpeak to me concerning you, 
ſhe told me that it was you who adviſed J 
T haher to go from Bagdad; theſe were the laſt 
Words ſhe ſpoke to me, when {he went away, 
and had almoſt perſuaded me of it. But 
don't you reſent it, for I doubt not ſhe is de- 
ceiv'd, after what you have told me. Prince, 
replied the Jeweller, I have had the honout 
to give you a faithful Account of my Conver- 
ſation with Ebn Thaher. It's true, when be 
told me, he would retire to Balſora, I did not 
oppoſe his Deſign, but ſaid he was a wiſe and 
prudent Man ; and that this may not hinder 
you to put your Confidence in me, I am ready 
to ſerve you with all imaginable Zeal, wi; ch 
though you do otherwiſe, this ſhall not hinder 
me from keeping your Secret religiouſly, ac- 
cording to my Oath. I have already told you, 
replies "the Prince, that I would not believe 
what the Confident ſaid ; it's her Zeal which 
inſpir'd her with this groundleſs Suſpicion, 
and you ought to excuſe it as I do. 

They continued their Converſation for ſom: 
time, and conſulted together of convenicnt 


Means to entertain the Prince” s Correſpondence 
] 
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with Schemſelnibar. They agreed to begin by 
diſabuſing the Confident, who was ſo unjuſtly 
prepoſleiled againſt the Jeweller, The Prince 
engaged to undeceive her the firſt time ſhe 
returned, and to intreat her to engage her- 
{elf to the Jeweller, that ſhe might bring the 
Letters, or any other Information from her 
Miſtreſs to him, In effect they agreed, that 
ſhe ought not to come ſo frequently to the 
Prince's Houſe, becauſe thereby ſhe might give 
an Occaſion to diſcover that which was of ſo 
great Importance to conceal. At laſt the Jew- 
eller aroſe, and after having again prayed the 
Prince of Perſia to have an entire Confidence 
in him, he retired. | 

T be Sultaneſs Scheherazade ſeeing Day be- 
zin to appear, broke off her Diſcourle, and 
next Night reſumed 1t thus, 


CC Night, 


CIR, the Jeweller returning to his Houſe, 


perceived before him a Letter, which ſome 
body had dropp'd in the Street, He took it 
up, and ſince it was not ſeal'd, he opened it, 
and ſound it conceiv'd in theſe Terms. 


A Letter from Schemſelnihar Zo the 
Prince of Perſia. 


Am inform'd by my Confident, of a Piece 
of News which troubles me, no leſs than it 
does you: By loſing Eby Thaher, we have in- 
deed loſt much; but let not this hinder you, dear 
3 Prince, 
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Prince, from thinking to preſerve yourſelf, Ty 
our Confident has abandon'd us through a 
pannick Fear, let us conſider that it's a Miſ- 
fortune which we could not avoid. I confeſs, 
Hun Thaher has left us at a time when we 
need him moſt; but let us fortify ourſelves 
by Patience, againſt the unlook'd for Acci- 
dent, and let us not forbear to love one ano- 
ther conſtantly. Fortify your Heart againſt 
this Misfortune, nobody can obtain what they 
defire without Trouble. Let us not diſcourage 


ourſelves, but hope that Heaven will favour us, 


and that after ſo many Afflictions, we ſhall come 
to a happy Accompliſhment of our Defires, 


Adicu. 


W hile the Jeweller was converſing with the. 


Prince of Pera, the Confident had time to 
return to the Palace, and tell her Miſtreſs tlie 
ill News of Ebn Thahcr's Departure. Scher- 
ſelnibar immediately wrote this Letter, and 
ſent back her Conhdent with it to the Prince 
of Perſia; but ſhe negligently dropp'd it. 

The Jeweller was glad to find it, for it was 
a good way to ſet him right with the Conh- 
dent, and bring him to the Point he deſired. 
When he had read it, he perceived the Slave, 
who ſought it with a great deal of Uneafineis, 
looking about every where. He cloſed it a- 
gain quickly, and put it into his Boſom, but 
the Slave took notice of it, and ran to him; 
Sir, ſays ſhe, I have dropp'd a Letter, which 
you had juſt now in your Hand, I beſeech you 
be pleaſed to reſtore it. The Jeweller taking 
no notice that he heard her, continued his 
way till he came to his Houſe. He did not 
ſhut the Door behind him, that the wh 
| WO 
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who followed him, might come in. She ac- 
cordingly did fo, and when ſhe came to his 
Chamber, Sir, ſays the to him, you can make 
no uſe of that Letter you have found, and you 
would make no difficulty of returning it to me, 
if you knew from whom it came, and to whom 
it is directed, Beſides, let me tell you, you 
cannot honeſtly keep it. 

Before the Jeweller anſwered the Confident, 
he made her fit down, and then he ſaid to hee: 
Is not this Letter from Schemſelnihar, and is 
it not directed to the Prince of Perſia? The 
Slave, who expected no ſuch Queſtion, bluſh'd. 
The Queſtion puzzles you, replies he, but I 
aſſure you I don't propoſe it raſhly: I could 
have given you the Letter in the Street, but 
J ſutter'd you to follow me, on purpoſe that I 
might diſcourſe with you: Is it juſt, tell me, 
to impute an unhappy Accident to People who 
no ways contributed towards it ? Yet this you 
have done, in telling the Prince of Peiſia, that 
it was I who counlelPd En Thaber to leave 
Bagdad for his own Safety, I don't pretend 
to loſe time in juſtifying my ſelf to you, it's 
enough that the Prince of Perſia is fully per- 
ſuaded of my Innocence in this Matter, I Will 
only- tell you, that inſtead of contributing to 
Ebn Thaher”s Departure, I have been extream- 
ly afflicted at it, not ſo much for my Friend- 
ſhip to him, as out of Compaſſion for the Con- 
dition he left the Prince of Pærſia in, whoſe 
Correſpondence with Schemſelnihar he has diſ- 
covered to me. As ſoon as I knew certainly 
that En Thaher was gone from Bagdad, I 
went to preſent myſelf to the Prince, in 
whoſe Houſe you found me, to inform him of 
this News, and to offer him the ſame Service 


F 4 which 
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which he did him; and provided you put the 
fame Confidence in me, that you did in En 
Thaher, you may ſerve yourſelf very well by 
my Aſſiſtance. Inform your Mittrets of what 
I have told you, and aſſure her, that if ! 
ſhould die for engaging in fo dangerous an In- 
trigue, I will not repent to have facrificed 
myiecli for two Lovers fo worthy of one 4. 
nother, 

The Confident, after having heard the ew. 
eller with great Satisfaction, begg'd bim to 
pardon the ill Opinion the had conceiv'd 01 
him out of the Zeal ſhe had for her Miſtre 
I am extreme glad, adds ſhe, that &. rays 
bar, and the Prince, have found you, who are a 
Man fit to ſupply En Thaher's Place. I will 
not fail to fig to my Mittreſs the good VV ii} 
you bear her. 


Scheherazade obſerving Day, left off here, 


and next Night purſued her Diſcourſe thus. 


CCI Night. 


Fter the Confident had teſtified to the Jev- 
eller her Joy to ſee him ſo well diipos'd 
to ſerve TE, and the Prince of Per- 
fia, the Jeweller took the Letter out of his 
Boſom, and reſtor'd it to her, ſay ing, Go, carry 
it quickly to the Prince of Perſia, and come 
back this way, that I may fee the Anſwer, 
Forget not to give him an Account of our 
Coriverſntion, 

The Confident took the Letter and carr) 4 
it to the Prince, who anſwer'd it immediately. 
She return'd to the Jeweller's Houſe, to ſhew 
him the Anſwer, which was thus. 3 

T he 
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The Prince of Perſia's Anſwer to 


Schemlelnthar. 


V Our precious Letter had a great Effect up- 

on me, but not ſo great as I could wiſh, 
You endeavour to comfort me for the Loſs 
of Lin Thaher ; alas! for as ſenſible as I am 
of this, it is but the leaſt of my Troubles. 
You know my Malady, and that it's only 
your Preſence can cure me. When will the 
Time come that 1 ſhall enjoy it without Fear 
of being ever deprived of it? O how long 
does it ſeem to me! but ſhall we rather flat- 
ter ourſelves that we may ſee one. another? 
You command me to preſerve myſelf, I will 
obey, ſince I have renounced my own Will to 
follow yours. Adieu. 

Aſter the Jeweller had read this Letter, he 
gave it again to the Conhdent, who ſaid when 
{he was going away, I will tell my Miſtreſs to 
put the ſame Confidence in you ſhe dip in Ebn 
7'aber. You ſhall hear of me to-morrow. Ac- 
cordingly next day ſhe return'd with a plea- 
fant Countenance? Your very Looks, fays he, 
to her, inform me that you have brought Schem- 


— 


ſelnihar to What you wiſh'd for: That's true, 
ſays the Confident, and you fhall hear how L 


eteted it: I found yeſterday, continues ſhe, 
Schemſelnihar expecting me with Impatience ; 
i cave her the Prince of Per/ia's Letter, and ſhe, 
read it with Tears in her Eyes; and when ſhe 
had done, and I ſaw that ſhe abandon'd herſelf 
to her ordinary Sorrows, Madam, faid I to 
her, this is doubtleſs En 7 haher's Removal 
chat troubles you; but fuffer me to conjure 

5 you. 
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you inthe Name of God to trouble your ſelf no 
farther concerning that matter. We have found 
another who ofters to oblige you with as much 
Zeal, and what is yet more 1mportant, with 
greater Courage. Then I ſpoke to her of you, 
continues the Slave, and acquainted her with 
the Motive which made you go to the Prince 
of Per/ia's Houſe : In ſhort, I aſſured her that 

ou would inviolably keep the Secret betwixt 
her and the Prince of Pera; and that you was 
reſolved to favour their Amours with all your 
might. She ſeem'd to me to be much relieved 
by my Diſcourſe. Ah ! what Obligations, ſays 
the, are the Prince of Perſia and J under to 
that honeſt Man you ſpeak of; I muſt ſee him, 
that I may hear from his own Mouth what you 
tell me, and thank him for ſuch an unheard of 
Piece of Generoſity towards Perſons that he is 
no ways obliged to concern himſelf with. A 
Sight of him will pleaſe me, and I will not 
omit any thing to confirm him in thoſe good 
Sentiments. Don't fail to bring him to me to- 
morrow. Thereſore, pray, Sir, go with me 
to the Palace. 5 


The Confident's Diſcourſe perplex'd the 


Jeweller. Your Miſtreſs, replies he, muſt allow 
me to fay that ſte has not thought well of what 


the requires of me. Ein T haher's Acceſs to 


the Califf gave him Admiſhon every where; 
and the Officers who knew him {ufter'd him to 
go and come freely to Schemſeinihar's Palace; 
but as for me, how dare I enter? You ſee well 
enough that it is not poſſible: I intreat you to 
repreſent thoſe Reaſons to Schemſelnibar which 
hinder me from giving her that SatisfaCtion ; 
and acquaint her with all the ill Conſequences 
that would attend it, If ſhe conſider it = 

I 9 


I 2 
; FE: 

. 5 
i 


* 
po 1 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 131 


ſo little, ſhe would find that it would expoſe 
me needleſly to very great Danger. 
The Conhdent endeavour'd to encourage the 


| Teweller : Believe me, ſays ſhe, that Schemel. 


nihar is not ſo unreaſonable as to expoſe you 
to the leaſt Danger, from whom ſhe expects ſo 
conſiderable Services. Conſider with yourſelf 
that there is not the leaſt Appearance of Ha- 
zard: My Miſtreſs and I are too much inte- 
reſted in this Affair, to involve you in any 
Danger. You may depend upon me, and leave 
your ſelf to my Conduct. After the thing is 
over, you will confeſs to me that your Fear 
was groundless. 
The Jeweller hearkened to the Confident's: 
Diſcourſe, and got up to follow her: but not- 
withſtanding his natural Courage, he was ſeiz'd 
with ſuch "Terror that his whole Body trem- 


bled. In the Condition you are in, ſays ſhe, I 


perceive it will be better for you to ſtay at home, 


and that Schemſelnihar take other Meaſures to 


ſee you. It is not to be doubted, but that to 
ſatisfy her Defire ſhe will come hither her- 
ſelf: The Caſe being ſo, Sir, I would not have 
you to go: I am perſuaded it will not be long 
er you ſee her your ſelf. The Confident fore- 
ſaw this very well; for ſhe no fooner inform'd 
Schemſelnihar of the Jeweller's Fear, but ſhe 
made ready to go to his Houſe. 

He receiv'd her with all the Marks of a pro- 
found Reſpect, When ſhe fat down, being a 
little fatigued with coming, ſhe unveiled her- 
ſelf, and let the Jeweller ſee ſuch Beauty as 
made him acknowledge that the Prince of 
Perſia was excuſable in giving his Heart to her. 
Then ſhe ſaluted the Jeweller with a graceful 
Countenance, and ſaid to him; I am e 

| with 
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with what Zeal you have engaged in the Prince 
of Perſia's Concerns and mine; but without 
immediately forming a Deſign to expreſs my 
Gratitude, I thank Heaven which has ſo ſoon 
made up En Thaher's Lofs. 

Scheherazade being obliged to ſtop here, be. 
cauſe Day began to appear, continued her Sto- 
ry next Morning in the following manner. 


CCII Night 


Chemſelnmhar ſaid ſeveral other obliginę 

Things to the Jeweller, after which ſhe re- 
turn'd to her Palace. The Jeweller went im 
mediately to give an Account of this Viſit to 
the Prince of Perſia, who ſaid to him as ſoon as 
he ſaw him, I have expected you impatiently. 
The truſty Slave has brought me a Letter from 
her Miſtreſs, but ſhe does not eaſe me; what- 
ever the lovely Schemſelnibar ſays, yet I dare 
not hope for any Thing: My Patience is at 


an end; I know not now what Meaſures to 


take; Ein Thaber's Departure makes me de- 
yr; He was my only Support: I loſt all by 
loſing him: I flatter'd myſelf with ſome Hopes 
by reaſon of his Acceſs to Schemſelnibar. 
After theſe Words, which the Prince pro- 
nounced with ſo much Eagerneſs, that he gave 
the Jeweller no Time to interrupt him, he ſaid 
to the Prince, No Man can bear a greater Share 
of your Afflictions than I do; and if you Wilt 
have patience to hear me, you will perceive that 
I am capable of giving you Eaſe. Upon this the 
Prince held his peace, and hearken'd to him. 
I fee very well, faid the Jewe ller, that the only 
Thing to give you Satisfaction, is to fall upon a 


Way 
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Way that you may converſe freely with Schem— 
ſcluibar. This I will procure you, and to- mor- 
row will ſet about it. You muſt by no means 
expoſe yourſelf to enter Schemſe/nthar's Palace; 
you know by Experience the Danger of that: 
J know a very fit Place for this Interview, 
where you ſhall be ſafe. When the Jeweller 
had ſpoken thus, the Prince embraced him 
with a Tranſport of Joy. You revive, ſays he, 
by this charming Promiſe, an unhappy Lover, 
who was reſolved to die; I ſee that you have 
fully repair'd the Loſs of Ein Thaber ; What- 
ever you do, ſhall be well done, J will leave 
myſelf entirely to you. 

After the Prince had thank'd him for his 
Zeal, the Jeweller return'd home, and next 
Morning Schemſelmhar's Confident came to 
bim: He told her that he had put the Prince of 
Perſia in hopes that he ſhould ſee Schenſelni- 
har ſpeedily : I am come on purpole, anſwer'd 
ſhe, to take Meaſures with you for that End. 
| think, continued ſhe, this Houſe will be con- 
venient enough for their Interview : 1 could re- 
ceive them very well here, reply'd he, but I 
think they will have more Liberty in another 
Houſe of mine where no body lives at preſent; I 
will quickly furniſh it for receiving them. Since 
the Matter is fo, reply'd the Confident, there 
remains nothing for me to do but to make 
Schemſelnihar conſent to it. I will go and tell 
her, and return ſpeedily with an Anſwer. 

She was as diligent as her Promiſe, and re- 
turning to the Jeweller, told him that her Mi- 
{tre would not fail to keep the Appointment in 
the Evening. In the mean time ſhe gave him a 
Purſe of Money, and told him it was to prepare 
a Collation. He ſent her immediately to the 

Houſe, 
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Houſe, where the Lovers were to meet, tha: 


ſhe might know whither to bring her Mifſtreſ; ; 
and when ſhe was gone, he went to borrow from 


his Friends, Veſſels of Gold and Silver, Tape- 


ſtry, rich Cuſhions and other Furniture, with 


which he furniſhed the Houſe very magnifi- 
_ cently; and when he had put all things in 


order, he went to the Prince of Perſia. 
You may eaſily conceive the Prince of Per. 


fra's Joy, when the Jeweller told him that he 


came to conduct him to the Houle he had pre- 
pared to receive him and Schemſelnibhar. This 
News made him forget all his former T rouble, 


He put on a magnificent Robe, and went with- 
out his Retinue along with the Jeweller ; who 


led him through ſeveral By-ſtreets that nobody 
might obſerve him, and at laſt brought him to 
the Houſe, where they diſcourſed together un- 
til Schemſelnihar came. 

They did not ſtay long for this paſſionate 
Lover. She came after Evening Prayer, with 
her Confident, and two other Slaves.. One can- 
not expreſs the Exceſs of Joy that ſeized thoſe 


two Lovers when they ſaw one another ; *tis al- 
together impoſſible: They ſat down together 


upon a Sofa, looking upon one another for ſome 
time, without being able to ſpeak, they were 
ſo much overjoy'd : But when their Speech re- 
turn'd to them, they ſoon made up their Silence. 
They expreſs'd themſelves with ſo much Ten- 
derneſs, as made the Jeweller, the Confident, 
and the two other Slaves weep. The Jeweller 
however reſtrain'd his Tears to think upon tre 
Collation, which he brought. The Lovers cat 
and drank a little, after which they ſat down 
again upon the Sofa: Schemſelnibar ask'd the 
Jeweller if he had a Lute, or any other Inſtru 
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ment. The Jeweller, who took care to provide 
all that might pleaſe them, brought her a Lute: 
She took ſome time to tune it, and then play'd. 

Scheherazade ſtopt becauſe ſhe faw Day begin 
to appear, and next Night went on thus, 


CCIII Night. 


T Hile Schemſelnihar was charming the 
Prince of Perſia, and exprefling her Paſ- 
fon by Words compoſed ex tempore, a great 
Noiſe was heard; and immediately the Slave, 
which the Jeweller brought with him, appeared 
all in a Fright, and came to tell him that ſome 
People were breaking up the Gate; that he 
ask'd who it was, but inſtead of any Anſwer 
the Blows were redoubled. The Jeweller be- 
ing alarm'd, left Schemſelnihar and the Prince 
to go to inform himſelf of the Truth of this 
bad News. There was already got into the 
Court a Company of Men arm'd with Bayonets 
and Scymiters, who had enter'd privily ; and 
having broke up the Gate, came {traight to- 
wards him. He ſtood cloſe to a Wall for fear 
of his Life, and ſaw ten of them paſs without 
being perceived by them; and finding he could 
give no great help to the Prince of Perſia and 
Schemſelnthar , he ſatisfied himſelf with the 
bewailing them, and ſo fled for Refuge to a 
Neighbour's Houſe who was not yet gone to 
Bed; he did not doubt but this unexpected 
Violence was by the Califf's Order, who he 
thought had been inform'd of his Favourite's 
meeting with the Prince of Perſia. He heard a 
great Noiſe in his own Houſe, which continu'd 
till Midnight : And when all was quiet, as he 


1 thought, he pray'd his Neighbour to lend him 


a Scy- 
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a Scymiter; and being thus arm'd, went on ti]! 


he came to the Gate of his own Houſe: He en- 


ter'd the Court full of Fear, and perceived a 
Man who asked him who he was; he knew by 
his Voice that it was his own Slave. How digit 


thou 00, ſays he, to avoid being taken 5 11 


Watch ? Sir, anſwer'd the Slave, I hid myſe 
in a Corner of the Court, and I went out { 
ſoon as I heard the Noiſe: But it was not 150 
Watch who broke your Houſe; They N 
waymen, who within theſe few Days robb'd 
nother in this Neighbourhood : I hey ne 
doubtleſs had notice of the rich Furniture you 
brought hither, and had that in their View, 
The Jeweller thought his Slave's Conjecture 
probable enough: He viſited the Houſe, and ſav 
that the Highway men had taken all the Fur 
niture out of the Chamber where he received 
Schemſelnthar and her Lover; that they had 
alſo carried off the Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 
and, in a word, had left nothing. Being in 
this Condition, O Heaven! cries he, I am irre- 
coverably undone ! What will my Friends ſay. 
and what Excuſe can I make, when I ſhall te! 


them that the Highwaymen have broke my 


Houſe, and robb'd me of all that they generou!!; 
lent me? I ſhall never be able to make up thei: 
Loſs : Beſides, what's become of Schemſelnihs; 

and the Prince of Perjia? This Buſineſs will bc 

ſo publick, that it's impoſhble but it muſt reach 
the Califf's Ears. He will get notice of this 
Meeting, and I ſhall fall a Sacrifice to his Fury. 
The Slave, who lov'd him, endeavoured to com- 
fort him thus: As to Schemſelnihar, ſays he, the 

Highwaymen probably would content them- 
ſhlves to ſtrip her, and you have reaſon to think 


that ſhe is retired 00 her Palace with her Sree: 


— — 


brought him ſomething to eat, but he could not 
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The Prince of Perſia is probably in the ſame 
Condition, ſo that you have reaſon to hope that 
the Califf will never know this Adventure. As 
for the Loſs your Friends have ſuſtained, that's 
à Misfortune that you could not avoid. They 
know very well the Highway men to be ſo nu- 
merous, that they have not only pillaged the 
Houſe I have already ſpoken of, but many other 
Houſes of the principal Noblemen of the Court: 


And they are not ignorant that notwithſtanding 


| the Orders given to apprehend them, no body 


las yet been able to ſeize any of them. You will 
be acquitted by reſtoring your Friends the Value 
of the Things that are ſtoln, and, bleſſed be God, 
vou have enough leſt, 

Waiting till Day, the Jeweller ordered the 
Slave to mend the Gate of the Houſe which was 
broke up, as well as he could: After which, he 
returned to his ordinary Houſe with his Slave, 
making fad Reflections upon what had befallen 
him. Ehn Thaber, ſays he to himſelf, has been 
wiſer than I, he foreſaw the Misfortune into 
which I have blindly thrown my ſelf ; would to 
God I had never meddled in this Intrigue, which | 
I fear will coſt me my Life. 

It was ſcarce Day when the Report of the 


| Robbery ſpread through the City, and there 


came to his Houſe a great many of his Friends 


and Neighbours, to teſtify their Grief for his 

 Misfortune, but were curious to know the Par- 
ticulars. He thanked them for their Affection, 
and was ſo much the better ſatisfied, that he 
heard nobody ſpeak of Schemſelnibar or the 
Prince of Pera; which made kim believe they 
Were at their Houſes, or in ſome ſecure Place. 


When the Jeweller was alone, his Servants 


eat 


—— 
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eat a Bit. About Noon one of his Slaves came 
to tell him, there was a Man at the Gate, whom 
he knew not, that deſired to ſpeak with him. 
The Jeweller, not willing to receive a Stranger 
into his Houſe, roſe up, and went to ſpeak with 
him. Tho” you don't know me, ſays the Man, 


yet I know you, and I am come to diſcourſe you 


about an important Affair. The Jeweller pray'd 
him to come in. No, anſwer'd the Stranger, 
it you pleaſe rather to take the T rouble to go 
with me to your other Houſe. How know you, 
reply'd the Jeweller, that I have another Houſe. 
I know well enough, anſwer'd the Stranger, 
follow me and don't fear any thing, I have 
ſomething to communicate to you, which will 


pleaſe you. The Jeweller went immediate] 


with him, and after he had conſidered by the 
way, how the Houſe they were going to was 
robb'd, he ſaid to him that it was not fit to 
receive mim. = 
When they were before the Houſe, and the 


Stranger ſaw the Gate half broke down, ſay: 
he to the Jeweller, I ſee you have told me the 
Truth, I will carry you to a Place which will be 

more convenient. When he had ſaid this, he 


went on, and walked all the reſt of the Day, 
without ſtopping. The Jeweller being wear) 
with walking, vexed to ſee Night approach, and 
that the Stranger had walk'd all Day without 


acquainting him where he was going, began to 


loſe his Patience. Then they came to a Path 
which led them to the Tygr:is, and as ſoon 35 
they came to the River, they embark'd in a 
little Boat, and went over. Then the Stranger 


led the Jeweller through a long Street, wher? | 
he had never been before; and after he had 


brought him through I know not how many | 


By- 
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By- ſtreets, he ſtopp'd at a Gate, which he open'd. 
He cauſed the Jeweller to go in, and then he ſhut 
and bolted the Gate, with a huge Iron Bolt, and 
conducted him to a Chamber, where there were 
ten other Men, all of them as great Strangers to 
the Jeweller, as he that brought him thither. 
Theſe ten Men received the Jeweller without 


| 20y Compliments. They bid him fit down, of 
| which he had great need; for he was not only 
| out of breath, with walking ſo far, but the 
| Fear he was in, to find himſelf with People 
| whom he thought he had reaſon to dread, 


would have difabled him to ſtand. They wait- 


| «© for their Leader to go to Supper, and as 
| ſoon as he came, it was ſerved up. They waſh- 
| ed their Hands, obliged the Jeweller to do the 


like, and to fit at Table with them, After Sup- 


4 per the Men ask'd him, it he knew whom he 


ſpoke to? He anſwered, No, and that he 
knew not the Place he was in. Tell us your 


| laſt Night's Adventure, ſaid they to him, and 
| conceal nothing from us. The Jeweller being 


aſtoniſh'd at this Diſcourſe, anſwer'd, Gentle- 
men, tis probable you know it already. That's 


true, reply'd they, the young Man and the 
| young Lady who were at your Houſe yeſter- 
night, told it us, but we would know it from 
pour own Mouth. The Jeweller needed no 
mamaore to inform him that he ſpoke to the High- 
way men, who had broke up and plundered | his 
>, Houſe. Gentlemen, ſays he, I am much trou- 
\ > bled for that young Man and the Lady, can you 
tell me any thing of them? 


Scheherazade broke off here, to give notice to 


| F the Sultan of the Hudies that the Day appeared, 
and next Night reſum'd her Diſcourſe thus, 


The End of the Fifth Tome, 
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